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Work has been completed to restore the Old Mill Bridge to its former glory. The 

bridge, which spans the Saucon Creek at the terminus of Old Mill Road, was closed 

to traffic by Northampton County in 1983 due to cracks in the deck beams and was 

acquired by the Township in 1986 from the county in order to prevent the bridge 

from being demolished. Since then it has been used for pedestrian and bicycle cross-

ings. With the opening of the adjacent Saucon Rail Trail in 2011, the bridge took on 

added significance as a linkage from the southwest side of the Township to down-

town Hellertown, the Saucon Valley School District campus and to future connec-

tions with the Bethlehem Greenway and D & L trail corridor. Although the Township was able to undertake periodic 

maintenance on the bridge, major repairs were needed to preserve this important historical resource.  

 

The bridge and the surrounding area are contributing resources to the Ehrhart’s Mill Historic District which was placed 

on the National Register of Historic Places in 1987. The bridge was constructed in 1867 to allow local farmers to carry 

their wheat to the Ehrhart’s Mill to be ground into flour. The bridge is the earliest dated iron Pratt pony truss structure 

known in Pennsylvania and, possibly one the oldest metal bridges in the country with this design and its use of         

composite cast and wrought iron construction. The bridge was built by Charles Nathaniel Beckel at the Beckel Iron 

Foundry that was located at that time on Sand Island in the City of Bethlehem, and then transported to the site in two 55’ 

sections that were fastened to the center pier. This pier was rehabilitated by the Township in 2004.   

 

In 2010, the Township commissioned the Center for Advanced Technology for Larger   

Structural Systems (ATLSS) at Lehigh University to inspect the bridge and make               

recommendations for structural retrofitting of the bridge.  

 

In 2012, the Township advertised for bids for the repair and replacement of the cast iron 

beams, chord tension rods and deck stringers, and for sandblasting and painting the   

entire structure. A contract was awarded to Professional Construction, Inc. of Bethle-

hem in the amount of $164,253. To ensure that the correct paint color was used on the 

bridge, contact was made with the County Bridge Superintendent who researched their 

files and verified the historic shade of blue that was used by the contractor. In addition, 

the contractor constructed wooden replicas of the ornamental end posts and installed 

them in place of the steel pipes that had been put in place at some point in the past. 

 

The Township is very pleased with the project, which adds to the beauty of the historic district and the experience of 

visitors passing through the area via the Saucon Rail trail, and will ensure that this valuable resource will be preserved 

for years to come. A re-dedication ceremony to memorialize the improvements to the bridge is planned for Spring, 2013. 

Old Mill Bridge Rehab Completed 

The Township will be instituting a Citizen’s Academy beginning in March, 2013. Modeled after similar successful    

academies in Bethlehem and Northampton County, the program will provide an overview of the responsibilities,        

programs and services provided by the Township and allow residents to see how their tax dollars are spent. The classes 

will run in one (1) hour sessions for a six-week period on Thursday’s beginning in March. Classes will be conducted by 

Township Council Members, the Township Manager, Police Chief, Finance Director, Zoning Officer and Director of 

Public Works, in addition to representatives from local volunteer organizations. Class size will be limited to 25 residents. 

Lower Saucon Township Citizen’s Academy  
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Discounted Ski/Tubing tickets for Resorts are available at the 

Township through the Pennsylvania Parks & Recreation Society. 

Tickets may be purchased from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday 

through Friday. For a complete list of prices please visit our 

website: 

http://www.lowersaucontownship.org/pdf/2012wintertickets.pdf 

 

2013 Discounted Ski/Tubing Tickets 

Dewey Fire Company  

Please note that the daylight savings time 

change will take effect on March 10th at    

2:00 a.m. 

 

Change your clocks and spring ahead one hour.  

In 2010, the Se-Wy-Co Fire Company was approached by 

Leithsville Fire Company about joining forces to assist them. 

We had several meetings between the administrative officers 

of both departments and developed a plan that we would 

work together. 

 

In February 2011, we formally announced a “Joint Venture” 

between both departments and operated under a single chain 

of command in the fire department with some reassignments 

that kept all the officers of both departments by just reassign-

ing their duties. We also operated administratively with a 

joint board. We then set a goal to have a formal merger of 

both companies in effect by the end of 2011. 

