
 

Lower Saucon Township 

Parks & Recreation Board 

Meeting Minutes                                                                                                                                 April 13, 2015 

 

1. Meeting Called To Order – The meeting was called to order by Dave Spirk at 7:07 PM at Town Hall. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

Present – Dave Spirk, Tom Butera, Bill Ross, Alan Hall, Katrina Schreefer, Gary Gorman, members; 

Tom Maxfield, Council Liaison and, Jack Cahalan, Staff Liaison.   

 

Absent – Priscilla Oren, Jason Cherry 

 

4.        Approval of March 2, 2015 Minutes – Gary moved for approval of the March 2, 2015 minutes, second 

by Bill.  All in favor. 

 

5. Citizen Non-Agenda Items – None 

 

6. Projects 
 

 Town Hall Park – No update.  

 

 Southeastern Park – No update.  

 

 Steel City Park – Jack said this has been a long process but we are finally ready to start this 

project. We first had to get permits from PennDOT to use a portion of Riverside Drive and a 

NJDES permit for stormwater from the Conservation District which took about a year and a 

half. We had a meeting with all of the parties at the beginning of the year and looked at what we 

could construct in 2015 with the funding that we had available from the Northampton County 

grant we received. What we decided to do, which the Council approved, was to break the 

construction into two phases over 2015-16. The initial 2015 phase of constructions will involve 

the removal of the pavilion, fencing and the blacktop, taking down the play structures and 

storing them, and taking down some of the trees in the park. We also have to clear the section 

that we acquired several years ago. Dave asked if the park will be accessible after the 

completion of Phase 1? Jack said that at the end of this year we hope to have everything cleared 

out and stabilized. The walking trail, parking lot, pavilion pad, and the basketball court should 

be installed. The park will be able to be used in 2016 while we add the remaining component 

like the play structures, pavilion, put up the fencing, add landscaping and, eventually a 

composting restroom. This will also have to be done within the budget we have for this project. 

Jack described the issue with the paper street that runs through a portion of the park and the 

discussions we had with the two neighbors to move ahead with the re-location of the utility 

poles in the park. A sign has been posted at the park letting everyone know about the 

construction and closing of the park. 

 

Jack showed the Board a photo of the damaged downspout on the pavilion at the park. Jack aid 

that vandalism is a continuing problem up there and one of the things that we are going to be 

doing when the park is completed is installing security cameras.  

 

 Heller Homestead – Jack said that we will be discussing the Special Events requests for the 

park. The Saucon Valley Conservancy who leases the historic Heller Homestead on the park 

property is planning on holding a new event, the Saucon Creek Arts Festival, on May 30
th
 and 

the Special Events Policy now applies to the historical properties owned by the Township so we 

will be reviewing the requests for these events.  
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 Polk Valley Park – Jack said that the playground structures have been installed and the 

pavilion is completed. Public Works has to get up there when the weather permits to install the 

pathways and complete the final landscaping. Dave said that he was there on Saturday and saw 

that a lot of children were playing on the play structures even though there is an orange fence 

around the area. The fence was down and the stakes that are protruding are a hazard. Jack said 

that he will advise Roger Rasich about this. 

 

Jack handed out photo of the Dog Park showing the fence ripped down. Jack said as the Board 

knows usually in springtime every year we have to close the sports fields because they are still 

wet from the winter thaw. We also close the Dog Park for the same reason and we chain the 

fence and put a notice of the closing on the website, and last year we installed a sign out on the 

main park road that indicates to people as they come into the park whether the Dog Park is open 

or closed. We generally get complaints from the Dog Park users about the closings and have to 

explain to them why it is closed (i.e. to protect the turf, etc.). We don’t get any complaints from 

the sports organizations. Jack said they understand why the fields are closed and they make 

other alternate arrangements to allow their teams to practice. Jack said that we started getting 

reports several weeks ago that people were spotted inside the Dog Park with their dogs when it 

was chained shut. Apparently they were climbing over the gate which was gradually pulling the 

gate off the hinges. Jack said that he asked the police when they were up there on patrol to chase 

anyone they saw inside the facility when it was closed. Over the Easter week-end, the Public 

Works Director called me and said that someone ripped down the fence rails and pulled the wire 

down on the fence to get in and out of the Dog Park. He was up there and saw people inside the 

Dog Park and called the police. Officers responded both on Saturday and Sunday and spoke to 

the people who were inside the facility. They were all non-residents and they told the police that 

despite the chain on the gate, they though the facility was “open” because the fence was down. 

