
Minutes 
 

 

Lower Saucon Township 

Parks & Recreation Board 

Business Meeting                                                                                                                            October 4, 2010 

 

1. Meeting Called To Order:  The meeting was called to order by the Chair Dave Spirk at 7:01 PM  

 

2. Roll Call:  

 

Present:  Dave Spirk, Chair; Tom Butera, Vice Chair; Donna Bristol and Judie Rossell, members; Jack 

Cahalan, Staff Liaison.  Absent:  Sheri Herman, Scott Schanzenbach, and Bill Ross. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes:  Dave said the September meeting minutes are ready for approval.  Motion by 

Tom, second by Dave to approve September 13, 2010 minutes.  

 

4. Citizen Non-Agenda Items:  None 

 

5. Projects: 
 

1. Town Hall Park – Jack said the cyclo-cross event was held on Saturday, October 2
nd

.  He will 

talk about it later and show a tape from Channel 69. 

 

2. Southeastern Park – Jack said no update. 

 

3. Steel City Park – Jack said no update. 

 

4. Heller Homestead – Jack said no update. 

 

5. Polk Valley Park - Jack said the bridge contractor started the footings.  Donna said she needed 

some clarification as she said the Township was paying for the bridge and another person told 

her that the school district was paying for it as it was on school district property?  Jack said no, 

it’s on Township property.  The school district doesn’t own anything on that side of the road 

until you go down Polk Valley Road to the intersection with the school campus.  The Township 

owns the triangular piece of property where the bridge is going.  There are two old bridge 

abutments there.  Where the sweeping curve is on Polk Valley Road, years ago the road actually 

went straight and over a little bridge over Polk Valley Run and then it went east towards where 

Reservoir Road is. You can’t go there anymore as it’s now blocked off.  Then it went west 

down to 412.  We own the property that the bridge will be on and the rest of the trail is going to 

be installed in the Township right-of-way and will go up to where Polk Valley Road and school 

district’s Campus Way intersect, and then go across that street into the campus.  Awhile back 

when we discussed this, we did sit down with the school district and talked about sharing some 

of the cost.  First of all, they don’t have any money. Secondly, they really don’t have a piece of 

the trail. We may discuss it with them again as the one thing they are getting benefit from is that 

maybe eight years ago when they expanded the campus, they submitted a plan to the Township 

for approval.  Part of that plan required them to put sidewalks all around the school district 

property. A sidewalk was supposed to come down Polk Valley Road to the corner. The plan was 

that it was going to be on the western side of the road and then it was going to have a crosswalk 

right at that dangerous curve and then go into the park.  There was a discussion about that and 

the Council felt that that plan was not safe, so they said let’s look at a trail on the other side of 

the road, which is what we are working on now.  Donna asked where they were going to cross?  

Jack said all the way up at the high school campus where the stop sign is.  It’s going to be all 
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crosswalks there.  The Council deferred the requirement for them to put in the sidewalk, which 

would have required them to install a raised boardwalk as there is a wetland next to the ball 

fields.  It would have been expensive.  The school district did put money aside and that’s been 

deferred. They have to come to the Township and get a waiver from that requirement, and 

Council, at that time, may ask them to kick in a little bit towards this trail as they have money 

budgeted for that.  The bridge is the biggest expense.  The rest of the trail is just going to be 

asphalt.  Since you are mentioning that, we still have to talk to Mr. Herman about demolishing 

the house.  At the last meeting, he mentioned that Mr. Herman offered the house to the 

Township.  They have been planning all along to squeeze the trail in front of that farmhouse and 

there are trees there that they needed to protect so we had to bring in an arborist.  They had to 

put in a geo-grid type of boardwalk trail so it wouldn’t harm the roots.  That was going to cost 

probably $15,000.00 just to put that section in.  They also had to put up a road barricade in front 

to protect the pedestrians on the trail.  A month or so ago, Mr. Herman emailed them and asked 

if the Township was interested in demolishing the house.  He advised us that he uses to use it 

for his business but now it is just sitting there empty and it’s been vandalized and kids broke in 

and set a fire in the back of the house.  He said the Township could have it if they want to 

demolish it.  We had a meeting with him and told him we had to check on a couple of things 

like if there were environmental issues inside or outside the house, underground tanks and so 