 

When the departments first got together in 2010, the appara-

tus fleet consisted of the following; Leithsville - engine, ten-

der, heavy rescue, brush truck and a forestry truck; Se-Wy-

Co – 2 engines, ladder, heavy rescue, brush truck and a 

chief’s truck 

 

Since 2011, the companies have sold 2 engines, a heavy     

rescue truck, a tender, and a brush truck in an effort to      

consolidate the fleet and reduce costs. 

 

Throughout the year, we worked with Rob Brady from the 

PA Department of Community and Economic Development 

(DCED) who assisted with the transition of the departments. 

A grant was also obtained through his office to assist with 

costs associated with the merger. We also worked with a lo-

cal attorney specializing in department mergers. 

 

On September 14, 2012, we formally announced the merger 

of both departments under the name of Se-Wy-Co Fire        

Company with plans to operate out of two stations. The two 

stations are the Se-Wy-Co station on Rte. #378 and the   

Leithsville station on Leithsville Rd. 

Dewey Fire Company No. 1 Ambulance would like to      

remind the residents of Lower Saucon Township that the  

mailing has been sent for the 2012-2013 Subscription. If you 

did not receive a subscription packet and would like one, 

please contact Christine at 610-838-1677. 

 

 

Dewey Fire Company No. 1 Ambulance is proud to          

announce that we are fully licensed through the PA           

Department of Health to operate two Advanced Life Support 

(ALS) Ambulances and two Basic Life Support (BLS)    

Ambulances. Dewey Fire Company No. 1 Ambulance is 

available 24-hours a day/7 days a week to respond to    

emergencies in Lower Saucon Township. 

 
In June 2012, Dewey Fire Company No. 1 Ambulance took 

delivery of a 2012 rechassis to replace one of our second 

oldest units, and in late October 2012, we took delivery of a 

additional 2012 rechassis to replace one of our oldest units. 

 
Also, in late June 2012, we acquired a John Deere Gator 

ATV. The ATV is equipped with mobile radios, emergency 

lighting and sirens, and a stretcher mount for patient     

transport to an awaiting ambulance. The ATV has been   

instrumental in assisting with wilderness emergency calls 

and during the recent storms where access to patients by am-

bulance was restricted. 

We have ordered a new tender (water tanker) from Mack 

Trucks and Pierce and should see delivery sometime late    

summer of 2013. 

 

We are also currently in the process of working with building 

consultants and architects to rebuild the station in Leithsville. 

YES, WE WILL BE REBUILDING. As of right now we     

currently have no construction dates but feel free to visit our 

website www.sewyco-fc.org or our Facebook page for future 

updates on the rebuilding process.           

 

As always if you are interested in volunteering visit our web-

site www.sewyco-fc.org and complete the application process.  

Se-Wy-Co / Leithsville Merger Is Complete 

More Se-Wy-Co Fire Company News……... 

Daylight Savings Time  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=daylight+savings+2013+dates&view=detail&id=EFB2AF14473740D209ABDC5F442C501A4B9464EA
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Here are a few tips from the Township Public Works     

Department for ways to help them clear the roads and 

streets better and faster:  

 When a snowfall is expected, remove your vehicle 

from the roadway so the plows can completely remove 

the snow. 

 If you want to minimize the amount of snow that the 

Public Works truck deposits in your driveway, we 

recommend clearing an area to the left of your 

driveway as you face the street. By doing this, the snow 

plow will unload into this area instead of your 

driveway.  

 When plowing the snow from the entrance of your 

driveway, spread it up and down the shoulder of the 

road rather than piling it at one spot. Please try to clean 

the snow off of the road after  plowing your driveway.  

 In order to prevent snowplow 

damage to the sod from your 

lawn, we require installation of 

snow stakes along your property. 

If you have proper snow stakes 

installed, and we rip the sod, we 

will repair it. Proper snow stakes 

should be painted a bright color, so they are visible 

during a snowstorm, and be sufficient in height to be 

seen. They should be installed twelve inches off the 

edge of the road where there are no gutters, and at the 

edge of the gutter where there are paved gutters.  

Your cooperation and assistance is greatly appreciated in    

helping us to clear the roads as quickly as possible.      

P l e a s e  g o  t o  t h e  T o w n s h i p  w e b s i t e  

www.lowersaucontownship.org/pdf/snowremoval.pdf 

to see the Snow Removal Policy.  

Snow Safety Tips from Public Works 

Remember to shovel out the fire hydrant    

closest to your house and assist your 

neighbor with this task as well if they are 

elderly and not able to do so. This is      

extremely important with snowfalls in    

excess of 6-8” due to the fact that when 

snow is plowed it accumulates on the side of street and 

can greatly hamper the fire department in locating the fire 

hydrant in an emergency.  

