
 

Planning Commission                                    Lower Saucon Township                                        March 24, 2016 

Meeting                                                                        Minutes                                                                  7:00 PM   

 

 
I. OPENING  

CALL TO ORDER:  The Planning Commission of Lower Saucon Township was called to order on 

Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 7:05 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, PA, with Mr. Craig 

Kologie presiding as Acting Chair.   

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Craig Kologie, Acting Chair; Scott Kennedy, John Lychak, Hazem Hijazi, 

members; Chris Garges, Zoning Officer; Mike Beuke, Boucher & James; Kevin Chimics, Hanover 

Engineering; Linc Treadwell, Solicitor and Jake Nichols, Jr. Planning Commission member.  Absent:  Tom 

Maxfield, Sandra Yerger and John Noble. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN AGENDA ITEMS – None 

 

III. REORGANIZATION 

 

Election of Chair:   
MOTION BY: Mr. Lychak moved to nominate Mr. Maxfield as the chairman. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Kennedy 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 

Election of Vice Chair:  
MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi nominated Mr. Kologie as the Vice Chairman.   

SECOND BY: Mr. Lychak 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 

Election of Secretary:  
MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi nominated Mr. Lychak as the Secretary.   

SECOND BY: Mr. Kennedy 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 

Designation of meeting time, place and date:  
MOTION BY: Mr.  Hijazi moved to meet at 7:00 PM at Town Hall on the fourth Thursday of each month.   

SECOND BY: Mr. Lychak 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 

IV. BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. PENNSYLVANIA VENTURE ADVERTISING  – SITE PLAN #01-16 – 3667 ROUTE 

378 – EXP. 06/22/16 
Mr. David Harte & Mickey Thompson were present.  They provided a brief overview of the 

proposed project, which included removing an existing billboard and constructing another billboard.  

Attorney Treadwell clarified that the application was before the Commission for two reasons: (1) to 

determine if the site plan was adequate for the ZHB to consider in conjunction with the Special 

Exception application and (2) to review the site plan for consistency with applicable Township 

ordinances.   

 

Mr. Harte stated that the applicant will comply with all comments of the March 17, 2016 Boucher & 

James review letter.  Mr. Harte stated that the applicant takes issue with the Township requiring the 

expanded right-of-way along Route 378 as stated in comment #2 of the March 17, 2016 Hanover 

Engineering review letter.   

 

Attorney Treadwell said that for a site plan, the Township did not have the authority to require such 

right-of-way dedication.  Mr. Kologie asked the applicant was the sole intent just to increase the size 

of the sign to 300 square feet.  Mr. Harte said 300 square feet is the upper limit of the sign size 
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permitted by the zoning ordinance.  Mr. Lychak questioned why the application was not proceeding 

as a Conditional Use.  Mr. Garges stated that it was the interpretation of himself and Attorney 

Treadwell that the advertising use was permitted by conditional use, but existed as a nonconformity 

due to the fact that a conditional use had never be granted and a Special Exception would be 

required to alter the use.   

 

Mr. Chimics stated that the Engineer’s biggest concern was the proposed sign will be located 

directly over the top of the water and sewer lines.  Mr. Lychak asked the applicant if they had future 

plans for the property?  Mr. Harte said they have no set long term plans for the property.  Mr. 

Lychak questioned the allowable height of the structure?  Mr. Garges responded that 18’ is the 

maximum. 

 

Attorney Treadwell suggested that the PC table the site plan and the site plan review/approval.  Mr. 

Kologie suggested that the site plan contained sufficient information for review and consideration 

by the ZHB and to table the review of the site plan until plan revisions could be made. 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Lychak moved that the site plan contained sufficient information for review and 

consideration by the ZHB and to table the review of the site plan until plan revisions were made 

to comply with the review letters of Hanover Engineering and Boucher & James, both dated 

March 17, 2016. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Kennedy 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 
V. MICELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 28, 2016  

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi moved for approval of the January 28, 2016 Planning Commission minutes.  

SECOND BY: Mr. Kennedy 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN NON-AGENDA ITEMS - None 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Kologie moved to adjourn the meeting.  The time was 7:30 p.m. 

SECOND BY:    Mr. Kennedy   

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mrs. Yerger and Mr. Noble) 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Mr. Craig Kologie, Acting Chair 