None of them said they knew about closing notices posted on the Township website. Jack said 

that in addition to the damage to the fence, someone unscrewed the reversible “Open/Closed” 

placard on the road sign and took it. Board members were dismayed that the users would cause 

this type of damage to the facility. Jack said he is too since they have been very good about 

following the rules and self-policing the behavior of the dogs in the facility. Jack said that he 

doesn’t want to have to put a police officer out there and there is no electric to power security 

cameras so he does not know what to do about this. Gary said that he heard that when the police 

went out there the people left the facility and then went back in after he left.  

 

After a long discussion, the Board recommended that the Township create a Facebook page to 

better communicate with Dog Park users about these issues and explore whether a stronger gate 

could be installed at the entrance from Polk Valley Park.       

   

 Kingston Park – Jack said that the only think new is that we are going to revise the Park 

Maintenance Policy about the mowing of the natural areas which includes Ella’s Garden. The 

policy currently states that they should be mowed before April 1
st
 which we can never meet 

because ground is usually to wet to mow. If you can’t meet this deadline, we have to wait until 

the end of June to protect nesting birds. Therefore, we are changing the policy to state that these 

areas will be mowed at the end of the season, probably in late October. So Ella’s Garden will 

not me mowed this summer and the Girls Scouts have agreed to go out there and do weeding 

again. 

 

 Easton Road Fields – Jack said we did get the driveway permit from PennDOT and this project 

is on the Public Works list of projects for this year. Dave said it would be better if it was done at 

the end of the baseball season. 
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 Grants – Jack said that we have a grant in to the D & L National Heritage Corridor for funding 

the help pay for the management plan that the Planner is doing in three stages for the Saucon 

Rail Trail.   

 

 Woodland Hills Preserve – This is another project on the Public Works list that I hope that 

they can get to this year. Dave suggested that instead of making the driveway and parking lot 

the focus, we should just cut in a pathway to the site through the parcel we own next to the 

Lutz-Franklin Schoolhouse, put markings on the roadway and that way people can park at 

Kingston Park and access the facility. 

 

 Saucon Rail Trail – Jack said that we are working on the engineering plan to install a 

composting toilet at the Reading Drive Trailhead this year. 

 

 Dravecz Parcels –Jack said there is nothing new on the Dravecz parcels.  

 

 Volunteer/Scout Projects – Jack said that a Boy Scout and Girl Scout have projects at PVP and 

the Heller Homestead Nature Trail that they will be discussing at the EAC meeting tomorrow 

night. We had another Boy Scout who had a project at the Heller Homestead that would have 

required a lot of time from our Public Works Department to complete it and he discussed it at a 

Council meeting and they asked him to find volunteers to do it instead of Public Works. A local 

tree company was at the meeting and agreed to cut down some of the trees for them. 

 

7. Old Business:  

 

 Friends of Park – No update on this.  

 

8. New Business 

 

 Amendment to Special Events Policy Covering Special Amusements – Jack said that the 

Township has been getting requests from people who are reserving the park pavilions to put up 

inflatable structures like moon bounces as part of their event and we do not have any guidelines 

in our Special Events Policy to cover these. Jack said that there are some safety and liability 

issues related to their use and he put together a draft amendment to the Special Events Policy 

that would regulate their use. Some of the conditions would be requiring that there be on-site 

operators, safety inspections, safe set-up and anchoring procedures, etc. The Board asked that 

the discussion on this be continued at a future meeting. 

 Special Event Request - Boy Scout Troop 319 Camp-out – Heller Homestead Park – Jack 

said that the Boy Scouts will be camping out at the HH Park over the SV History Day week-end 

on May 1-3, 2015 and their request was reviewed by the Township staff and the Fire Marshall 

has made several recommendations as part of the approval.   

 Special Event Request – 153
rd

 PA Volunteer Infantry Living History – Heller Homestead 

Park – Jack said that this group of re-enactors will also be setting up camp in the HH Park over 

History week-end. They will also be holding firing demonstrations in the park. Jack said that the 

Fire Marshal had the same recommendations about the safe handling of the black powder. 

 Special Event Request – SV Conservancy – History Day at HH – Jack said that they will be 

setting up tents, etc. at the Heller Homestead as part of the History Day celebration. The Fire 

Marshall had recommendations about the cooking of food at the event. By a motion from Dave, 

seconded by Tom, and a 6-0 vote, all three of these requests were recommended for approval by 

the Council.   

 Cub Scout Pack #349 – Request for Waiver of Pavilion Rental Fee – Jack said that this 

group is holding an event at the pavilion in Southeastern Park on June 11
th
 and has requested a 
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waiver of the payment of the $100 pavilion rental fee. Motion by Dave, second by Tom, 6-0 

vote to recommend approval of the waiver request.   

 Review Site Plans – (Adams Outdoor Advertising Site Plan & Conditional Use) – no 

comments. 

  

9. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

 

10. Next Meeting:  Monday, May 4, 2015 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall 


