
 

Planning Commission                                    Lower Saucon Township                                   April 28, 2016 

Meeting                                                                        Minutes                                                               7:00 PM   

 

 

I. OPENING  

CALL TO ORDER:  The Planning Commission of Lower Saucon Township was called to order 

on Thursday, April 28, 2016 at 7:05 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, PA, with 

Mr. Craig Kologie presiding as acting Chair.   

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Craig Kologie, Acting Chair / Vice Chair; John Noble; Sandy Yerger; 

John Lychak, Secretary; Haas Hijazi; members; Chris Garges, Zoning Officer; Mike Beuke, 

Boucher & James; Kevin Chimics, Hanover Engineering; Linc Treadwell, Solicitor and Jake 

Nichols, Jr Planning Commission member. Absent:  Tom Maxfield and Scott Kennedy. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN AGENDA ITEMS – None 

 

III. BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. JOE HOMAY  – HOMAY MINOR SUBDVIVISION PLAN #MIN 01-16 – 1415 PUGGY 

LANE – EXP. 06/22/16 

The applicant contacted the Zoning Officer and requested to table the application while they 

prepared revised plans. 

B. IESI PA BETHLEHEM LANDFILL CORPORATION / PROGRESSIVE WASTE 

SOLUTIONS – IESI PA BETHLEHEM LANDFILL WITHIN THE LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 

ZONING DISTRICT – SOUTHEASTERN REALIGNMENT LAND DEVELOPMENT #LD 

01-15 – 2335 APPLEBUTTER ROAD – LAND DEVELOPMENT / SITE PLAN 

APPLICATION– EXP. 05/04/16 

The applicant contacted the Zoning Officer and requested to table the application while they 

prepared revised plans. 

C. LEHIGH VALLEY INDUSTRIAL PARK, INC. – LVIP VII AT EASTON ROAD PHASE 3 

– LOTS 53-56 WAIVER #WV 01-16 – 1355 EASTON RD.  

Jill Smith (Hanover Engineering), Kerry Vrobel (LVIP) and Jim Milot (Hanover 

Engineering) were present.  Jill provided the Commission with an overview of the status of 

approvals of the project.  Jill stated that the project has been approved by the City of 

Bethlehem and they are in the process of obtaining PennDOT and various other outside 

agency permits.  Jill stated that a portion of Lot 56 is within Lower Saucon Township and 

that the applicant is seeking a waiver of the complete review process due to the fact that no 

new development is proposed in the Township. 

John Noble stated that the biggest concern is the traffic.  Mr. Milot explained the traffic 

study and PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) application in depth, noting that 

his office just submitted revisions to PennDOT however the revisions were not to the 

traffic study, but the HOP.  Mr. Noble asked why the intersection of Cherry Road and 

Route 412 was not in this study.  Mr. Milot explained that that particular intersection is 

part of the Route 412 corridor project and will be studied in the future through a 

requirement LVIP has attached to their HOP permit with PennDOT for the Commerce 

Center Boulevard permit.   

Mr. Noble questioned whether internal circulation / access has been considered for Lots 

53-56?  Mr. Milot stated that LVIP is restricted by other private owners (Majestic, Eastern 

Prestressed, etc).   

Sandy Yerger questioned the number of trips and number of employees used in the 

study.  Mr. Milot said Lots 53 & 54 was planned for 100 employees and approximately 

300 trips per day.  Ms. Yerger stated that she did not believe the results of the study. 
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Mr. Robert Gonzalez (Township traffic consultant of Barry Isett Associates) discussed 

his January 6, 2016 review letter that was based on the Hanover Engineering traffic study 

from December 2015.  John Lychak questioned whether a new study should be done or 

revised.  Mr. Gonzalez said he believes so and to date they have not seen any revisions.    

Mr. Milot said that a revised application was submitted to PennDOT on this date and that 

the details of how the study would be performed were ironed out at a PennDOT scoping 

meeting and at that point LVIP committed to an after study years down the road when the 

development in question is occupied. 

Kerry Vrobel of LVIP requested that the Planning Commission move the project forward 

to Council via a waiver of land development recommendation and the Commission could 

further discuss the traffic issues raised tonight upon submission of LVIP Phase 5A. Mr. 

Noble stated that he was not comfortable with the current submission and would like our 

consultant to review the submission prior to the Commission recommending the waiver of 

land development to Council.  The general consensus of the Commission was that they 

agreed with Mr. Noble’s suggestion and did not feel comfortable recommending the 

waiver of land development to Council.  Mr. Milot further noted that a crash study was 

done and that there were not any issues.   

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Lychak moved to table the application until the Township’s consultant has an 

opportunity to review the latest submission. 

SECOND BY: Ms. Yerger 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield and Mr. Kennedy) 

 

A discussion ensued with regard to the March 16, 2016 Hanover Engineering response 

letter from Jill Smith.  Ms. Smith reviewed the six comments contained in the letter.  She 

said items #1 and #3 were discussed earlier in the meeting.  Item #3 pertained to screening 

and buffering and the applicant is now proposing additional buffering.  Mr. Vrobel stated 

that the revised buffering had not yet been submitted to the Township, he provided a copy 

in his possession to Mr. Garges for review.  The Commission requested that the Township 

Staff review the revised landscape plans prior to the project next appearing before them.  

Ms. Smith said item #4 was pertaining to stormwater and that water is flowing through the 

site from Lower Saucon Township and is being managed and conveyed as required by 

applicable ordinances.  Ms. Smith stated that Item #5 pertained to the required signature 

block which is now shown on the plan.   

D. MATT CONNOLLY – INDOOR RECREATION FACILITY FORMAL SKETCH PLAN – 

1920 LEITHSVILLE ROAD  

Matt Connolly, owner and applicant, was present.  Mr. Connolly explained that he would 

like to follow up on items that were discussed in his absence at the September 24, 2015 

Planning Commission meeting regarding this sketch plan.  Nothing new has been 

submitted since that time.  Mr. Connolly further described the property in that the existing 

garage was proposed to remain and be used for maintenance equipment.  He described the 

use as indoor recreation, primarily volleyball for 12 to 17 year old youth.  He approximates 

150 trips per day, the facility provides 45 parking spaces.  He said ideally he’d like to sell 

off the “flag pole” portion of the property, however the Commission noted that the area 

may be needed for on lot sewer or stormwater management.   

Mr. Kologie said he would like to see access management addressed along Route 412.  

As of now the entire road frontage is open to entry / exit and that would pose problems 

with the proposed use if entry was not defined. 
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Mr. Noble said that he feels that fire and emergency management is an issue.  He 

suggested that Mr. Connolly discuss the matter with the Township’s emergency 

management officials. 

 

IV. MICELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MARCH 24, 2016  

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Noble moved for approval of the March 24, 2016 Planning Commission minutes.  

SECOND BY: Mr. Hijazi 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, and Mr. Kennedy) 

 

B. JOINT HELLERTOWN / LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING DATES 
 

The Commission agreed that July 12, 2016 would be an agreeable date to meet with the 

Hellertown Borough Planning Commission at Borough Hall.  Ms. Yerger noted that there 

was an EAC meeting that night and that she and Mr. Maxfield may not be able to attend. 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN NON-AGENDA ITEMS  
 

None. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Kologie motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The time was 8:40 p.m. 

SECOND BY: Ms. Yerger   

ROLL CALL: 5-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield and Mr. Kennedy) 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Mr. Craig Kologie, Vice Chair 


