
 
General Business                                        Lower Saucon Township                                        September 17, 2008 
& Developer                                                      Council Minutes                                                              7:00 P.M. 
 
 
I. OPENING 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The General Business & Developer meeting of Lower Saucon Township Council 
was called to order on Wednesday, September 17, 2008 at 7:00 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, 
Bethlehem, PA, with Mr. Glenn Kern, Council President, presiding.    

   
 ROLL CALL:  Present – Glenn Kern, President; Tom Maxfield, Vice President;  Ron Horiszny, Priscilla 

deLeon, Sandra Yerger, Council members; Jack Cahalan, Township Manager; Leslie Huhn, Assistant 
Township Manager; Brien Kocher, Township Engineer; Township Solicitor, Linc Treadwell; Township 
Planner, Stacy Ogur, Boucher & James.   

   
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
 ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANY EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF APPLICABLE) 

 
 

Mr. Kern said Council did not meet in Executive Session between last meeting and this meeting.  
Attorney Treadwell said Council will meet in Executive Session after the General Meeting to 

discuss potential purchase of property, litigation and police contract negotiations. 
 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Mr. Kern said for citizen agenda items – Council operates under Robert’s Rules.  What that means is during 

agenda items, Council will talk amongst themselves and amongst staff and the interested parties.  At the 
conclusion of that, we open it up to the public for public comment.  There is an opportunity for non-agenda 
items at the end of the meeting to discuss whatever your business might be.  We do have a microphone and 
there are microphones up at the table. There is a sign-in sheet in the back of the room.  Please print your 
name and address and email address.  It is very helpful in transcribing the minutes.  For those who want to 
receive emailed agendas, please give your email address to Diane, Leslie, or Jack or call the Township 
office.  Please state your name and address.  If you can’t hear, please let us know.  Mr. Kern asked if 
anything was taken off the agenda this evening?  Mr. Cahalan said IV B Andrew Rosko. 

   
III. PRESENTATIONS/HEARINGS 

None 
 

IV. DEVELOPER ITEMS 
 

A. LABERT LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT – 3711 AND 3715 OLD PHILADELPHIA PIKE 
– PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLAN APPROVAL 

 
Mr. Kern said the applicant is proposing a lot line adjustment which would transfer 0.10 acres of 
land from one parcel to another 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR LABERT LOT LINE CHANGE MINOR 
SUBDIVISION 3711 AND 3715 OLD PHILADELPHIA PIKE TAX MAP PARCELS 
Q6NW3-9-11 AND Q6NW3-9-11A PRELIMINARY/FINAL SUBDIVISION PLAN 

APPROVAL  
 

The Lower Saucon Township Staff recommends that the Township Council approve the “Dominick 
J. Labert Shirley A. Labert Lot Line Change Plan,” as prepared by Spotts, Stevens, and McCoy, 
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Inc., consisting of one (1) sheet, dated June 1, 2008, last revised August 20, 2008.  Subject, 
however, to the following conditions: 

 
1. The Applicant shall address the review comments contained in the letter dated September 
10, 2008, from Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc., to the satisfaction of the Township Council.  

 
2. In the event the lot pins and survey monuments have not been set nor is the required 
Financial Security Agreement executed within 90 days of this approval, this approval shall expire 
and be deemed revoked unless a written extension is granted by the Governing Body. 

 
3. The Applicant shall provide two (2) Mylars and seven (7) prints of the Plans with original 
signatures, notarizations and seals.  The Applicant shall also provide two (2) CDs of all Plans in an 
AutoCAD format (jpeg-ROM).   

 
4. The Applicant shall pay any outstanding escrow balance due to the Township in the review 
of the Plans and the preparation of legal documents.  

 
5. The Applicant shall satisfy all these conditions within one (1) year of the date of the 
conditional approval unless an extension is granted by the Township Council. 

 
6. All waivers granted shall be noted on the Plans with the applicable section, requirements, 
date of approval, and any conditions of approval.   

 
It is also recommended that Township Council approve waivers from the following requirements of 
the following Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) Sections: 

 
1. Sections 145-33.C(1) and (2) and 145-34.B so as to not require, per these sections, any 
further existing feature information, either on site or surrounding the site.   

