
 

General Business                                       Lower Saucon Township                                           November 4, 2020 

& Developer                                                     Council Agenda                                                             7:00 p.m. 
 

The Township Building remains closed to the public.   

This meeting will be held through a Zoom teleconferencing link.  

 Information to join the meeting will be provided on our website. 
 

I. OPENING 

 A. Call to Order 

 B. Roll Call 

 C. Pledge of Allegiance 

 D. Announcement of Executive Session (if applicable) 

 E. Public Comment Procedure 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT – TOWNSHIP RESIDENT ONLY – 3 MINUTE TIME LIMIT – NON-AGENDA 

 ITEMS  
 

   

III. PRESENTATIONS/HEARINGS 

 

 

IV. DEVELOPER ITEMS 
 
 

V. TOWNSHIP BUSINESS ITEMS 

 A. Jonathan Severn – 2025 Leithsville Road – Request Variance for Side Yard Setback  

 B. Review & Adoption of 2021 Proposed Budget 

 

 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. Approval October 21, 2020 Council Minutes 

 

 

VII. COUNCIL & STAFF REPORTS 

 A. Township Manager 

 B. Council/Jr. Council 

 C. Solicitor 

 D. Engineer 

 E. Planner 

 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS – NON-RESIDENTS ONLY 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Zoning Hearing Board:  November 9, 2020 

Environmental Advisory Council:  November 10, 2020 

Saucon Valley Partnership: November 11, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m. @ HB 

Township Council:  November 18, 2020 

Planning Commission:   November 19, 2020 

Saucon Rail Trail Oversight Commission:  November 23, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m. @ UST 

Parks & Recreation:  December 7, 2020 

 

 

www.lowersaucontownship.org 

 



 

General Business                                             Lower Saucon Township                                      November 4, 2020 

& Developer                                                          Council Minutes                                                             7:00 P.M. 
 

 
I. OPENING 

CALL TO ORDER:  The General Business & Developer meeting of Lower Saucon Township Council 

was called to order with the Zoom teleconferencing link on Wednesday, November 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., at 

Lower Saucon Township, 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, PA with Mrs. Sandra Yerger, presiding. 

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Sandra Yerger, President; Jason Banonis, Vice President; Priscilla deLeon, 

Thomas Carocci, Council Members; Leslie Huhn, Township Manager; Tom Barndt, Chief of Police; Cathy 

Gorman, Director of Finance; Jim Young, Zoning Officer; Lou Mahlman, Controller; Linc Treadwell, 

Solicitor.  Absent:  Kristen Stauffer, Council Member; Brien Kocher, Township Engineer and Avia Weber, 

Jr. Council member. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANY EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF APPLICABLE) 

Mrs. Yerger said Council did meet in Executive Session this evening to discuss potential property 

acquisition for Property No. 2020-1. 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT – TOWNSHIP RESIDENT ONLY – 3 MINUTE TIME LIMIT – NON-

AGENDA ITEMS – Mrs. Yerger said we ask that you keep your comments to three minutes per item.  If 

you want to speak, please raise your hand.   

 

 Mrs. Gail Baer, 2547 Alpine Drive, said she is wondering if and when the bridge will be open or if there 

could possibly be a speed bump put down below her parents barn and maybe up above where the 

Stoneback’s live.  There’s so many times she’s come out of her parents driveway because they are elderly 

or walking on the road and people will pass her and then speed like it’s her fault that they have to take a 

little longer route.  Mrs. Yerger said which bridge?  Mrs. Baer said the one on Lower Saucon Road.  Mrs. 

Huhn said our engineer is not on the meeting tonight as there was nothing pertaining to his expertise, but 

said we are expecting to begin that work in the beginning of the year.  We are still waiting for PennDOT 

approval for the plan, the load bearing of the bridge.  In reference to your question about speed bumps, our 

Chief is here, she’s not sure if that’s something we could do on a temporary basis and we would have to 

check with Public Works, but maybe we could have some police presence out there or the speed trailer.  

