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Winter 2010  Township Adopt-a-Road Program Kicking Off in Spring 

 

 

Sewer and Water Rate Changes  

The Township Adopt-a-Road Program 

will be kicking off this spring with 

four (4) Saucon Valley organizations 

who have stepped forward to adopt 

Township roads and keep them free of 

litter. 

 
Credit goes to the Lower Saucon 

Sportsman’s Association who ap-

proached the Township with the idea 

of adopting the township section of 

Ringhoffer Road near their clubhouse 

and conducting periodic litter clean-

ups. 

 
In addition to the Sportsman’s              

Association, the Lower Saucon   

Township Historical Society will have 

volunteers clearing litter along      

Countryside Lane from Easton Road to 

Applebutter Road. 

The Saucon Creek Watershed Asso-

ciation will be responsible for the 

Lower Saucon Road section from 

Polk Valley Road to Pond Lane, and 

the Saucon Valley Wrestling Associa-

tion will be taking care of Polk Valley 

Road from Route 412 to Reservoir 

Road. 

 
The Township will supply the    

adopting organization’s volunteers 

with a safety orientation and equip-

ment; gloves, litter grabbers and trash 

bags, and will be responsible for the 

collection and disposal of the trash 

bags that are filled by the volunteers. 

In recognition of their efforts, the 

Township will erect permanent signs 

like the one above along the road with 

the group’s name. 
 

These volunteer litter clean-ups     

will help keep our Township roads 

looking clean and attractive. There 

are twenty-three (23) Township roads 

still available for adoption by        

organizations, families or individuals. 

If your organization is interested      

in getting involved with this program, 

contact the Township  Manager        

a t  ( 6 1 0 )  8 6 5 - 3 2 9 1  o r                    

manager@lowersaucontownship.org. 

Lower Saucon Township 

Adopt-A-Road Program 

 

Keep Lower Saucon Township 

Clean & Beautiful 

“Your Organization Name Here” 

The Lower Saucon       

Authority Board approved 

the following changes to 

Water and Sewer Rates, 

effective January 1, 2010: 

 

Sewer: The Quarterly Rate for 1 EDU 

(Equivalent Dwelling Unit, or typical 

household) was reduced to $80 per 

quarter from the previous $102 per 

quarter. The Authority has now paid off 

the original loan used to build the      

system back in 1989. This represents a 

decrease of 21.6%, or a savings of $22 a 

quarter, or $88 a year for the average  

residential customer. This rate will be 

reflected in the first quarter billing 

which will go out in early February. 

Most residential customers pay for one 

EDU (Equivalent Dwelling Unit) each 

quarter. 

 

Water: The rate per 1,000 gallons     

and the standard Customer Charge, were  

increased 4% to cover inflationary    

increases since the rates were last      

adjusted at the beginning of 2008. A 

typical residential customer with a 5/8-

inch meter and using 15,000 gallons of 

water over 3 months will see an increase 

in their quarterly bill of $4.17, or 

roughly 4.6 cents a day. The first billing 

reflecting the new rate structure will 

occur with the bills received in the first 

week in May, for the usage period from 

January-March. 

 

Letters to Water and Sewer Customers 

were mailed out in December.          

Copies of these are available on the   

A u t h o r i t y  w e b s i t e : 

www.lowersauconauthority.org.  

 

In addition to the rate letters, the       

Authority also distributed a pamphlet 

entitled: Public Sewer System Infor-

mation, which discusses what we can all 

do to help keep the sewer system operat-

ing at peak efficiency and lowest cost. 

The pamphlet recommends that custom-

ers follow these simple guidelines: 

 

Make sure rainwater, downspouts, 

basement drains and sump pump 

discharges are not connected or 

piped into the sanitary sewer. 

Make sure that the sewer vent and 

cleanouts in your yard do not allow 

rainwater, etc. to flow into the 

sewer when the yard floods. 

Never put grease or oil, eggshells, 

coffee grounds, etc. down the drain. 

NEVER put flammable materials 

(gasoline, solvents, etc.) into the 

system. 

Avoid planting trees directly over 

sewer laterals or mains. 

 

Extra copies of the pamphlet are     

available at the Authority office and 

Township Administration Building. 

mailto:manager@lowersaucontownship.org
http://www.lowersauconauthority.org/
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Message from Police Chief Guy Lesser  

on …...Alert.PA.Gov 

A new system created by the Commonwealth of        

Pennsylvania found at: http://alert.pa.gov allows any   

resident who registers, to receive Alerts sent by the    

Commonwealth regarding many emergency situations.  

