Lower SauconN TownNsHie
Northampton County, Pennsylvania

RESOLUTION #01A-2025

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIP
ADOPTING AN AGENDA POLICY AND CODE OF CONDUCT
FOR TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETINGS '

WHEREAS, Lower Saucon Township is a Township of the Second Class, Optional Plan of

Government, located in Notthampton County, Pennsylvania, and is govérned by an elected Council;
and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Home Rule Chattet and Optional Plans Law, the Second-Class -
Township Code, and the Lower Saucon Township Administrative Code all authotize the Council of
Lowet Sancon Township to promulgate rules and tegulations for its Council meetings.

WHEREAS, the Lower Saucon Township Council is authotized to establish a level of civility and

promote an atmosphete of reasoned expression of ideas in piomulgaﬂng rules and regulations for its
Council meetings.

WHEREAS, the Council recognizes public comment is intended to afford citizens an opportunity
to bring important matters to the attention of Lower Saucon Township Council.

WHEREAS, the Council is strong advocate of frce speech and wishes to promote an atmosphere
of teasoned expression of ideas. -

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of Lower Saucon Township

establish the following rules and regulations tegatding the Agenda fot public meetings, and public
comment and conduct duting such public meetings:

AGENDA

A, All zegular and special meetings of the Lower Saucon Township Council shail be conducted
according to the following order of business:

1. Opening
A. Call to Otder
B. Roll Call
C. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
D. Announcement of any Hxecutive Session (if applicable)
E. Public Comment Procedure
F. Juniot Council Report(s)

2, Pubhc Comment — Agenda items only — 3-minute time hmit

3. Presentations/Heasings

4, Developet Items




5. Township Business ltems 4
6. Miscellatieous Business Items : i
7. Council & Staff Repotts

8. Public Comment — Agenda and Non-Agenda ltems — 3-miriute titne limit -
9. Adjournment

B. The Township Manager, in consultation with the Gouncil President (ot acting Council President)
and in accordance with the Code of Lower Saucon Township, shall prepate a ptinted agenda for
~ each meeting of the Council and provide the same for public review at least 3 days ptior to the.
commencement of each such meeting, The Agenda, and any non-:confidential accompanying:-
. . matetials, shall be posted on the Townslnp Website. The Agenda, without matetials, shall be posted
at the Township Building, and copies shall be available at the meeting,

PUBLIC COMMENT AND PARTICIPATION

1. Public paiticipaﬂén including public comment telating to Agenda items will be limited to three

minutes, This shall occut at the beginning of the meeting and wﬂl be listed on the Agenda as Public
Comment — Agenda Ttems.

2. An additional public comment period, limited to three minutes for Agenda and Non-Agenda items
shall occur at the end of the meeting and be listed on the Agenda as Public Comment — Agenda
and Non-Agenda Ttems. The rules contained hetein shall apply to this comment petiod as well.

3. Public patticipation, including public comment, shall be within the disctetion and under the
direction and control of the Council President (ot acting Council President). The Council President

(ot acting Council President) shall, in' his or het sole disctetion, be petmitted to expand the
individual comment period.

4. A person wishing to make comments to the Council must state theit name, affiliation {if any) and
municipality of residence priot to addtessing Township Council. Public comment may be made
only by a petson who has been recognized by the Council President.

5. All public comment must be addtessed to the Township Council and niot to other audience

members. Nothing herein shall requite any Council member-to answer questions or engage in
debate.

6. Comments should be substantive and not include any defamatory content, foul ot vulgar language
ot gestures and/ ot petsonal attacks on the integrity of others whether ot not present.

7. The commentos must address ‘Township Council from the lectern situated in the center: of the
Township Council meeting room, unless the commentos is physically unable to do so.
i :
8. Osganized groups of people attending the meeting to ptesent a common position or idea to the
Council shall designate no more than two of the members to speak for the group.

9. No commentor will be allowed to surtender his/her time to any othet person, or o call upon
another person fot comment.



10. No person shall obstruct in any way the entrances ot exits to the T'ownship Council meeting room.

11. Letters shall not be read duting public comment unless such letter can be read within the allotted
thtee-minute time limit for individual public comment. Any lettets cited or lead st be submitted
to the Township Manager by 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting,

12, Copies of any documents being reviewed or discussed duting pubhc comment shall be made
available to Council.

13, Any conduct distuptive of the Township Council meeting and interfering with the business of the
- Township, such as talking when not recognized by the Council President (ot acting Council
President), talking beyond the allotted titne and/ot the use of a cell phone shall not be tolerated.

14. If the conduct and order of the Township Council meeting is no longer maintained, the Council

President (ot acting Council President) may recess the meeting to restore order so the business of o
the Township may bé conducted when the meeting resumes.

15. The purpose of Public Comunent is not fot people to engage in argument ot debate with membets

of Council, the Administration, ot other 1es1dents and the Council President shall maintain order
in accordance with such purpose

This Resolution 'sha]l tepeal and replace Resolution #64-2024.
RESOLVED and ADOPTED this 6th day of January, 2025.

Attest Lowet Satcon Township
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Cathy Gonﬁl Laura Ray
Township Secretary Council President