forth, and check on any historical requirements.  We probably have to do a house study. As 

soon as these costs we will go back and speak to Mr. Herman.  The Township feels that if he 

wants us to demolish the house, he should pay for these things in order to give it to us free and 

clear, and we’ll gladly go in there with our Public Works and knock it down and cart the debris 

away to the landfill.  Donna said there’s a plot of land there that you could have for parking and 

then people could just walk across the bridge and go to the park.  Jack said why would we need 

more parking?  We have parking right up the road at the school.  Judie said there have been 

discussions about people not wanting to walk that far.  Jack said they are going to suggest that if 

events at the park need overflow parking it will be on the school campus and accessible via this 

connector trail and bridge.  We haven’t had any events at the park so far that needed overflow 

parking.  The one big soccer event they had, they only had one car use the field by the dog park.  

There’s enough parking at the top for everyone.  There are over 200 spaces. No one has 

discussed acquiring more land for parking. What they have talked about with Mr. Herman was 

moving the trail back off the road further once the house is demolished.  He’s okay with that.  

We just have to get the legal documents signed.  Once the house is knocked down, if we do it, 

we can move the trail back and Public Works can pave it it and it will be real simple. The trees 

will remain, and the trail will go behind them. That’s something they are working on. 

Construction on the bridge should start in November and it should be opened fairly quickly.  

Once the foundations are up, they are just going to bring the bridge in and put the sections 

together.  The trail will probably be done by next Spring.  Dave said did you say there’s 

Township land that goes from Reservoir Road to Polk Valley?  Jack where Polk Valley Road 

comes around the curve, and then there is the park entrance, they are putting the trail in right 

there by Polk Valley Run.  Dave said he envisioned at one time that Reservoir Road joined.  

Jack said he thinks that the right-of-way for the old road alignment must have been abandoned 

and probably reverted to this piece of property.  Mr. Herman said he would get some Amish 

farmers to take down the barn.  They can resell it or reassemble it. He wants everything taken 

down.    

 

Jack said per our Maintenance Policy we usually do aeration and slit seeding on the athletic 

fields in September.  Roger Rasich asked if we should have it inspected because of the drought.  

Jack called Doug Linde who is a PhD at Delaware Valley College.  He works for Del Val Soil 

& Environmental.  About two years ago, we started talking about hiring a professional 

agronomist to look at the turf on the athletic fields and we came up with a Maintenance Policy 

for treating, aerating, and seeding the fields so that if they are used by all the sports teams, they 
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wouldn’t be burned out and dead.  With Doug’s help, we adopted the Maintenance Policy for 

our parks that included such things as how frequently the grass should be cut, at what height, 

when fertilization should be applied, when herbicides should be applied, when aeration should 

happen - all this is in the policy.  He came in and looked at it.  He said it was great, and tweaked 

it a little bit.  Since that time, he’s inspected the fields on an annual basis to tell us what we need 

to do, change this or increase that.  One of the things we know happened was there was a severe 

drought this summer, which ended with the big rainstorm last week.  Apparently, that drought 

also left the fields susceptible to grub infestation.  Hellertown’s Dimmick Park football field 

was totally wiped out for football play this fall.  They can’t play there this year because of 

grubs.  One of the school fields had the same problem.  Doug inspected our fields and advised 

that we really came through pretty well despite two (2) droughts and two (2) periods of 

dormancy during the summer, and the insect infestation.  He said looking at the fields, they 

came through pretty good and it’s due to the maintenance program we have in place.  Scott was 

saying when he was here last month that a soccer team came up from King of Prussia and they 

were raving about how good the fields were in Polk Valley Park.  Doug made some 

recommendations for treatments this fall and we’ll be following those.  Now that we’ve had 

enough rain, we can go ahead with our seeding and the other treatments on the field.  His cost is 

$400.00 for this.  It’s well worth it.   Donna said didn’t we pay something like $9,000.00?  Jack 

said it was around $3,500.00 and that was for him to come in initially and look at all of the 

fields and review the maintenance policy.  Jack had Doug just looked at the Polk Valley and 

Town Hall fields this time as the Southeastern and Steel City fields are not being used.  Dave 

said the deal was that it was some sort of ongoing maintenance and to check on the fields and it 

was significantly less than the $3,500.00.  Jack said we wanted someone to look at the fields, at 

least annually, after the play is done and advise us to increase or decrease something so we’re in 

good shape going into the spring season.  That’s something that has worked out pretty good.   