 
2. Sections 145-36, 145-41.B(4), and 145-45.B(9) so as to not require further improvements 
to Old Philadelphia Pike than are shown on the Plans.   

 
3. Sections 145-46.B so as to require neither utility easements, drainage easements, nor the 
restriction notes in the Storm Ordinance 2007-05. 

 
Present – Thomas Rowe, PLS, Spotts, Stevens and McCoy; and Dominick and Shirley Labert. 
 
Mr. Rowe said the Labert’s own two side by side lots across the street from the Township building. 
It was originally owned by Mrs. Labert’s father and he conveyed a lot to them in the 60’s which 
they put their house on.  He has since passed, and they would like to sell off the vacant lot and the 
house that is on it, but however; before they do that, they’d like to adjust the lot line between them 
to give them more yardage which he takes care of now anyway.  The plan essentially is to shift the 
existing lot line that is common to the two properties that they both own, 41.7 feet to the south.  
Nothing else is changing.  There will be no new construction, no roads to be built, and no new 
vegetation.  They just want to adjust it so the lot they have will have more land.  They did prepare a 
subdivision plan and certain waiver requests. 
 
Mr. Rowe said the first waiver is for Section 145.33(C) (1) and (2), which requires showing all data 
within 500 feet of the site because the shear simplicity of the site, they didn’t think it was necessary 
to show the surrounding 500 feet regarding physical features or the contour information.  The next 
is for Saldo 145-36 which deals with the required road improvements and construction 
improvements.  Since this is a lot line change, simply, they just are changing the common boundary 
lines.  Once again, because of the simplicity, it didn’t seem like there were any required 
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construction improvements.  The next is Saldo Section 145-41.B(4) which deals with the 
construction of the roadways.  There is not going to be any roadway dedication or widening so it 
really seems a moot point to have information to that effect.  The next is Saldo 145-45.B(9) which 
deals with the street widths and paving widths.  In a normal subdivision, if we are going for several 
lots, a lot of the townships like to see additional right of way dedicated, but since this is a simple lot 
line adjustment, and in the Saldo referred to as a type B minor subdivision, it is not required to 
dedicate additional right of way or roadway improvements, so we are asking for a waiver on that.  
Section 145-46.B deals with utility easements and right-of-ways, and again, no physical changes to 
the site are being proposed at this time and we don’t anticipate any increase in runoff from what’s 
there.  The existing dwellings have been there for 46 years, so we are asking for relief of that 
section.  Saldo 145-52B deals with street trees.  There is an existing row of pine trees along the 
road, the majority of which will be contained within the lot that they are going to retain.  The lot 
that they will eventually convey off won’t have any street trees, and will only have a small frontage 
of 86’.  The storm water appendix I, which deals with the plan covenants notes and no development 
for either lot, as they are not anticipating any storm water.  They did do the site capacity 
calculations as required by the Planner.  They also noted the site is within the carbonate geology 
overlay zone, however; they are not proposing anything and they will put a note in the plan saying 
if someone would come in and want to build, yes, they would be required to have professional 
geologists come in and make the proper recommendation at that time. They also filed with the 
township the non-waiver permit from DEP.   They are asking for a deferral for the lot pin setting.  
Upon your granting approval, he will set the pins as soon as possible and provide a letter to Mr. 
Kocher and copy to the Zoning Officer stating the same.  They also received a letter from the 
Township stating basically the things that are in the Township Engineer’s review letter and Mr. 
Labert has signed it.  As far as the other things in the recommendation letter, they will set the pins 
and provide the proper Mylar’s and prints and the CD’s of the plan in AUTOCAD format.  The 
escrow balance, they will try to do this within one year.  All the requests for waivers, they will add 
to the plans prior to approval.  The rest just reiterates the waivers they are requiring at that time. 

 
Mr. Maxfield said is it .10 or .11 acres being transferred?  Mr. Rowe said it would be .11 acres, 
approximately 1/10th of an acre.  He asked Mr. Kocher if he sees our minimum acreage size there, 
we’re not getting close to that?  Mr. Kocher said no, they are okay and he’s okay with the pins, they 
are a condition and he can set them before the plans are recorded.  Mr. Kern said how do we handle 
the waivers?  Mr. Kocher said the first thing is the Form B Planning Module is ready for action by 
Council, so you can sign that.   