 

Also remember to have your house number 

clearly visible from the front of your home. This 

is a Township requirement and becomes         

extremely important for all Police, firefighters, 

and EMS personnel in an emergency.  

Winter Tips 

The Township has approximately 132 cul-de-sacs and dead end 

streets in its road system. During the winter months when snow 

accumulates, it is difficult and time consuming for our Public 

Works Department to clear these roadways as many of the cul-

de-sacs do not have center islands where snow can be dumped, 

and since our snowplows do not have the ability to lift and carry 

the snow out of the cul-de-sac/dead end street to another area, 

the snow must be pushed up and over curbs between driveways, 

fire hydrants and mailboxes. This operation is made even more 

difficult when cars are parked in these cul-de-sacs/dead end 

streets. On new developments being approved, the Township 

does require a snow easement area in the cul-de-sac where snow 

can be dumped during removal operations.  

 
To address this issue, the Township Council, effective January 3, 

2011, adopted an ordinance that restricts parking in cul-de-sacs/

dead end streets during periods of snow removal. Please assist us 

by not parking in a cul-de-sacs or dead end streets during snow 

events so that our Public Works Department can clear the Town-

ship streets safely and efficiently.  

Parking Restricted in Township Cul-de-sacs/Dead 

End Streets During of Snow/Ice Removal  

The Township has several openings for volunteers willing to 

serve on Township Boards, Commissions and Committees. 

 

Environmental Advisory Council 

The Township is looking for Township residents to fill four (4) 

associate member vacancies on the Environmental Advisory 

Council (EAC). 

 

The EAC is a 12 person advisory board, 7 of which are voting 

members and 5 who are associate non-voting members. The 

EAC meets monthly to discuss a variety of environmental issues 

facing the township and provides advice and recommendations 

to the Township Council. Regular duties include plan review,   

public education, research, promotion of programs such as   

preservation of natural areas and water quality, and planning for 

a viable approach to natural resource protection. 

 

Parks & Recreation Board 

The Township is looking for Township residents to fill one (1) 

vacancy on the Parks & Recreation Board. 

 

The Parks & Recreation Board is a 7-member advisory board 

that is responsible for making recommendations to the Township 

Council concerning recreational programs and facilities and for 

park area acquisition and development . 

 

Parks & Recreation Board members serve for one (1) year terms. 

Openings on Township Boards, Commissions, 

Committees 

http://www.lowersaucontownship.org/pdf/snowremoval.pdf
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New Year Will Bring New Rules for  

Disposing of Electronic Devices  

2013 Township Real Estate Taxes 

New rules for disposing of electronic devices that take effect 

on January 24, 2013, will prohibit consumers from     

throwing away laptops, computers, monitors, televisions, 

and other such electronics with their trash. Under the state 

Covered Device Recycling Act of 2010, waste haulers will 

no longer be able to take these items unless the municipality 

has a curbside electronics collection program that ultimately 

sends the devices to an electronics recycler.  

 
“Proper recycling is important because there are millions and 

millions of devices, they have a limited useful life span, and 

they contain heavy metals, such as lead, cadmium, and        

mercury, as well as other materials that do not belong in the 

normal trash stream,” state Secretary of Environmental        

Protection Michael Krancer said in a news release.  

 

Many of these devices also contain valuable metals, such as 

gold, silver, and platinum, and base metals, such as copper, 

iron, and aluminum that can be separated and reused in new 

products.  

 

The law also requires manufacturers of covered devices to   

provide for the collection, transportation, and recycling of these 

items through one-day events, permanent collection programs, 

or mail-back options. Some retailers also accept electronics for 

recycling either at no charge or in exchange for rebates or   

coupons.  

 

A current list of collection opportunities, including those     

offered by manufacturers and retailers, is available by           

calling DEP’s toll-free recycling hotline at (800) 346-4242. 

Consumers may also obtain electronics recycling information 

from their county recycling coordinator. Contact information 

for Northampton County Recycling Coordinator              

Thomas Dittmar at 610-559-3200 x 4 or 

tdittmar@northamptoncounty.org  
Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Township News magazine  

Unpaid 2012 Real Estate tax reminder no-

tices were mailed to property owners on Sep-

tember 30, 2012. The 2012 Township Real 

Estate taxes must be paid no later than Febru-

ary 15, 2013. After that date, all remaining 

unpaid taxes will be sent to Northampton 

County Tax Bureau as delinquent.  