 

Jack said one of the things we’ve been talking about is joint recreation.  Where we are heading 

with the school district and Hellertown, we are going to need a uniform maintenance policy for 

all the fields so they are all treated the same way so we don’t lose a field like at Dimmick Park.  

In those cases, the sports leagues take care of most of the maintenance responsibilities, and if 

there isn’t any plan in place, it is basically up to whatever the sport feels they need or can afford 

to do.  In this case, it really wasn’t proactive and lost the field for a whole season.  That’s 

something that is important and we are doing that and will expect that to continue. Donna said 

when they first put the park in at Polk Valley, weren’t there a couple of areas where they tested 

for having some sort of well in the future?  Jack said there is potential to have a well there.  He 

checked with everyone about watering and they said after a few years you really don’t need 

water.  The fields up there are not used in the summer time at all. It’s usually spring and fall, so 

that gives it a chance to give them a rest.  Dave said he was there this weekend and many times 

over the last month, and they really look great.  There’s no question that what we did and the 

steps we took with the Maintenance Policy has paid off tremendously.  On a mountainside like 

that, that’s where you are going to have the worst effects, but it looks great.  Jack said we have a 

good program in place and everyone supports that. If we go into this joint recreational authority, 

that is one of the key things that we are going to push for having it uniform for all of the fields 

and facilities.  Donna said doesn’t Hellertown do their own mowing?  Jack said yes, that’s all 

they do.  They lease it to a sport, and then that sport does most of the maintenance on the fields.  

Jack said the question is how is this maintenance going to get paid for?  It’s either the 

municipalities are going to put the money out or the leagues are going to have to put the money 

out.  Dave said or a combination of both.  Jack said that way they will be available for use year 

round and they will be kept in good shape for everyone to use.  That’s what the goal is.   

 

6. Kingston Park – Jack said all the pathways and trails have been cut in and they did put the 

gravel in and that’s been rolled. They need to come in and put the pervious concrete in.  All the 
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paving will be done before winter sets in.  We had to wait on some of it because there’s a 

garden going in at one spot called “Ella’s Garden”.  It’s named after Dr. Kingston’s mother.  

He’s the one who donated the park.  They had to do some grading and didn’t want to harm any 

of the pathways with the heavy equipment.  

 

7. Easton Road Fields – Jack said we’ll be starting work in the springtime on the parking area off 

of Mockingbird Hill and we’ll be working on cleaning up the upper field so that can be  used. 

That will give two baseball fields out there sometime next year.  We are going to order park 

signs for Kingston Park, which would be a smaller version of the ones we have at the other 

parks.  We’ll also be ordering one for the Easton Road Fields, so they can be identified as a 

Township park.  On each of the parks, down at the bottom of the park entrance signs there are 

two posts and we are planning to add another piece of signage that will indicate when the parks 

are open, “from dusk to dawn”.  There was an issue that was brought to his attention by the 

Police as there were people in the park after dark.   

 

8. Grants – Jack said we have submitted a grant to Northampton County. They had some open 

space funding that was allocated to all of the municipalities a couple of years ago.  We took 

some of it for Polk Valley Park and there was $127,771.00 left in our allocation that we put in 

for Steel City Park improvements.  They are waiting until next year to do those improvements.  

Jack said on October 14
th
, they will make a presentation before the Open Space Committee of 

the Northampton County Council.  Hopefully that will be approved.  The other grant they are 

putting in is for PCTI funding for safe bike routes.  What they put together with Hellertown was 

a plan for a feasibility study to identify ways of connecting the Township with the rail trail and 

Hellertown Borough and eventually with the City of Bethlehem.  This is primarily the streets 

and roads in the Township connected into Hellertown, the hub, and to the Rail Tail. 