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved for authorization to sign the Form B Planning Module. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Horiszny 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0  
 
 Mr. Kocher said the four other waivers, three of them are listed in the staff recommendations and 

we do need to add the street trees which is Section 145.52(B) which is not on the recommendations 
and they have no issues with any of the waivers. 

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved for approval of the staff recommendations with the addition of the street 

tree waiver request. 
SECOND BY:  Mrs. deLeon 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 
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B. ANDREW ROSKO – GREENWOOD COURT – REQUEST COUNCIL WAIVER 
REGARDING ROAD WORK 

 
TAKEN OFF AGENDA 
 

C. MEADOWS SUBDIVISION – MEADOWS ROAD – REQUEST SECURITY REDUCTION 
FOR WORK COMPLETED TO DATE 

 
Mr. Kern said the developer has requested a release of the security for improvements completed to 
date.  Hanover Engineering has completed an inspection and is recommending a release in the 
amount of $269,757.46. 
 
Mr. Kocher said they have no additional comments.  Mrs. Yerger asked about the two conditions.  
Mr. Kocher said they are okay and they should be included in the motion.   
 

MOTION BY: Mr. Horiszny moved for approval of Meadows Subdivision – Meadows Road – request  for 
security reduction for work completed to date in the amount of $269,757.46 and approval of 
the two conditions in Hanover’s letter of September 11, 2008 to provide escrow account 
balance acceptable to the township and developer renewing off-site Improvements Agreement 
for sanitary sewer improvements to the satisfaction of the Lower Saucon Authority. 

SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 
Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 
D. DEBORAH SACKARAKIS – 2150 WASSERGASS ROAD – REQUEST WAIVER FOR 

ONLOT SEWAGE PERMIT 
 

Mr. Kern said the applicant is replacing a septic system and is unable to meet well isolation 
distances required by the PADEP. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF THE SACARAKIS ONLOT 
SEWAGE PERMIT – 2150 WASSERGASS ROAD – TAX MAP PARCEL Q7-21-26 

 
The Lower Saucon Township Staff recommends that the Township Council approve the Onlot 
Sewage Permit as outlined on the Plan prepared by Donald Siegfried. 

 
In doing so, an exemption is being granted from the required isolation distance from the well on the 
subject property.  Subject, however, to the following conditions: 

 
1. The Applicant shall submit four (4) copies of an executed Indemnification Agreement, 

prepared to the satisfaction of the Township Solicitor, which indemnifies the parties 
granting well isolation distance exemption and notifies future property owners that the 
permit for the installation of the onlot system was issued with the exemption under the best 
technical guidance possible in resolving existing pollution or environmental health 
problems. 

 
2. The Applicant shall enter into a Hold Harmless Agreement with the Township, prepared to 

the satisfaction of the Township Solicitor. 
 
3. The Applicant shall pay any outstanding escrow balance due to the Township in the review 

of the Plans and the preparation of legal documents.  
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4. The Applicant shall satisfy all these conditions within one (1) year of the date of the 
conditional approval unless an extension is granted by the Township Council.  

 
Ms. Deborah Sackarakis was present.  She said she is just requesting a well isolation distance 
exemption for the installation of a new drain field at the address, 2150 Wassergass Road.  The 
design prepared by Donald Siegfried was submitted to the Township and the company will be 
engaged with the installation.  The site was based on a perk test done by Jason Peters of Hanover 
Engineering and Associates.   
 
Mr. Maxfield said he wondered what the isolation distance would be.  Mr. Kocher said he didn’t 
bring that with him, but it would be farther away than the current one.  It’s only from their own 
well, not from their neighbors well.  We’ve had this before where we think it’s better to replace the 
malfunctioning system.  Your protocol has been to have the hold harmless agreement and puts 
property owners on notice. 

 
MOTION BY: Mrs. deLeon moved for approval of the Sackarakis – 2150 Wassergass Road – request waiver 

for on lot sewage permit per staff recommendations of September 17, 2008. 
SECOND BY:  Mrs. Yerger 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 

 
E. PIERPONT SLATER LAND DEVELOPMENT – ROUTE 378 – RECOMMENDATION 

FOR DEPOSIT OF RECREATION FEE 
 

Mr. Kern said as required by their plan approval, the Pierpont Slater land development located at 
Colesville Road and Route 378 has paid the $3,113 recreation fee in lieu of land dedication.  At the 
last meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board, they voted 5-0 to recommend to Council that the 
funds be deposited in a township-wide park, in this case, Polk Valley Park. 
 