2012 Real Estate Taxes  Election Day Locations 

The Municipal Primary Election is Tuesday, May 21st, 

2013. Not sure where to go to cast your vote? Listed below 

are the voting districts and their addresses. The polls will be 

open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. For more information    

contact the Northampton County Election Office at                 

610 -55 9 -30 55 ,  o r  v i s i t  t he i r  we b s i t e  a t 

www.northamptoncounty.org. Please note the Township 

Offices are closed on Election Day.  

District # 5 

Lower Saucon-Shimersville  

Steel City Fire House 

2121 Riverside Drive 

Bethlehem, PA 

 

 

District # 6  

Lower Saucon-Wassergass  

Southeastern Volunteer  

Fire Co. 

2687 Wassergass Road 

Hellertown, PA 

 

District # 7 

Lower Saucon-Colesville 

SE-WY-CO Fire Company 

3621 Old Philadelphia Pike  

Bethlehem, PA 

 

 

 

District # 8 

Lower Saucon-SE-WY-CO 

SE-WY-CO Fire Company 

3621 Old Philadelphia Pike   

Bethlehem, PA 

District # 1 

Lower Saucon-Hellertown 

Saucon Valley High School 

Door #19 

2097 Polk Valley Road 

Hellertown, PA 

 

District # 2  

Lower Saucon-Leithsville  

Leithsville Social Hall 

1995 Leithsville Road 

Hellertown, PA 

 

 

District # 3 

Lower Saucon-Lower Saucon  

Christ Lutheran Church  

of Lower Saucon 

Old Schoolhouse at the Corner of 

Easton & Mockingbird Hill Roads 

Hellertown, PA 

 

District # 4  

Lower Saucon-Seidersville 

Seidersville Hall (Old Town Hall) 

3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Bethlehem, PA 

The 2013 Real Estate bills will be mailed on February 1st. 

Discounted taxes will be accepted on or before April 1, 2013. 

Base taxes will be accepted on or before June 3, 2013. After 

that date penalties will be applied. 

A-Week Wednesday, January 9, 23 • February 6, 20 • 

March 6, 20  

4:00-4:30 - Lower Saucon Municipal Bldg                                                       

4:40-5:10 - Society Hill at Clubhouse                                                              
5:15-5:45 - Cross Lane near Pleasant –Cherrywood                                                       

6:45-8:15 - Saucon Terrace /Sanbrook Dr  

B-Week Wednesday, January 2, 16, 30 • February 13, 27 • 

March 13, 27  

1:45-2:30 - Lower Saucon Municipal Bldg 378                                                
4:15-4:45 - Caryn Dr. (Four Seasons)                                                                 

4:50-5:50 - Viola Lane                                                                                       

6:45-8:15 - Saucon Terrace /Sanbrook Dr  

Lower Saucon Township 2013 BAPL  

Book Mobile Schedule for January – March 

mailto:tdittmar@northamptoncounty.org
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The Lower Saucon Township Historical     

Society meets the second Wednesday of each 

month except in August. Most meetings are 

held in Seidersville Hall at 3700 Old         

Philadelphia Pike at 7:00 p.m. Guests are   

always welcome and refreshments are served. 

Our May, June, and July meetings take place 

at the Lutz-Franklin Schoolhouse located at 4216 Country-

side Lane.  

 

Upcoming events in 2013: 

 
April 27, 2013 - Saucon Valley History Day will feature 

special activities at the Lutz-Franklin Schoolhouse. 

 
June 8, 2013 - Our annual one-room schoolhouse alumni 

get together will be held at Lutz-Franklin Schoolhouse 

from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
July 10, 2013 - LSTHS membership picnic will be held at 

Lutz-Franklin Schoolhouse. 

Heller Homestead ~  

Saucon Valley Conservancy 

 
Please join us at the historic Heller         

Homestead. We have a great year planned!  

