
 

Planning Commission                                    Lower Saucon Township                                        January 28, 2016 

Meeting                                                                        Minutes                                                               7:00 PM   

 

 
I. OPENING  

CALL TO ORDER:  The Planning Commission of Lower Saucon Township was called to order on 

Thursday, January 28, 2016 at 7:00 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, PA, with Mr. Craig 

Kologie presiding as acting Chair.  The Commission agreed that re-organization would be scheduled for 

their next meeting when more members were present, they appointed Mr. Kologie as acting Chair. 

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Craig Kologie, Acting Chair; Sandra Yerger, John Noble, Haz Hijazi; members; 

Chris Garges, Zoning Officer; Mike Beuke, Boucher & James; Kevin Chimics, Hanover Engineering; Linc 

Treadwell, Solicitor.  Absent:  Tom Maxfield, Scott Kennedy and John Lychak. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN AGENDA ITEMS – None 

 

III. REORGANIZATION – Postponed until next meeting 

 

IV. BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. CASILIO TIMBER HARVEST – SITE PLAN #05-15 – 2111 EASTON ROAD – EXP. 

03/01/16 

Mr. Brian Casilio and Mr. Joe Casilio were present.  They stated their father, the applicant, was out 

of town.  They provided a brief overview of the proposal.  Mr. Bueke stated that there were several 

items that need to be revised and brought into compliance.  Mr. Garges said that the applicant 

should forward the Boucher and James review letter to their consultant and that they should submit 

revised plans to the Township for further review. 

MOTION BY: Mr. Noble moved to table the application. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Kologie 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 

 
B. IESI PA BETHLEHEM LANDFILL CORPORATION/PROGRESSIVE WASTE 

SOLUTIONS – IESI PA BETHLEHEM LANDFILL WITHIN THE LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 

ZONING DISTRICT - SOUTHEASTERN REALIGNMENT LAND DEVELOPMENT #LD 

01-15 – 2335 APPLEBUTTER ROAD – IESI WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS PROPOSED 

CHANGES TO THE PERIMETER BERM AS THIS RELATES TO THEIR PENDING 

LAND DEVELOPMENT/SITE PLAN & ZONING HEARING BOARD APPLICATIONS - 

EXP. 12/31/15 

Mr. Joe McDowell (Martin & Martin) and Attorney Maryann Garber (Land Air Water) were 

present.  Attorney Garber provided an updated to the Commission regarding what had transpired 

since the December 17, 2015 meeting which included 12/21/15 & 1/18/16 Zoning Hearing Board 

meetings and a revised Land Development submission (1/4/16).  She discussed a general overview 

of the 01/21/16 comment letters from Hanover and Boucher & James.  She also discussed the 

waivers, and specifically touched on detention basin design waivers, curb / sidewalk, grading and 

buffering.  Attorney Garber also stated that her client has performed the height calculations for the 

MSE Wall and have concluded that the height is just over 44 feet.  She also said that her client is 

working to obtain crash history data as requested by Hanover.  Attorney Garber stated that the 

Township SALDO ordinance does not permit the Commission to recommend Land Development 

approval until such time that the application has received the required Special Exception Approval. 

 

Resident Donna Louder commented on stormwater runoff on the North Slope.  The Commission 

discussed the extreme event that occurred this summer.  Resident Priscilla DeLeon commented 

about information that is available on the website and requested that it be kept as current as 

possible.  Mr. Noble questioned the time limit for action, Attorney Garber said she would provide 

an extension letter. 

MOTION BY: Mr. Noble moved to recommend tabling the application. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Kologie 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 
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C. BEN FRANKLIN TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS – BEN FRANKLIN WAIVER #WV06-15 – 

116 RESEARCH DRIVE 

Attorney Treadwell said this is a new process for the Planning Commission.  Previously waiver 

requests such as this went directly to Council however it was determined that the Commission may 

be able to provide valuable input prior to Council action. 

 

Kevin Markell from Barry Isett & Associates presented the plan which includes 220 square feet of 

new building within Lower Saucon Township.  The remainder is within the City of Bethlehem 

limits.  The new building area in Lower Saucon Township does not reach the ground, it overhangs 

a mechanical area which was approved by the Township under a previous plan submission.  Mr. 

Markell stated that the applicant has received zoning approval from the City of Bethlehem and 

Lower Saucon Township.  The applicant is currently going through the Land Development process 

in the City.  The applicant stated that traffic has been studied and there will be no change in level of 

service based on this application.  

MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi moved to recommend approving the waiver of land development. 

