Township Council
of Lower Saucon Township

‘Offictals: -
Ron Horiszny, President
Tom Maxfield, Vice President
Priscilla del.eon
Glenn Kern
David Willard

September 8, 2015

_ Mz, John Quigley, Secretary
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Rachel Carson State Office Building
P. O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Re: Bethlehem Landfill Gas

Bethlehem Renewable Energy, LLC (BRE)

Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County
Dear Secretary Quiglejr:
Thank you for undertaking the investigation of the soutces of odors near the ITiSI Bethlehem Landfill, Pernit
#100020. While we understand that your mobile analytical unit (MAU) has been taking samples in the
area of the landfill and we recopnize that the results of that study are still being evaluated, we have not heard
of any progress the Department has made with regard to the evaluation of BRE as a soutce of the odor. We
attach a copy of your letter of April 27th, 2015 for your reference in this issue.
Please let us know if the Department has checked BRE and if so please let us know the results of the study.

Thank you for your assistance and attention to this mattei.

Sincerely,

Jack Cahalan
Township Manager

cc Lower Saucon Township Council
Senator Lisa Boscola :
Representative Robert Freeman
Representative Justin Simmons
Jim Birdsall, P.E., Hanover Engineering
B. Lincoln Treadwell, Jx., Esq.
Lower Savcon Township Landfill Committee
TEST Bethichem Land&ll

3700 Old Philadelphia Pike . Bethlehem, PA 18015 . 610-865-3291 ' FAX 610—867-3580
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April 27, 2015%.

LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIp

The Honorable Lisa M, Boscola ‘The Honorable Justin J. Simmons
Senate of Pennisylvania - Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Senate Post Office Box 203018 House Post Office Box 202131
Hairisburg, PA 17120-3018 Harelsburg, PA 17120-2131

The Honotable Robert L, Freeman
Pennsylvania House of Répresentatives
House Post Office Box 202136
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2136

Dear Seriator Boscola and Representativéjfs Simmons and Fréeman:

Thank you for your recent leiter regarding offsite odors alleged 10 be originating from IESI Pa
Beéthlehem Landfill (IEST) off of Applebuiter Road in Lower Saucon Township, Northampton
County, ' _

The Department of Envifofimental Protection (DEP) recognizes that IEST at times causes odors,
which may be detected off the landfill property and cause inconvenience to citizens that live near
or travel in the vicinity of the fandfill. DEP has réceived complaints a!]egin_g detection of odors
originating from IESI or the Bethlehem Landfill Gas Facility operated by Bethlehem Rencwable
Energy, LLC (BRE) that is located adjacent to the landfill. However, to date investigations in
response to these complaints have not verjfied offsite odors of sufficient character, duration
and/or itensity to incet the threshold of a *malodor” violation as defired by the DEP rules and
regulations (Sec 25 Pa. Code §121.1). Also, recent inspections of JESI and BRE have nol noted
operational violations by those facilities. -

As explained to Lower Saucon Township Officials in a mesting with DEP representatives on
Juiie 24, 2014, DEP will continug to investipate odor complaints and potential sources of thie
odor, These investigations of odor complairits are documented iri reports which are provided to
the township. If an odor cannot be determined to meet the definition of a malodor and the odor

source cannot conclusively bé traced to a source or an operational failuve at the landfill or the gas

facility, DEP cannof conclude that IESI o BRE is in violation.

DEP is also investigating both IES] and BRE gas management as a possible source of odors as
related to the nexus of gas use/flow baldnce belween 1EST and BRE, DEP is evaluating BRE’s
gas management during shut down/start-up aclivity as a possible source of odots. DEP's Air

Quality Program and Waste Manageman;_ Progtam continue to work closely together on this

mafier. In addition, DEF iispections will concentraté o the suitability of cover material to
prevent odors,

On March 24, 2015, IES] notified DEP that IESI schedwled the constraction of a minimum of 4
landfill gas vertical wells, 4 horizontal landfill gas collectors with connection to this landfill gas
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- Thé Honotable Lisa M. Boscdla
The Honorable Justin J. Simmons
The Honorable Robert L, Freeman -2- ' April 27, 2015

header system in the Phase IV area. As part of this work, IESI will install 5 pumps in previously
constracted gas collection wells atid one condensate collection knockout where liquid has
collected in order to improve vacuum and gas collection, 1t is estimated that this work will be
completed by early May., '

DEP is reviewing Lower Saucon Township’s request o conduct ambient air sampling in the area
of IESI, Further evaluation of IESFs gas collection system in the Phase IV aren, as well as the
performance of the intermediate cover in this area will be performed by DEP staff in the coming
weeks, DEP is also planning to scheédule DEP’s Bureau of Labs’ mobile analytical unit (MAU)
to visit tho area in late spring. Based on the results of further evaluation of landfill gas
management at IESI and the MAU sampling, a determination will be made if further ambient air
monitoring is warranted, '

Thope this addresses your eoncerns, Thaik you for yout intérest in this matter, If you have any
questions, please contact Sarah Clark, Director of Legislative Affairs, by e-mail at
saraclark@pa.gov or by telephone at 717,783.8303,

Respectfully,

7o

John Quigley
Acting Secrefary

e Jack Cahalan, Lower Saucon Towfship Manager
Lower Saucon Township Council