They include AMBER Alert notifications, emergency 

evacuation notices, weather emergencies, health          

advisories, and more. Other notifications are also      

available such as airport delays, weather advisories, and 

government building closing information. Additionally, 

users are able to add multiple locations across           

Pennsylvania that are important to them that they wish to 

receive notifications for (i.e. a vacation home in the    

Poconos or a satellite office for their business).             

Notifications are sent to any device you wish including 

via email, cell phone, and pager. You are able to custom-

ize your alerts so you receive exactly what you want.  

Log on to http://alert.pa.gov to set up your free account 

today. Please remember that notifications delivered 

through this system are not generated by Lower Saucon 

Township. 

Spring  2010 Computer/Electronics Recycling 

Drop-off Event 

 

WHEN: Saturday, April 24, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. – Rain or Shine 

 
WHERE: Lower Saucon Township Municipal Complex – 

Public Works Garage, 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike,         

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

 
WHAT’S ACCEPTED: CPUs, laptops, mice, cable & wire, 

power supplies, modems, external hard drives, floppy drives, 

keyboards, laptop batteries & power adapters, mainframe & 

test equipment, cell phones, cameras, radios, stereos, VCR’s, 

desktop only; printers, scanners, faxes & copiers. *Monitors - 

NOTE: THERE WILL BE A $10.00 FEE CHARGED 

FOR EACH MONITOR. 

 
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: Appliances, TV’s, stereo 

speakers, dehumidifiers, air conditioners, alkaline or car bat-

teries, typewriters, big printers, scanners or copiers. 

 

In addition to the computer recycling, the Township will 

also be accepting Compact Fluorescent Light bulbs 

(CFL). 

 

Electronics Recycling sponsored by  

A-Plus Recycling and the  

Lower Saucon Township  

Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)  

2009 International Residential Code Updates 

On December 31, 2009 the 2009 International Residen-

tial Code went into effect under the Pennsylvania Uni-

form Construction Code (UCC). Some of the major 

changes are highlighted below. 

 

1. Permits (and guards / railings) will now be required 

on any elevated structure (deck, patio, etc.) in which 

there is >30‖ of elevation change within 36‖ horizontally 

of the open side. 
2. Carbon monoxide alarms are now required in new 

construction and existing dwellings when a permit is re-

quired. They are also required when a fuel fired appli-

ance is installed or the dwelling has an attached garage. 
3. Deck connection requirements have changed drasti-

cally. Lateral load connections are now required to have 

at least two (2) hold down tension devices per deck. 
4. Deck wood / plastic composites are now required to 

indicate performance levels and compliance with ASTM 

D 7032 on all exterior deck boards, stair treads, handrails 

and guiderail systems. 
5. Wall bracing requirements have changed drastically.  

The 2009 code was the first revision to wall bracing 

since the 1950’s. 
6. Vinyl soffit and siding installations are now required 

to comply with the 40 page ―Vinyl Siding Installation 

Manual which can be found at: www.vinylsiding.org/

publications/. 
7. Insulation and energy standards have changed drasti-

cally. The exterior envelope is now required to provide a 

minimum of R-20 value which will render the typical 

batted R-19 insulation no longer acceptable. The RE-

Scheck allowances for reductions based on high effi-

ciency equipment have been removed in entirety. 
8. Dryer exhaust duct requirements have been expanded 

in an effort to reduce one of the top causes of fires. If the 

duct is installed in a concealed space it must bear a per-

manent label identifying the equivalent distance of duct. 

9. Heated pools are required to have a cover. 
10. Window fall protection (guards and/or stops) is now 

required in certain cases.  
 

If you are planning any projects in    

which the above items are applicable, 

please consult with one of the Town-

ship’s building inspection agencies (their 

contact information is available at:                             

http://www.lowersaucontownship.org/pdf/tpia.pdf). Also 

be reminded that the entire 2009 ICC code series was 

adopted. 

http://www.vinylsiding.org/publications/
http://www.vinylsiding.org/publications/
http://www.lowersaucontownship.org/pdf/tpia.pdf


SE-WY-CO Volunteer Fire Company       

recognized for achieving 100% Certification   
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On Tuesday October 6, 2009 several       

Officers and Firefighters of Se-Wy-Co and 

the Dewey Fire Companies attended the 

Valley Preferred Spirit of COURAGE Award Celebration 

at the Lehigh Valley - Muhlenberg Campus. The evening 

consisted of several award presentations for Partners in 

Prevention, Spirit of Courage Awards and a Phoenix 

Award to a burn survivor. 