 

9. Saucon Rail Trail – Jack said the bid for the rail fencing was awarded to Pro Max Fence 

Systems out of Reading, PA for $17,757.00.  We have a plan for access management gates.   He 

showed pictures of the two road crossings, the access gates and the bollards to the group.  This 

has been approved. At the Meadows Road crossing there are two stop signs, which is good news 

as it’s much cheaper than the flashing lights we were considering.  We can go ahead with the 

installation of the signage.  Over at Old Mill, there will be the same signage.  There are no stop 

signs needed there as it’s a dead end.  There will be a stop sign on the trail.  They are going to 

ask the contractor that is doing the fence if they can do the gates and the bollards so they are 

done the same way as the fences.  That will be done shortly.  The last thing they have to get 

done with Hellertown is an agreement on the surface material. They have agreed it will be No. 9 

gravel on the surface but we are still discussing what the sub-base will be made of.  They would 

like to use a slag material, which is free.  What’s holding that up is a chemical analysis that the 

people from the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation (LVEDC) are doing a 

study on that and they are going to get a lab analysis of the slag at the Thomas Iron site to see if 

there’s any issues with it.  We talked about the issues here and one of them was the odor.  Until 

we get clearance on that, we can’t use any of the free slag as a sub-base.    If we can’t use it, we 

are going to have to go with a crushcrete type of base and cover it with gravel.  That will be the 

last thing we’ll need to do.  The fences will be up. The gates and bollards will be up.  Then 

we’ll just come in and pave the surface and that will take care of our section.  The Hellertown 

section still has an issue with moving the flashing lights at Water Street.  They have to get a cost 

as they got a quote initially from a company that maintains their traffic lights.  We are trying to 

see if we can break down that cost where the Public Works Departments can do some of that 

work.  We’re still working on that.  Donna asked what was the timeframe on the trail?  Jack said 

we are hoping to get our section definitely finished by the end of the year.  The fences are going 

to go up shortly.  The contractor is just doing the initial paperwork.  Donna said Upper Saucon 

is predicting theirs will be done by the end of the year.  Jack said the cost of our section and 
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Hellertown’s is going to be around $36,000.00.  Upper Saucon did a contract for their section 

for $360,000.00.  It’s from the Lower Saucon line to Preston Road at their community park 

which is about 2 miles in length.  They made it 12’ wide, which is 2’ wider than we discussed 

from day one.  It’s going to be all gravel and packed, the same type of stones we have.  Donna 

said they are not having their Public Works people do it?  Jack said they are contracting it out.  

Jack said there’s no bridges involved.  Our combined length with Hellertown is about 3 miles 

from Bachman Street down to our border with Upper Saucon Township.  All Hellertown has to 

do is their road crossings if they can get past this flashing light.  The bridges are going to be 

done with this contract.  Dave said we are doing basically from the City of Bethlehem to Upper 

Saucon for $36,000.00.  That doesn’t necessarily include the costs for Public Works.  Jack said 

the biggest cost is the bridges and we got that down to $17,000.00.  We can do the bollards and 

gates.  Dave said when will the surface work start?  Jack said we have to wait to see what we 

can use for the sub-base.  As soon as we get the fences up on the bridges and the gates and the 

bollards installed, we can take all the Jersey barriers down, and then we can control access onto 

the trail.  We’ll then schedule the time for the Public Works crews from Hellertown and Lower 

Saucon to do put down the gravel surface.  They’ll mobilize and probably be done in less than a 

week.  Then it’s ready to go.  In the wintertime, we talked about leaving the snow on it so the 

cross country skiers can use it.  After that, if it doesn’t melt, we’ll have to play it by ear.  He 

doesn’t know of that many trails that are plowed.  Dave said you will do damage to it if it’s not 

paved.  Jack said in the wintertime it will be open, people can walk on it and check it out.  If 

Upper Saucon’s section is finished, you can go from Hellertown down to DeSales University.  

Someone asked if we were going to have an official opening?  Tom asked if there was going to 

be an official opening?  Jack said yes, there will be an opening.  Coopersburg has a very small 

section and they are linked to Upper Saucon’s end section.  Upper Saucon is going to do the 

upper section first.  Their lower section between Preston Road and Coopersburg, which is also 

around 2 miles, will be expensive as they have to get the trail underneath Preston Road, and 

then they have to figure out what they are doing where the Lutron Plant is.  Then there is a 

bridge that’s south of the Lutron Plant, and then they have to take it down past Living Memorial 

Park, and that’s where it hooks up with Coopersburg.  Coopersburg is not going to open up their 

section until Upper Saucon comes south. Coopersburg is a very small section, about a ½ mile.  