SECOND BY: Ms. Yerger 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 

 

D. REGINA DU – DU MINOR #MIN02-15 – 1953 LEITHSVILLE ROAD – EXP 04-27-16 

Terry DeGroot (Terraform Engineering) and Regina Du (applicant) were present.  Mr. DeGroot 

provided an overview of the project and stated that the applicant did receive zoning relief for lot 

width and impervious coverage  He stated that the applicant did not wish to construct the dwelling 

on the new lot in the near future and that he would request a deferral of the detail required to 

provide assurance that the proposal was in compliance with all applicable ordinances.  Mr. Kologie 

and Mr. Noble stated that they would not approve the plan if they were not assured that all aspects 

of the Township ordinances were met.   

 

Mr. DeGroot reviewed the Hanover and Boucher & James review letters.  He stated that sewer had 

been adequate, that a carbonate geology study had been completed and that he was going to remove 

the “alternate” driveway from the plan to clarify things.  He also said that he would provide proper 

easement documentation for the proposed shared driveway.  Mr. Noble stated that he felt a 

PennDOT HOP permit should be obtained prior to Township approval.  Mr. Noble also stated that 

the portion of the existing Du driveway that encroached onto the Finlay property should either be 

removed or an easement should be obtained.  The Commission did generally support waivers of 

road widening, easement dedication (due to location of existing house) and the required additional 

20’ front yard and berm.   

MOTION BY: Ms. Yerger moved to recommend tabling the application. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Noble 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 

 

V. MICELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. LVIP VII – PHASE 3 LOTS 53-56 – CITY OF BETHLEHEM REQUEST FOR 

COMMENTS 

Mr. Garges stated that the City of Bethlehem provided the Township this set of plans for comment.  

Mr. Garges provided an overview of the project which includes commercial development within 

the City of Bethlehem, including road widening along Easton Road and three new entrance 

driveways.  There is no development proposed on the plan and one of the remaining lots (Lot 56) 

would reside partially in Lower Saucon Township. 

 

After reviewing the aforementioned plans, the Commission discussed four areas of concern 

that they would like the City of Bethlehem to consider as they review the application: 

 

1. This development stands to have a traffic impact on Ringhoffer Road, Easton Road and 

Cherry Lane. 
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2. This portion of Easton Road is a gateway to rural agricultural and residential areas of 

Lower Saucon Township.  As such the Commission would like to request adequate 

buffering of any future commercial / industrial use. 

3. The Commission suggests that the City or the developer should consider internalizing 

the traffic from the development such that entry and exit points would lead to 

Commerce Boulevard as its access to Route 412. 

4. There are known flooding issues upstream from the proposed development.  The 

Commission suggests that stormwater control and management should be of utmost 

importance as to minimize effects of the new development on upstream property 

owners. 

 

B. REVIEW & COMMENT ON ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2016-01 RELATING TO 

GOLF COURSE USES.  

Mr. Treadwell stated that the ordinance before the Commission is the same one they’ve previously 

reviewed and it contains the revisions they suggested.  The ordinance has been sent to LVPC for 

review and is scheduled to be heard at the February 17, 2016 Council meeting. 

MOTION BY: Mr. Noble moved for approval of the Ordinance 2016-01. 

SECOND BY: Ms. Yerger 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 

 

C. 2015 ANNUAL PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT FOR REVIEW & DISCUSSION  

Mr. Garges presented the report and highlighted some of the details.  The Commission thanked Mr. 

Garges for the report and asked him to contact the Hellertown Planning Commission to discuss 

dates for a future joint meeting.  

 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – DECEMBER 17, 2015  

MOTION BY: Mr. Noble moved for approval of the December 17, 2015 Planning Commission minutes.  

SECOND BY: Mr. Kologie 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 

 

E. UPPER SAUCON TOWNSHIP – AMENDMENT TO OFFICIAL MAP  

Mr. Garges presented a request from Upper Saucon Township to review an ordinance which 

proposed to update their official map.  Mr. Garges stated that only one copy of the map was 

received by the Township and that a scanned copy would be emailed to the Planning Commission 

members.  Mr. Garges asked that the members review the documents specifically in the areas that 

border Lower Saucon Township and please provide comments via email to Mr. Garges.  

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN NON-AGENDA ITEMS – None  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Noble motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The time was 9:00 p.m. 

SECOND BY:    Mrs. Yerger   

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent:  Mr. Maxfield, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lychak) 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Mr. Craig Kologie, Acting Chair 