Mrs. Baer said they’ve tried that but they can’t stop everybody.  There’s just so many that fly, like over 40 

MPH.  She knows 30 MPH is slow, but it’s the shortcut to wherever they are going and they have to cut up 

their road and the curve around the barn that’s across from the pond, that is such a bad curve that there’s 

already been a bus and an oil truck that come around the corner, someone is going to get hurt, and 

hopefully it’s not her.  Chief Barndt said he will assign a community problem solving detail there and 

assign officers to monitor it on a regular basis.  They can deploy a speed trailer again.  We all know that’s 

just a deterrent and he can talk to Roger about speed bumps, but in the past it wasn’t recommended to put 

speed bumps on Township roads, but they can discuss it a little further.    

 

 Ms. Laura Ray said about ten days or so ago there was some sort of accident on Route 412 in Hellertown 

and they were directing all the traffic up on Polk Valley Road, so for hours, they had hundreds of cars 

going up there which is not a big deal, but they were also directing tractor trailers which is a big problem.  

If you’re familiar with the roads, she’s right at Lower Saucon and Polk Valley Road, so when you get to 

that T intersection, if you go right and continue on 412, they are going down to the curve and tractor trailers 

get stuck there all the time.  They have to come in with the big truck from I-78 to pull these things out of 

there.  If they go the other way, they are going down towards Bergey’s, and as was just mentioned, we have 

a bridge out if you go straight.  She doesn’t think they could turn up that road.  The trucks that went down 

to Bergey’s, she doesn’t know what happened to them.  She did call the Non-Emergency number and they 

had someone call her back and told her that PennDOT was the ones directing the trucks up here. She said 

she doesn’t know if we could coordinate a detour with Hellertown, our Police, PennDOT because this 

happened in the summer when something happened on Route 412.  It’s fine for cars, but not for trucks.  

Chief Barndt said he was out at the accident and it was an early morning accident at 6:00 a.m. at 412 and 

Springtown Hill Road and there was a section of 412 closed with two poles and wires down.  They did call 

PennDOT and their rules are when they close a State road they have to detour them off onto another State 
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road.  They were not purposely detouring them onto that section of road.  The tractor trailers get hung up 

and get impatient and they need to find a way out and they took that on their own.  He was actually at 

Springtown Hill Road and 412 and saw there were trucks that were told to just wait until they opened it up 

or pull into the Giant lot or the old Springhill shopping center lot, so they were probably just wandering off 

the detour route to take a short-cut which is a problem and they shouldn’t be on that road.  Ms. Ray said 

that’s different from what she was told that PennDOT was directing them to go up Polk Valley Road and 

she doesn’t know why they would do that as it’s not good up there for tractor trailers.  She doesn’t know 

how we can avoid that or communicate anything with PennDOT or a traffic police that would not let trucks 

come up that way. Chief Barndt said he will reach out to the PennDOT supervisor to see if they can come 

up with another detour plan.   

 

III. PRESENTATIONS/HEARINGS – None 
 

IV. DEVELOPER ITEMS – None 
 

V. TOWNSHIP BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. JONATHAN SEVERN – 2025 LEITHSVILLE ROAD – REQUEST VARIANCE FOR SIDE 

YARD  SETBACK 

Mrs. Yerger said the applicant is proposing to build an addition onto the existing family dwelling 

requiring a side yard setback.  Mr. Johnathan Severn was present.  He said he’d like to put a 

10’x16’ mudroom off the side of the house.  It’s pretty much going to consist of moving his 

laundry from the downstairs to the upstairs and also some storage for him.  Mrs. Yerger said it does 

not impact your front yard setback or anything like that?  Mr. Severn said correct.   

MOTION BY: Mr. Banonis moved that Council take no position on the request for the variance for the side 

yard setback. 

SECOND BY:  Mr. Carocci 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 

Mrs. Huhn said that someone has a non-agenda question and she would like to go back to the non-

agenda items.  Mrs. Yerger said we can do that, which is the first agenda item above this one. 
 

B. REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF 2021 PROPOSED BUDGET 

Mrs. Huhn said you should have the updated information that was discussed at the last meeting.  The 

revisions are highlighted in yellow to point them out.  If you have any questions we can discuss them 

now.  If not, this would turn to authorizing the advertisement for the 20-day public display.  Mrs. 

deLeon said when’s our final adoption?  Mrs. Huhn said looking at the advertisement requirements 

and in order to have it brought back to Council, we would be looking at December 16th.    