 

Events 

 Saturday, March 2 – Sunday, April 21, Bethlehem Pal-

ette Club Plein Air Group Art Exhibit 

 Monday, March 4, 7:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m. (Snow date 

March 5) Bethlehem Palette Club Plein Air Group Art-

ists’ Reception 

 Saturday, April 27 – Sunday, May 19, 6th Annual Stu-

dent Artistry Exhibit, featuring Saucon Valley Students 

 Saturday, April 27, 9:00 a.m. – 3 ;00 p.m. [Rain or 

Shine] 6th Annual Saucon Valley History Day 

 Saturday, June 1, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Barn Photo 

Workshop 

 Saturday, June 1 – Sunday, August 25, John Griswold 

Art Exhibit 

 Monday, June 3, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. John Griswold 

Artist Reception 

 Saturday, September 7 – September 29, Barn Photo Ex-

hibit of Saucon Valley Barns 

 Saturday, September 14, 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.[Rain or 

Shine] 7th Annual Saucon Valley Barn Tour 
Starts at the Beethoven Waldheim Club Pavilion; Lec-

ture & self-guided tour [Sponsorships available] 

 Saturday, October 5 – December 15 Betty Knesevitch 

Art Exhibit 

 Monday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Snow date 

December 3) 21st Annual Holiday Gathering Open 

House & Betty Knesevitch Artist Reception 

 
Meetings are open to the public and usually held on the third 

Thursday of most months at 7:00 p.m., weather permitting. 

No meetings are held in July and December. Upcoming   

meetings: January 17, February 21, March 21, April 18, May 

16, June 20, August 15, September 12, October 17, Novem-

ber 21. Other committee meetings are scheduled as needed. 

 
The Heller Homestead is nestled along the Saucon Creek just 

off the Saucon Rail Trail at 1890 - 92 Friedensville Road 

(Water Street) in Lower Saucon Township, Northampton 

County, PA. The Homestead is closed in January and         

February and will reopen on March 2nd on Saturdays and 

Sundays 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Sundays, 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 

p.m. during May – November) and special events. Tours of 

the Museum are available by appointment. Volunteer        

opportunities are available. For more information,                

6 1 0 - 2 1 6 - 0 5 6 6  s v c o n s e r v a n c y @ a o l . c o m , 

www.sauconvalleyconservancy.org. 

Interested in renting Town Hall Park or Southeastern Park 

pavilions for your special event? Reservations are now 

open for the 2013 season and must be made in person (not 

over the phone) Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Payment is due at time of reservation.   

 

Rental rates are as follows: $100 rental fee and $50 deposit 

for Township residents (Driver’s license required); $150 

rental fee and $50 deposit for non-residents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on reserving pavilions or any other 

park facilities please call 610-865-3291. 

 

Please note that the Steel City Pavilion will not be available 

for rental in 2013 due to park renovation. 

2013 Pavilion Rental Information 

Southeastern Pavilion 

Town Hall Pavilion 

mailto:svconservancy@aol.com
http://www.sauconvalleyconservancy.org/
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Lower Saucon Township 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Lower Saucon Township Officials 

Glenn Kern   Council President 

Tom Maxfield   Council Vice President 

Priscilla deLeon   Council Member 

Ron Horiszny   Council Member 

David Willard   Council Member 

Lou Mahlman                  Controller 

 

Jack Cahalan   Township Manager 

Leslie Huhn   Assistant Manager 

 

Important Phone Numbers 

 

Emergency   911 

Non-Emergency (Police)  610-759-2200 

Police Department                  610-317-6110 

Administrative Offices  610-865-3291 

Water/Sewer Authority  610-317-3212 
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Meeting Schedule 

 

Council  

1st and 3rd Wednesdays - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Parks & Recreation Board  

1st Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Environmental Advisory Council  

2nd Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Planning Commission  

4th Thursday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board  

3rd Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Lower Saucon Authority  

3rd Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. 

———————————— 

Office Closed 

 

March 29th—Good Friday 

April 1st—Easter 

May 21st—Election Day 

May 27th—Memorial Day 
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The Saucon Valley Compost Center will be implementing several changes for its 

customers in 2013. Operated jointly by the Township and Hellertown Borough 

the facility will be re-opening for its 7th season in April: 

 

2013 Schedule 
The Compost Center will be open April 12, 2013 to November 30, 2013. 

 

 It will also be open Saturdays in January (January 5, 12, 19 and 26) from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for Christmas trees and brush. 

 The Compost Center will be closed on Friday, November 29, 2013 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday, and will reopen on Saturday, November 30, 2013 

from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

 

Mulch Loading  
The cost for machine loaded mulch has increased to $15.00 per loader bucket 

 

New Hours for 2013 

 Fridays: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 Saturdays: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

Compost Center ID Cards 

In early 2013, newly laminated ID Cards will be mailed to residents who were 

issued cards in 2012. Residents who did not previously receive an ID card can 

register and pick up a card at the Township office during regular business hours.  

Compost Center Changes for 2013 