The trail then goes back into Upper Saucon before it goes to Bucks County.  Dave said what 

about Quakertown?  Jack said no one from down there has really talked about rail trail.  We are 

talking to Bethlehem about a section from Bachman Street up to Silvex Road behind the 

Wendy’s, and that’s currently under lease to the crushcrete plant behind the Turkey Hill. He 

doesn’t know when that lease is going to end, but in order for us to connect with Bethlehem at 

Saucon Park; we’d have to secure that part from Northern Southern.   We also talked about the 

bridge at High Street.  Norfolk Southern wants to take that down and they wanted to fill in that 

cut.  PUC and the City of Bethlehem said no, you have to keep it open as a recreational passage.  

Now they are talking about putting a new bridge up which would allow bikes and pedestrians to 

go underneath it and allow us to link up some time in the future.  When the Bethlehem 

Greenway is done, to get to it from our trail, you are going to have to get off the trail and we’re 

not sure what that route is going to be.  We don’t want anyone to go on Route 412.  You are 

going to have to figure out how to get around, maybe on Williams Street.   That’s where we are 

for now.   

 

Donna said at our last Rail Trail meeting, they agreed to put the Saucon Rail Trail on Face 

Book.  Jack said it’s already up.  Donna said we have worked on a map of the trail.  The only 

thing that needs to be done on the map is to indicate where the historical sites are and where 

parking is and then it’s ready to go.  They’ve been working on a brochure that they can show 

when they do fundraising.  To update you on whether they will allow horses on the trail, 

basically the business of horses on the trail goes right back to people.  There are some people 

who are trashy and throw a lot of things down and don’t pick up papers and cigarettes.  There 
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are crummy people when they are walking their dog and not picking up after them.  There are 

also good people.  Some will get off their horse and clean up the mess, and then you have 

people that don’t.  The bottom line is do you punish everyone because of a few crummy people?  

Tom said unfortunately, a few bad apples spoil it for everyone else.  Donna said there are horse 

people who clean up.  There are others that say what a horse leaves is biodegradable and after a 

couple of rains, it becomes dirt.  She doesn’t know if there’s a solution.  Can you tell the horse 

people that they can’t use the trail, is that fair?   Do you say to people that we won’t have any 

parks as there are rotten people who don’t clean up.  You can say you can’t walk your dog 

because dog people don’t have their dog on a leash and their dog is uncontrollable and running 

down and challenging people or bikers.  It’s something that Council will have to decide.  Do we 

want to do this or don’t we?  Obviously, there are major parks like Nockamixon and Green 

Lane and they think there should be a portion of the park where people can ride horses.  Not 

everyone has a horse trailer that they can go to a major park.  Horses are much harder to 

transport than dogs, people or bikes.  She doesn’t think it’s fair.  Tom said what is the bottom 

line then?  Donna said Council has to decide that.  Dave said at our last meeting we talked about 

Donna getting information on other people’s ideas.  She said that’s what the consensus is.  Dave 

said do you have anything on paper from them?  An analysis of who allows horses, what parks 

don’t, what the rules are?  Donna said their rules are online.  Dave said can you bring that to a 

meeting?  Donna said she doesn’t have a printer on her computer.  Jack said send it to him and 

he’ll print the information.  Dave said give us ideas of where to go to get this information.  He 

would not address Council on this issue until he had something to give them and show them that 

these are the pros and cons. These are the people that allow it and this is how they are dealing 

with.  These are the people who are saying no.  Until that information is available, if he was a 

Council member, he wouldn’t make a decision either way if he doesn’t know anything about it.  

