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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER SAUCON 
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2008-04 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER SAUCON, AMENDING 
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER SAUCON, CHAPTER 180, AS 
AMENDED, TO REVISE THE FENCES, WALLS AND HEDGES 
REQUIREMENTS IN THE CURRENT EXISTING CHAPTER 180, MORE 
SPECIFICALLY AS FOLLOWS:  BY REVISING AND DELETING CERTAIN 
DEFINITIONS CONTAINED IN SECTION 180-5 (DEFINITIONS; WORD 
USAGE); AND BY ADDING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS TO SECTION 180-5 
(DEFINITIONS; WORD USAGE); AND BY REMOVING SECTION 180-97.C 
(FENCES, WALLS AND HEDGES) IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH A NEW SECTION 180-97.C (FENCES, WALLS AND HEDGES) 
 
WHEREAS, Lower Saucon Township is a Township of the Second Class, Optional Plan, located 

in Northampton County, Pennsylvania; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lower Saucon Township Council adopted the Lower Saucon Township Zoning 

Ordinance, Ordinance 2002-03 on February 20, 2002, as amended; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lower Saucon believes that this amendment to Chapter 180 of the 

Code of the Township of Lower Saucon is in the best interests of the public health, safety, and welfare of 
the citizens of Lower Saucon Township; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Lower Saucon Township Council desires to amend the Zoning Ordinance to 
provide requirements pertaining to the construction or installation of fences, walls and hedges. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Council of Lower Saucon 
Township, that the Lower Saucon Township Zoning Ordinance, is hereby amended as follows: 

 
SECTION 1 

Section 180-5 – Definitions; word usage – shall be revised to replace the current definition of 
‘Fence’ with the following: 

FENCE – A barrier of posts, rails and boards, panels or other fabricated materials, typically 
placed or arranged as a line of demarcation between lots or to enclose a lot or portion thereof. 

SECTION 2 

Section 180-5 – Definitions; word usage – shall be revised to insert the following definitions: 

HEDGE - a row of shrubs, small trees or other plant material, planted close together, in order to 
form a fence or boundary. 
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WALL, FREE STANDING – A solid structure, constructed and erected, unattached to a 
supporting unit or background. 

WALL, RETAINING – A structure constructed and erected between lands of different elevations 
to protect structures and/or to prevent erosion. 

SECTION 3 

Section 180-97.C – Fences, walls and hedges – shall be revised in its entirety and replaced as 
follows: 

180-97.C FENCES, WALLS, AND HEDGES: 

(1) Performance Standards 

(a) Where other Township Ordinances, or other sections of the Zoning Ordinance 
provide conflicting regulations regarding fences, walls and hedges, the most 
restrictive regulations shall apply. 

(b) In all Districts, trees, shrubs, and other plantings are permitted in any front, side 
or rear yard, provided they do not block the clear sight distance for vehicular 
traffic. 

(c) Fences, walls, or other structures and hedges or plantings shall not be located at 
street corners so as to interfere with the clear sight triangle of the corner lots, as 
established by drawing a line between two points on the street center line, each 
point being 75 feet from the center line intersection, for local streets and 100 feet 
from the center line intersection for and intersection involving a nonlocal street. 
No walls, fences or hedges taller than three feet or that would otherwise obscure 
the vision of a motorist shall be permitted in this area. Their height is restricted to 
three (3) feet within the sight triangle. 

(d) Fences shall not be permitted within a riparian buffer area except when needed 
for a use permitted in § 180-95.B(10). 

(2) Location and Height 

(a) In residential and agricultural districts, fences, walls or hedges may be erected in 
the front, side and rear yards of properties in residential districts. The height shall 
be no more than four (4) feet in a front yard and no more than six (6) feet in a 
side and rear yard.  Exceptions to the maximum permitted heights may be 
granted by the Zoning Officer in the following situations: 

i. Enclosure of tennis courts or other recreation facilities 

ii. Enclosure of agriculture or livestock 

iii. Necessity for heightened security due to the nature of the use 
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iv. As he deems necessary due to extenuating circumstances which may 
negatively affect the public health, safety and welfare or property. 

(b) In commercial, industrial, manufacturing and office and laboratory districts, 
fences, walls and hedges may not exceed eight (8) feet in height, regardless of 
location in any required yard. 