 

Mr. Carocci said we were giving $2,000 or $2,500 to a Veteran’s group in Lehigh County and he was 

hoping we could re-appropriate that to the Second Harvest, which is in Northampton County (NC) and 

does assist people in Lower Saucon Township (LST).  There is no evidence that the Lehigh County 

Veteran’s group provides services to LST residents.   Mr. Banonis said that’s a good idea especially in 

these times when people’s budgets are tighter and have job losses, it may have a more meaningful 

impact for residents of LST, certainly for residents in NC where we are located.  Mr. Carocci said he 

actually volunteered there before at their warehouse, it’s in the same county as us and LST residents do 

benefit from it.  We’ve asked the Veterans Group of Lehigh County to provide some documentation 

about Township residents using their services and they said they don’t track that and are unable to 

provide that information.  

MOTION BY: Mr. Carocci moved to re-appropriate $1,500 that was given to the Veteran’s group in Lehigh 

County to the Second Harvest Food Bank in NC for this budget year. 

SECOND BY:  Mr. Banonis 

 

 Ms. Andrea Wittchen said could you identify where we can find that number in the budget.  Mrs. 

Gorman said it’s in Council’s budget, and it would be Contributions under the 400 expenses.  Ms. 

Wittchen asked for an account number.  Mrs. Gorman said 01.400.500, the amount budgeted next 

year is $21,200.00.  She will identify what we had put in for the Veterans and that will be 
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earmarked to Second Harvest.  Mrs. deLeon said the Second Harvest doesn’t really help out the 

veterans, it just feeds people that are in need.  Mr. Carocci said it’s everyone, they could be 

veterans, it’s broader and it’s NC.  Mrs. deLeon said when we approved this years ago, we did look 

into it and we just didn’t give it to them because it was in Lehigh County, whatever paperwork they 

provided to us it made sense.  Mr. Carocci said he’s sure it did, he’s not questioning that.  It’s his 

understanding they have a center down there but they don’t do any type of outreach.  They don’t 

come from Lehigh County to LST to provide veteran services.  The veterans have to get there to 

partake in the services and it could make it challenging for some of the elderly.  There’s thousands 

of worthwhile charities out there that we could donate this money to.  He’s not questioning any of 

it, but maybe we keep it a little more focused.  Mr. Banonis said if there’s any other veterans group 

that is specific to NC and services LST residents, and if anybody knows of those groups, please let 

us know.  He thinks supporting our veterans is certainly a worthy cause considering their sacrifices.  

He doesn’t think we have evidence to show that this contribution has any direct or indirect impact 

upon residents of LST.   

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Mrs. Stauffer – Absent) 

 Mrs. Huhn said we just have to authorize the advertisement for the budget next.   

MOTION BY: Mr. Banonis moved to authorize the advertisement of the 2021 Proposed Budget for the 20-day 

public comment period. 

SECOND BY:  Mrs. Yerger 

ROLL CALL: 3-1 (Mrs. Stauffer – Absent; Mrs. deLeon – No.  She said the reason for her “No” vote is the 

wording in there about the fire companies).   

Mrs. Gorman said the total budget is $11,310,226; General Fund is $8,105,936; Special Fund Tax 

is $2,269,800; and the Capital Fund is balanced at $934,490.  Mrs. deLeon said the record will 

again reflect the fire company money is being held hostage and all the stuff she said last time. 
 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 

 A. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 21, 2020 COUNCIL MINUTES 

 Mrs. Yerger said the October 21, 2020 Council minutes are ready for Council’s review and 

approval. 

MOTION BY: Mr. Banonis moved for approval of the October 21, 2020 Council minutes. 

SECOND BY:  Mrs. deLeon 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Mrs. Stauffer – Absent) 
 

VII. COUNCIL, JR. COUNCIL & STAFF REPORTS 

A. MANAGER - Leslie Huhn 

 She said the PD is having their second annual food drive from November 4 – 20.  There are 

drop boxes located in the foyer in PD and outside of our front doors of the administrative 

offices.  These donations will go to the New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Food Bank on 

Apples Church Road.  Specific items requested are canned goods, peanut butter, jelly, 

macaroni and cheese, stuffing, things for the holidays, gravy, cranberry sauce, but they 

appreciate anything. 

 She said the PD is participating in “No Shave November” which has begun.  They are 

raising money for cancer awareness and if you’d like more details, it’s posted on the 

website and Facebook pages. 