What are the issues with insurance?  How do they deal with interacting with people on bikes 

and dogs in close proximity to each other?  He doesn’t know anything about horses.  He thinks 

it would be neat to have horses on this trail. Somebody must have already implemented these 

rules.  Donna said they have rules and regulations printed out on their websites and all of the 

major parks allow horses.  Dave said you have a park that’s hundreds of acres like Nockamixon 

and they probably have horse trails that are just dedicated to horses.  We just have a straight 

path running through our municipalities.  It’s not trails where you can take different forks in the 

road and this is a little different.  Donna said it’s a lot nicer than most of the parks.  This has a 

lot more room for people to move back and forth.  Jack said where Council stands is that the 

Rail Trail is going to be considered a Township park.  All the rules that apply to the Township 

parks will apply to the Rail Trail.  Therefore, no horses are allowed as they are not allowed in 

any Township parks.  The first thing that would have to happen is the Township Council would 

have to change the ordinance to say horses are allowed on the Rail Trail.  The second thing they 

said was what’s everyone else doing about horses, meaning Coopersburg, Hellertown and 

Upper Saucon? The answer was we don’t know that answer yet.  Upper Saucon, he’s heard 

unofficially, may not allow horses, but he doesn’t know that for sure.  Hellertown is not sure 

what their position is.  They haven’t really discussed it.  Council said let’s wait until the whole 

trail is open so we can discuss this.  They don’t want to say okay in Lower Saucon and then 

have a “no” in Upper Saucon and “no” in Hellertown. The one problem in Lower Saucon is we 

don’t have any place for people to come with a horse trailer and pull it off into a public parking 

area and unload a horse.  That’s going to be pretty difficult and we don’t want people going on 

private property.  Council did ask Donna to come back with information on how horses are 

handled on other trails.  Council is not going to make a decision by December as Upper Saucon 

will be open later on and it will not be their whole section.  Judie said it seems to her that some 

people who would be jogging or walking with small children, would be more afraid of a dog 

than a horse.  Donna said that horses are more controlled than a dog as the rider is on the horse.  

There are a lot of people on trails that just let their dog go off lease.  There’s more danger of a 

dog being aggressive than a horse.  Donna said we talked about the gravel trail we are putting 
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down would be for people.  The railbed is 30’ wide and the horses would not be on the gravel 

trail used by walkers and bikers. Jack said we always discussed that the horses would be 

somewhere on the side.  If horses were allowed and there was horse manure, it would be on the 

path on the side.  Dave said we have ordinances that are basically laws that are established for 

parks.  This trail will go under this park law.  Donna said the ordinance doesn’t say no horses.  

Jack said yes, it prohibits horses.  Dave said let’s say Judie wants to make a change and she 

doesn’t like this particular ordinance.  It takes month and months to change that.  They have to 

be advertised.  You have to convince the Council.  What’s the verbiage, what’s the change?  

The Solicitor has to give the verbiage to that ordinance. It’s going to take a long time.  Even if 

everyone were unanimous and said we want horses, it would probably take until the end of the 

year for that particular ordinance.  He agrees with everyone here and Council and Jack, that is if 

we are going to do this, there are some financial implications.  We have to put down a mulch 

trail.  What will the rules be?  Who enforces those rules?  What does everybody else do?  

Somebody has to gather that information.  Tom said he’ll look on line and gather the 

information.  He will have the information for the next meeting which will include parks in our 

area that allow horses, what the rules are, he’ll have the links, then you can go from there.  Jack 

said one of the unique things about this is that it was a two-track railbed so there is room for an 

additional trail for horses.  On a lot of other trails, they are sharing the same trail.  A lot of the 

rules out there will be for horses, walkers, bikers, and dogs sharing the same trail.  Donna said 

she can find the funding to lay down the other trail.  There are groups where the funding could 

come from.  Tom said let’s get the information first and then we can present it to Council.  Jack 

said we also have a Saucon Rail Trail Advisory Committee, and we thought they were going to 

be the advisory body to make the recommendations, but Upper Saucon and Coopersburg never 

adopted the resolution.  We have meetings of people who are interested, but there are more 

unofficial members on the committee than official.  That was the body we thought would be 

making decisions like this for the Rail Trail.  Dave said the bottom line is even if we all agree 

that the pros outweigh the cons, we still may not be able to do it as it may just be one little 

section.  Jack said for example, if the supervisor in Upper Saucon just put in a $360,000.00 trail 

in their township and Lower Saucon says we are going to allow horses on the trail and Upper 

Saucon says we are not going to allow horses on our section of the trail.  How are you going to 

keep them off the UST section of the trail if we allow them on?  Are you going to have a cop 

down there stopping them?  If we’re not all on board with this, we are going to have problems.  

Tom said if we plant the seed early, it’s not going to hurt.  The goal is to get the horses on the 

trail.  If we pull together all the information, Donna can go and say here’s why you should do it.  