 
The Saucon Valley Fire Safety Coalition was awarded a         

Partners in Prevention Award after being nominated by Se

-Wy-Co Fire Chief Thomas Barndt based on the five  Sau-

con Valley Fire Companies (Dewey, Leithsville,     Se-Wy

-Co, Southeastern and Steel City) coming together to cre-

ate a comprehensive fire safety education program for its 

citizens. The group sought and received a grant  allowing 

them to purchase a fire safety/sprinkler        house. The 

five Fire Chiefs picked a chairperson,                Melissa 

Janis of Se-Wy-Co Fire Company, and appointed repre-

sentatives from each of the other fire departments who 

then went on to develop an educational curriculum, pur-

chase fire safety education tools and  materials and reach 

out to the public. The coalition has educated more than 

1,600 people in the past year-and-a-half. 

 
The Saucon Valley Fire Safety Coalition would like to 

thank Valley Preferred, Lehigh Valley Health Network 

and the Burn Prevention Foundation for hosting such a        

wonderful event. 

 
You can view images from this presentation at:  

www.sewyco-fc.org under the digital media tab. 

Snow Removal Policy 

On Wednesday December 2, 2009 the PA State 

Fire Commissioner Ed Mann was in attendance at 

the Lower Saucon Township Council Meeting to 

recognize the Se-Wy-Co Volunteer Fire Company         

for achieving 100% Participation in the State Department 

Certification Program. Also in attendance were State 

Senator Lisa Boscola and Representative Karen Beyer. 

 
The Voluntary Fire Fighter Certification Program           

gives Commonwealth emergency responders                    

an opportunity to participate in and be nationally recog-

nized as a certified fire professional at various levels in  

accordance with nationally recognized and sanctioned 

Professional Qualification standards. 

 
The purpose of the program is to recognize those             

organizations that support, promote, and encourage their 

emergency response personnel to voluntarily certify 

within the Commonwealth’s Certification Program admin-

istered by the Office of the State Fire Commissioner. 

 
At the meeting, Fire Commissioner Mann presented Fire 

Chief Thomas Barndt with a certificate recognizing this 

achievement. 

 
Fire Commissioner Mann stated that out of 2,400 fire        

departments in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,         

Se-Wy-Co Volunteer Fire Company is 1 of 39               

departments to reach the 100% level and is the first fire 

department in Northampton County to achieve this Certifi-

cation. 

 
Senator Boscola presented a Certificate of Accomplish-

ment to the Fire Company and the Lower Saucon Town-

ship Council adopted and presented a resolution congratu-

lating Se-Wy-Co Volunteer Fire Company for achieving 

the 100% level in the Commonwealth Certification Pro-

gram. 

 
Se-Wy-Co Fire Chief Barndt thanked the firefighters for 

their hard work in achieving the certification level and 

stated it took a lot of hard work, determination and time 

by the officers and firefighters of Se-Wy-Co to accom-

plish this goal. He also thanked Senator Boscola, Repre-

sentative Beyer, Commissioner Mann and the Lower Sau-

con Township Council for their ongoing support of emer-

gency services in the Township. 

 
You can view images from the presentation on their              

website www.sewyco-fc.org under the digital media tab. 
 

Awards at the Valley Preferred Spirit of 

Courage Celebration! 

With winter weather upon us, the Director of Public 

Works urges residents take a few minutes to review the 

Township Snow Removal Policy which is available for 

v i e w i n g  o n  t h e  T o w n s h i p  w e b s i t e : 

www.lowersaucontownship.org by clicking the 

―Public Works‖ tab and then ―Snow Removal Policy‖. 

The policy provides answers and guidance on issues 

such as damage to mailboxes and sod from snow plow-

ing; tips for proper driveway plowing, and clearing of 

snow from fire hydrants. 

 

 
Se-Wy-Co Volunteer Fire Company also congratulates         

Assistant Chief Jarrod Wisniewski, Fire Captain George 

Gress, and Lieutenants Jonathon Wisniewski & Jeremy 

Frey for completing 40 hours of training in ICS 300 & 

400. 

 

http://www.sewyco-fc.org/
http://www.sewyco-fc.org/
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Environmental Advisory Council 
 
The Township is looking for a Township resident to fill a  

vacancy for a non-voting member on the Environmental    

Advisory Committee (EAC). 

 
The EAC is an 11-person advisory board, 7 of who are voting 

members and 4 who are associate or non-voting members. 

The EAC meets monthly to discuss a variety of environmental 

issues facing the township and provide advice and recommen-

dations to the Township Council. Regular duties include plan 

review, public education, research, promotion of programs 

such as preservation of natural areas and water quality, and 

planning for a viable approach to natural resource protection. 

 

EAC representatives serve for three (3) year terms. 