B. COUNCIL/JR. COUNCIL 

Avia Weber, Jr. Council – Absent 

Mrs. Stauffer – Absent 

Mr. Carocci – No report 

Mr. Banonis 
 He said LST resident, Milou Mackenzie, was declared the winner for the 131st district as a 

State Representative for us.  Congratulations to Milou, it’s great to have a LST resident as 

a representative in Harrisburg and he knows she will serve the community very well.  

Hopefully, everyone who sees her out and about can congratulate her as well. 

Mrs. Yerger – No report 
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Mrs. deLeon 
 She said the Hellertown-Lower Saucon Chamber and Mobile Technologies Graphics 

which is a LST resident, presents their Holiday Kick-Off.  Light-up night has now turned 

into a three day holiday with tons of opportunities to insure the holiday seasons is extra 

jolly this year.  Friday, November 27th is a Facebook virtual Light-up tree lighting 

ceremony at 7 p.m.  Saturday, November 28th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Dimmick Park you 

can drive through to see Santa and the other vendors who will hand out goodies to you as 

you drive through and November 29th from 8:30 am to Noon you can chat with Santa.  You 

can see the sponsorship opportunities if you click on a link on their Facebook page.  On 

November 28th is a Small Business Saturday you can list your business on the shop map 

and the information is also on their page. 

C. SOLICITOR – No report 

D. ENGINEER – Absent 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS – NON-RESIDENTS ONLY 
 Stephanie Brown said she was at a NC meeting and they are talking about tearing the Meadows 

Road Bridge down.  County Executive Lamont McClure is dead set on it, he’s using the bridge as a 

pawn in a game with the LV Transportation Study and LVPC.  He made some deal with Becky 

Bradley, head of LVPC to tear the bridge down and she was watching meetings from the Capital 

Projects Cte. and there was some very rude and nasty mocking comments, not only made by Mr. 

McClure, but Lori Vargo-Heffner who is supposed to represent us and lives in LST.  John Cusick is 

saying the bridge is not historic, and so is Ms. Vargo-Heffner.  She heard a comment by another 

Council member who she couldn’t identify saying it was unattractive, so they are moving forward 

with tearing this bridge down whether you want them to or not.  Her understanding is there will be 

a meeting in January with the LVPC and LVTS and they are going to discuss this.  She emailed 

Council President Ron Heckman asking him to invite LST to these meetings and get LST involved 

and she was very disappointed what she saw on County Council and Mr. McClure and his 

administration basically are lying about problems with the bridge, like saying things that don’t 

actually happen and how it floods down there.  She was shocked by Mr. McClure’s comments and 

she will say that Mr. McClure is a lawyer, but he’s also an undergraduate in history and a minor in 

history as well, so it’s very upsetting and he is looking at the Township to see what they are going 

to do.  John Cusick is actually talking about the bridge is back in the control of the County and not 

the GPA, so they are looking at contracts through the County to tear the bridge down and possibly 

rebuilding it with a new bridge, which is about $3 million.  Mrs. deLeon said she’s going to make a 

suggestion.  She talked to Lamont in September at the Club and she’d like to propose if Leslie 

could arrange a meeting with him and have her and Tom Carocci on the call and let’s get down to 

the bottom of this and see what’s really going on.  Mr. Carocci said he’d be interested in doing that.  

He’s known Mr. McClure for 25 years and they have different political beliefs, he’s a Democrat 

and Mr. Carocci is a Republican, and he does believe he is a man of high character and integrity 

and the charges of lying and underhandedness he doesn’t agree with and he’ll defend him on those 

charges.  Mrs. deLeon said as far as she’s knows, it’s still in the TIP program and not in that P3 

thing and under the County anymore, but maybe she’s wrong.  Mrs. Yerger said thanks for the 

clarification and thank you both for being willing to meet with Mr. McClure and straightening this 

out and getting all the details.  Mrs. Huhn said she will reach out to him.    
  

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION BY: Mrs. deLeon moved for adjournment.  The time was 7:32 p.m. 

SECOND BY:  Mr. Banonis 

ROLL CALL: 4-0 (Absent – Mrs. Stauffer) 

 

Submitted by: 

 

________________________________    __________________________________ 

Leslie Huhn       Sandra B. Yerger     

Township Manager      Council President 