It’s a step in the right direction.  Donna said in the beginning, everything was pro-horse until 

she heard that Roger had a talk with certain people and decided we’re not going to have any 

horses on this trail and then wham.  Jack said where did you hear that?  Roger doesn’t run the 

trail.  The decisions are made by the Council and by me.  He never heard Roger say that.  You 

haven’t heard anything from the Township that said no horses on the trail.  Council only told 

you they didn’t want to make any decision about it at this time.  That was based on 

recommendations from the Saucon Rail Trail Advisory Committee and from this body.  If 

Roger had something to say about this, he would have said it to me, and he did not.  If he had an 

opinion it would have been factored into the recommendations we have all made on the 

development of the trail so he wants to put that rumor to rest.  Dave said this is the plan we have 

been talking about for the past few months.  Dave said all four municipalities will have all the 

same information we gave to Council.  The only way to start it is right here.  Donna said you are 

never going to get Upper Saucon to agree with anything.  They let us know they are going to do 

their own thing.  Jack said all we heard from was the Township Manager.  We did not hear from 

the Board of Supervisors.   Tom said we give the package to them and go to the horse people in 

Upper Saucon, you may very well find there are influential people there who like horses, and 

those are the people to talk to.  They go to their meetings and ask why can’t we ride our horses 

on the trail.  Dave said there must be some rules, like no galloping, no jumping, and no letting 
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your horse run without being on top of it.  Tom said he’d be surprised if you didn’t find people 

in Upper Saucon Township who don’t want horses on the trail.  Dave said he agrees with what 

Judie said, who doesn’t like to see a horse walk by?  Donna said when people are at parks and 

there are kids on the trail and they are riding on the trail, they stop, get off their trail and let the 

kids pet the horse.  Dave said he wants to know what the implications are, what are the rules, 

what do other people do.  Tom said he will pull everything together.  His wife loves horses, so 

she will help him get the information.   

 

10. Volunteer/Scout Projects - Jack said the Boy Scout is still working on kiosks for the Saucon 

Rail Trail.  That has to go to the Hellertown Council as it’s on their section.   

 

6. Old Business:  

 

 Joint Recreation Study Committee – Jack said nothing new.  They reported they had the 

meeting and the DCNR people were there.  We are just waiting for the grant application to be 

submitted and approved.  At the next meeting they are going to give us a couple of candidates 

for the peer person.  We will start working with them on putting together the plan of this joint 

recreation authority.  This will be something we will be working on in 2011.  There still would 

be a need for a Park and Recreation Board.  This would just run programs and activities that 

would use our facilities.  Dave said if it is successful, maybe ten to fifteen years from now, 

maybe, but not now.  Jack said if there’s an advisory body, the Council would still want 

someone from Parks and Recreation Board as an advisory group to make recommendations.  

Dave said if we get the peer to peer and it would take years to get the circuit writer.  Jack said 

you need to have all your ducks in a row as there will be a lot of things you need, brochures, 

websites, then people are going to demand things. Everyone has to agree on this whole concept.  

We are talking about something that sounds inviting.  You really have to have people on board.  

Dave said, for example, let’s say that Tom, Judie, you, me, we all have yards. Then if we say 

lets allow our families to use all four yards when they want – what are the rules.  Everyone has 

different rules.  There’s going to be issues like that.  How is the grass cut?  How are the fields 

maintained?  He thinks a year for just the peer-to-peer study would be good.  You are talking 

about volunteers and volunteers who then have to say let’s get an agreement between these 

entities who have different taxpayers.  It’s not easy.     

 

 Cyclo-Cross Event on October 2, 2010 – Jack said Chris’s event was very successful.  There 

were 150 participants at Town Hall Park.  Jack showed the Board the tape from Channel 69 

news broadcast.  There were some ruts which were taken care of.  They put down about 200 

pounds of grass seed before they went around so the riders would press it into the ground.  

Everyone thought it was challenging.  There was a little kid’s race in the beginning and 

everyone loved it.  The way it was set up with the pavilions and rest rooms, they said it couldn’t 

have been better.  It was really a good day. 

 

7. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 8:17 P.M. 

 

8. Next Meeting:  November 1, 2010. 