 

Landfill Committee 
 
The Township is looking for a Township resident to fill a  

vacancy on the Landfill Committee. 

 
The Landfill Committee is comprised of representatives from 

the IESI Bethlehem Landfill, two (2) residents from the 

Township, the Township Host Municipal Inspector (HMI), 

special technical consultants as needed, the Township        

Engineer and a Council Liaison. The Landfill Committee 

holds monthly meetings at the Landfill and is responsible for 

periodically monitoring Landfill operations and for reviewing 

and reporting on Landfill related complaints.  

 
Landfill Committee representatives serve for a two (2) year 

term. 

 

Pension Advisory Committee 
 
The Township is looking for a Township resident to fill a  

vacancy on the Pension Advisory Committee. The Pension 

Advisory Committee is comprised of two (2) Township resi-

dents, representatives from the two (2)         employee pension 

funds, a Council Liaison member and the Township Manager 

and Finance Director. The Committee meets on a quarterly 

basis with the Township’s actuary and investment advisors 

from the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs (PSAB) 

Municipal Retirement Trust (MRT) to monitor the investment 

of the pension funds and to advise and make recommenda-

tions to the Township Council for changes to the Township 

Investment Policy. 

 
Pension Advisory Committee representatives serve for a two 

(2) year term. 

 Openings on Township Boards, Commissions, Committees 

Planning Commission 
 
Lower Saucon Township is accepting letters of interest from 

township residents wishing to serve on the Lower Saucon 

Township Planning Commission. 

 
The Commission meets on the third Thursday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. to review land use proposals, such                       

as subdivisions, land developments, zoning changes, etc.    

and make recommendations to the Township Council who 

render a final decision on land use proposals. The             

Planning Commission is also responsible for updating          

the Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan, a regional      

guideline for reviewing land use proposals  

 
The Planning Commission appointment is for a four (4) year 

term.  

 

Yard Waste Recycling Committee 
 
The Township is looking for a Township resident to fill a  

vacancy on the Yard Waste Recycling Committee. 

 
The Yard Waste Recycling Committee is comprised of one 

(1) elected representative from the Borough of Hellertown 

and Lower Saucon Township; the Borough and Township 

Managers; the Director or Supervisor of Public Works from 

each municipality, and one (1) citizen resident of each      

municipality and is responsible for developing policies and 

procedures regulating the day to day operation of the Saucon 

Valley Compost Center. 

 
Yard Waste Recycling Committee members serve for one (1) 

year terms. 

 

Parks & Recreation Board 
 
The Township is looking for a Township resident to fill a  

vacancy on the Parks & Recreation Board. 

 
The Parks & Recreation Board is a 7-member advisory board 

that is responsible for making recommendations to the   

Township Council concerning recreational programs and   

facilities and for park area acquisition and development. 

 
Parks & Recreation Board members serve for one (1) year 

terms. 

 
Interested residents willing to serve on these committees 

should submit a letter stating their qualifications and reasons 

for wanting to serve by mail to the Township Manager at 

Lower Saucon Township, 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike,     

Be th lehem,  PA 18015 ,  o r  by ema i l  a t :                                  

manager@lowersaucontownship.org  

The Township has several openings for volunteers willing to serve on Township Boards, Commissions and Committees. 

mailto:manager@lowersaucontownship.org


Saucon Valley Conservancy Lower Saucon Township Historical Society 

Lower Saucon Township Historical Society 

meets the second Wednesday of the month at 

Seidersville Hall on Old Philadelphia Pike.  

The meetings are from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, and 

guests are welcome to attend.  

 

Lower Saucon Township Historical Society hosted their 

third annual One-Room Schoolhouse Alumni              Get

-Together on February 13th at Seidersville Hall from 

12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Alumni's brought their report 

cards, diplomas, notebooks and journals, family and 

school class pictures. 

 

Our guest speaker on March 10th will be Herman Hack-

man, grandson of Clarence Pflueger. The Pflueger family 

has owned the home across the street from the Seiders-

ville School since 1824. Herman will discuss the history 

of his family and their homestead on Old Philadelphia 

Pike. 

 

For additional information contact the Lower Saucon 

Township Historical office on a Tuesday at: 610-625-

8771 or lshistorical@yahoo.com. 

 

LSTHS is selling their 2010 calendar now 

for $5.00. The calendar features pictures of 

Lower Saucon Township in the 1940’s.  

The calendar includes school children from 

Lehigh Mountain School, Wassergass 

School, and Mrs. Mae Quier welcoming 

students for the start of a school day at Southeastern 

School. The pictures alone make this calendar a valuable 

collectors’ item. To order a calendar contact:              

lshistorical@yahoo.com or call 610-625-8771. 
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 Please join us at the historic Heller        

Homestead (1890-92 Friedensville Road). 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of 

the month except during July and Decem-

ber. Volunteer opportunities are available. 