(c) Salvage and storage yard sites must be completely enclosed by a sight-obscuring 
hedge, masonry wall or wooden fence. 

(d) Gates must open onto the owner’s property. 

(e) All retaining walls are subject to the requirements of all applicable building 
codes, including but not limited to Township Chapter 65, Building Construction. 

(f) Fences, walls and hedges are not permitted to be erected or planted within a 
public or dedicated right-of-way. 

(g) Swimming pool fences and barriers shall be subject to all applicable building 
codes, as well as all applicable requirements of this Ordinance. 

(h) Fences, walls and hedges may be placed in an easement established for drainage 
or utilities, provided that such fence, wall or hedge does not violate the terms of 
the easement.  It shall be understood that removal, repair or replacement of the 
fence, wall or hedge within any easement is the responsibility of the property 
owner. 

(i) The placement of fences, walls and hedges shall not obstruct the flow of 
stormwater. 

(3) Permitted Materials for Construction 

(a) Fences 

i. Fences shall be constructed of durable fencing material.  Waste materials 
such as discarded vehicles, appliances, assembled or partially assembled 
materials or raw materials are prohibited. 

ii. Fences may be constructed of wood, metal chain link, steel, aluminum, 
iron, plastic resin or other materials deemed suitable by the Zoning 
Officer. 

iii. Fences may be left bare, or finished with paint, plastic or vinyl coating or 
other finishes deemed suitable by the Zoning Officer. 

iv. No fence shall contain or have attached barbs, razors or similar types of 
injurious materials, or configurations, unless specifically approved by the 
Zoning Officer for appropriate reasons and circumstances such as the 
containment of livestock or high level security. 
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v. Chain link or woven wire fences must have the top selvage edge 
knuckled and not barbed. 

vi. Electrified fences are strictly prohibited on all residential properties 
unless specifically approved by the Zoning Officer for appropriate 
reasons and circumstances such as the containment of livestock or high 
level security. 

(b) Walls 

i. Free standing walls may be constructed of stone, poured 
or precast concrete, brick or tile masonry, and shall be subject to all 
applicable building codes. 

ii. Retaining walls may be constructed of stone, concrete or brick masonry, 
cribbing of steel or concrete as well as wood timbers pressure treated for 
decay or steel sheet piling, and shall be subject to all applicable building 
codes. 

(c) Hedges 

i. No hedge shall consist of plant material featuring conspicuous thorns or 
other threats to public safety. 

ii. No hedge shall consist of plan material listed as an invasive species by 
the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR). 

(4) Permits and Maintenance Requirements 

(a) Prior to the erection of a fence, hedge or wall, a permit must be obtained from the 
Zoning Officer. The application must be accompanied by a plan sketch to scale 
showing the proposed location. 

(b) The Township shall not be liable for improperly located fences, walls or hedges. 

(c) The property owner is solely responsible for the continued maintenance of any 
fence, wall or hedge. 

(d) If a fence, wall or hedge is not properly maintained, or is deemed unsafe, or is 
damaged, destroyed or deteriorated, the owner must remove, replace or repair it 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of written notice to do so from the Zoning 
Officer or Township Official. 

(e) Any fence, wall or hedge erected prior to the enactment of this ordinance will not 
be subject to all of the new fence requirements contained in this ordinance.  
However, they are subject to all the requirements of continued maintenance of a 
fence in this Ordinance. 
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(f) Any fence, wall or hedge owner who violates the regulations and maintenance 
notifications contained in this ordinance shall be considered in violation of the 
ordinance and subject to the penalties prescribed below. 

 
SECTION 4:  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 
The provisions contained in Chapter 180 – Section 180-10 of the Code of the Township of Lower Saucon 
shall apply to the amended Section 180-97.C.   
 
SECTION 5:  SEVERABILITY 
The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any sentence, clause, or Section of this Ordinance is 
for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid; such Decision shall not affect the validity 
of any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.  It is hereby declared as a legislative intent that this 
Ordinance would have been adopted had such unconstitutional illegal or invalid provision not been 
included herein. 
  
SECTION 6:  REPEALER 
All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistencies. 
 
SECTION 7:  EFFECTIVE DATE 
This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after adoption thereof. 
 
 
ENACTED and ORDAINED this 7th day of May, 2008. 
 
 
 
ATTEST      LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIP                                 
        
 
 
____________________________   _____________________________________ 
       Glenn C. Kern 
       Council President 
 


