
 

 

 

Lower Saucon Township 

Parks & Recreation Board 

Meeting Minutes                                                                                                                                August 3, 2015 

 

1. Meeting Called To Order – The meeting was called to order by Dave Spirk at 7:05 PM at Town Hall 

Park. 

 

2. Roll Call 

Present – Dave Spirk, Katrina Schreefer, Alan Hall, Priscilla Oren, Gary Gorman, members; Jack 

Cahalan, Staff Liaison.   Absent – Bill Ross, Tom Butera   

 

4.        Approval of July 13, 2015 Minutes – Dave moved for approval of the July 13, 2015 minutes, second by 

Katrina.  All in favor. 

 

5. Citizen Non-Agenda Items – None 

 

6. Projects 
 

 Town Hall Park – Jack provided a copy of a police report with the names blacked out that 

described an incident where an individual rented the pavilion and apparently wanted to use the 

electric service in the nearby performance stage for a game for the children at the event and after 

having his request refused by the Township PW, took it upon himself to cut the padlock off the 

electric box and then replaced it with one he bought. The matter was reported to the police but no 

charges were filed.  

 

 Southeastern Park – No update  

 

 Steel City Park – Jack said that Public Works will start the Phase 1 construction of the park after 

they complete their road projects. 

  

 Heller Homestead – PSU-LV students will complete the plantings in landscape plan on August 

20th. Two (2) Boy Scouts are working on Eagle Projects on property.  

 

 Polk Valley Park – Playground has been completed and opened. Girl Scout project to install bat 

boxes approved by EAC and Council. Jack handed out copies of sketch drawings of the playground 

area which shows the potential future locations for the composting toilets. Dave said that he 

wanted to recommend that the Township consider approving the construction of a concession stand 

located directly east of the Manny Tavormina rock on the other side of the paved pathway 

approximately 10-15” off the path. Dave said that the structure would be approximately 12 x 20 

feet, constructed out of cinderblock with a metal roof. The opening would be facing south down 

the asphalt path. The stand would be utilized by the various sports organizations when they have 

games at the park. Jack said that we have a concession stand agreement that we put together when 

the FBLA requested approval to bring their snack wagon up to the park. Eventually when 

electricity is brought into the park it could be connected to the building. Dave made the motion, 

which was seconded by Gary to recommend to the Council that they approve the stand. All in 

favor. Dave said that it would be constructed by volunteers possibly with donated materials. Jack 

said that he would notify the sports organizations of this recommendation and enlist their support 

for it. 

 

 Kingston Park – No update 
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 Easton Road Fields – Jack said that because the Public Works schedule has been pushed back by 

other projects, this may not get done this year and will be on the list for next year.  

 

 Dravecz Parcels – The Solicitor has advised us that a parking area in the 50’ access easement is    

not addressed in our agreement with the owner. GPSed the major trails on the property. Having 

issues locating site for the parking area. 

 

 Grants – Submitting grant application to D & L National Heritage Corridor for funding for Phase 

II   Small Scale Management Plan for Saucon Rail Trail. 

 

 Woodland Hills Preserve – Jack said the driveway from Countryside Lane and parking area have 

been installed and a portable toilet is now on the site. The sign with a map of the trails will be 

installed shortly in the parking lot.  Two grass trails have been mowed through the preserve. 

Katrina thought that another color other than green should be used to mark the trail. Jack said he 

will look into this.  

 

 Volunteer/Scout Projects – Boy Scout Jonah Beers attended the meeting and stated that he is 

looking for potential project to achieve his Eagle Scout rank. He is 17 years old so he has over a 

year to complete the project. Jack handed him a list of sites and organizations where there were 

possible Eagle Scout projects. Jack stated that the most immediate need that the Township had was 

for trail marking stakes at the Woodland Hills Preserve. Jack asked Jonah to review the list and 

then get back to him and let him know which project he was interested in and he would put him in 

touch with the person(s) who could discuss the project in more detail. The Township would pay for 

any materials if the project was on one of our properties.   

 

 Saucon Rail Trail – Jack said that he has reservations about the Old Castle composting toilet that 

is planned for the Reading Drive Trailhead because the quoted price for their latest model is now 

up to $91,000. When we received the DCNR grant for these toilets several years ago, the units cost 

approximately $33,000 each. The unit installed up at Kingston Park still is experiencing minor 

nuisance problems that need tweaking from time to time which he thought should have been ironed 

out by now.  

 

 SV Recreation Partnership – no longer active 

 

7. Old Business:  

 

 Friends of Park – No update. 

 

8. New Business 

 

 Park & Recreation Survey – Jack said that he spoke to the Township Planner about expanding 

this survey to include open space like the last survey we did when we did the Park, Recreation and 

Open Space Plan with Upper Saucon in 2006. She is working on constructing an updated survey 

form to accomplish this. 

 Smoking in Parks – The Board had a discussion about prohibiting smoking in Township parks. 

Jack said that it is currently not prohibited in park but is on the Saucon Rail Trail as the Township 

adopted separate rules for the SRT before it opened in 2011. Priscilla made a motion 

recommending this to the Township Council with a second by Gary. All in favor. 

 

9. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

 

10. Next Meeting:  Monday, September 14, 2015 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall  