The Heller Homestead Art Gallery and 

Antiques & Collectibles gift shop are open to the public on  

weekends from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. and special events. 

Tours are available by appointment. For more information: 

6 1 0 - 2 1 6 - 0 5 6 6 , S V C o n s e r v a n c y @ a o l . c o m , 

www.sauconvalleyconservancy.com 

 

Upcoming activities at the historic Heller Homestead: 

 

ART GALLERY 

 

~ February 6th through March 28th, Stephanie Faleski Art 

Exhibit.  

~ April 3rd through April 25th, Area Artists Art Exhibit 
~ May 1st through May 30th, 3rd Annual Young Artists' 

Exhibit, Reception: Saturday, May 1st 10:00 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m. 
~ June 5th through July 25th, Photos as Art, Artist Recep-

tion: Thursday, June 10th, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
~ July 31st through October 31st, Frances Roseman, Re-

ception: Monday, August 16th, 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 
~ November 6th through January 30th, Bernie Tyler, Re-

ception & Holiday Gathering: Monday, December 6th 

6:00 - 9:00 p.m., Snow date: Tuesday December 7th 

 

EVENTS 

 

~ Saturday, May 1st, Annual Plant Sale & Yard Sale     

9:00 a.m. – noon. rain or shine. 

 

2010 Discounted Ski / Tubing Tickets 

Join us on Saturday, April 24, 2010, from 10:00 am to 

4:00 pm for the 3rd Annual Saucon Valley History Day 

& Open House sponsored by Saucon Valley’s three      

historical organizations. Visit the Hellertown Historical   

Society’s Grist Mill, Lower Saucon Township Historical 

Society’s Lutz-Franklin Schoolhouse and Saucon Valley 

Conservancy’s Heller Homestead for a trip back in time 

to learn about the early days of Hellertown and Lower 

Saucon. All three groups will hold open houses and   

special activities. 

Third Annual Saucon Valley History Day 

& Open House 

 

Discounted ski tickets for 

local ski resorts are available 

at the Township through the 

Pennsylvania Parks &          

Recreation Society. Tickets 

may be purchased from 8:30 

a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday 

through Friday. For a complete list of prices please visit 

our website: www.lowersaucontownship.org click on the 

―Parks and Recreation‖ tab and scroll to ―Winter Tickets‖. 

 

mailto:lshistorical@yahoo.com
mailto:lshistorical@yahoo.com


Visit us on the web @ 

www.lowersaucontownship.org 

                                                       

Lower Saucon Township 
3700 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Lower Saucon Township Officials 

Glenn Kern   Council President 

Tom Maxfield   Council Vice President 

Priscilla deLeon   Council Member 

Ron Horiszny   Council Member 

Sandra Yerger   Council Member 

Lou Mahlman                  Controller 

 

Jack Cahalan   Township Manager 

Leslie Huhn   Assistant Manager 

 

Important Phone Numbers 

 

Emergency   911 

Non-Emergency (Police)  610-330-2200 

Police Department                  610-317-6110 

Administrative Offices  610-865-3291 

Water/Sewer Authority  610-317-3212 
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Meeting Schedule 

 

Council  

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Parks & Recreation Board   

   1st Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Environmental Advisory Council   

   2nd Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Planning Commission    

   3rd  Thursday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board  

   3rd Monday - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Lower Saucon Authority  

   3rd Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. 

The 88th annual banquet of the Hellertown-Lower 

Saucon Chamber of the Greater Lehigh Valley    

Chamber of Commerce will be held on Saturday, 

March 13, 2010 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the                

Se-Wy-Co Banquet Hall, 3621 Old Philadelphia Pike, 

Bethlehem, PA 18015. Guest Speaker will be         

Rep. Bob Freeman. The Chamber's  Distinguished  

Service Award will be presented to the Matey-Medei 

Agency and the Phyllis Schnaible Merit Award win-

ner from Saucon Valley High School will be recog-

nized. For more information or to register for this 

event, please contact Ellie Passman at 610-841-5804 

or elliep@lehighvalleychamber.org. 

Hellertown - Lower Saucon Chamber of 

Commerce Annual Banquet 

 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 
 

Lower Saucon Township  

Administration Offices will be 

closed on the following days: 

 

April 2nd —Good Friday  

 

April 5th—Easter   

 

May 18th—Election Day 

 

May 31st—Memorial Day 

 

July 5th—Independence Day 

  

mailto:EllieP@lehighvalleychamber.org