Mr. Cahalan said that is the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Board. 
 

MOTION BY: Mr. Kern moved for approval for the funds to be deposited in the Polk Valley Park fund. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Horiszny 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 

 
V. TOWNSHIP BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

A. SUBMISSION OF DRAFT 10 YEAR CAPITAL PLAN 
 

Mr. Kern said the Director of Finance has prepared a final draft of a 10 year Capital Plan for 
Council’s review and input.  A full discussion on these items will take place during budget hearings 
on the 2009 Budget later this year. 

 
Mr. Cahalan said they usually give five years plans, but this is a ten year plan forecasting out 
further.  They wanted to pull everything together for your review and we can have a discussion on 
this at the budget hearings.  Any of your comments are welcome.   
 
Mrs. deLeon said on page 2, it should be that the township was established in 1743, and not in 
1747.  Mr. Cahalan said they will change it. 
 
Mr. Kern said they will take a look at it and comment in the future.  
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B. APPROVAL OF 2009 MINIMUM MUNICIPAL OBLIGATION 
 

Mr. Kern said Act 205 requires that the Township Manager, who is the Chief Administrative 
Officer of the two pension plans must annually determine the Minimum Obligation of the 
Township for those plans for the coming plan year.  The Township Actuary has prepared Minimum 
Municipal Obligation (MMO’s) for both plans, which were reviewed and approved by the Pension 
Advisory Committee at their meeting on September 10, 2008.  The Township Manager will review 
the MMO’s with Council. 

 
Mr. Cahalan said Act 205 requires that he presents to Council by September 30, 2008 the MMO 
which outlines what the township pension obligations are for the coming year.  This is for 2009.  
They were prepared by the Township Actuary, Charles Friedlander and are based on the two year 
valuation report he does.  The last report he did was in 2007.  They reviewed and discussed this 
with the Pension Advisory Committee on September 10, 2008.  The MMO’s show that the 
$149,757.50 of state aid they anticipate receiving in 2009 will not be sufficient to offset the total 
obligations for both the uniformed and non-uniformed pension plans leaving a shortfall, which the 
township will have to allocate in the 2009 budget and that amount is $107,550.00.  It’s broken 
down to $34,575 for the non-uniformed plan and $72,976 for the police pension plan.  

 
Mrs. deLeon said they had the Pension Board meeting a week ago and she attended that and there 
was a lot of discussion in the increases and she renewed her concern that every year we have to put 
in more and more of our taxpayer’s money to make up the differences and it’s only been in the last 
four years that we’ve had to do that.  She’s always concerned and everybody else is too.  She made 
it very clear that she’s very concerned on that and there is not much you can do because a lot of it is 
contracted and is based on the market.  We just have to watch. 

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Horiszny moved for approval of the 2009 Minimum Municipal Obligation. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 

 
C. PENSION ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION REGARDING SENATE 

BILL NO. 1279 
 

Mr. Kern said at their last meeting of September 10, 2008, the Pension Advisory Committee 
reviewed and discussed Senate Bill No. 1279 which was introduced in the Senate in February 2008.  
The Bill, which is supported by a group of senators including our Senator Lisa Boscola, provides 
for the divestiture by the State Employee’s Retirement System and the Public School Employee’s 
Retirement System of investments in companies doing business in Iran’s petroleum energy sector.  
The Pension Advisory Committee voted to recommend to Council that the Township request the 
Municipal Retirement Trust (MRT), who administers the Townships two (2) employee pension 
funds, to consider voluntarily adopting a similar policy. 

 
Mr. Cahalan said you are provided with a copy of the bill.  The bill states it applies to state 
employee retirements systems, both the public employees and also for the state teachers.  The bill is 
asking for any of the companies that hold the stocks that are in these funds to divest themselves of 
any stocks that are doing business or companies that are doing business with the Iranian Petroleum 
sector.  MRT has no affect on our pension systems.  This would be voluntarily on our part of our 
Pension Administrator.  They did indicate to us at the Pension meeting, they would be diligent in 
attempting to follow this policy if we requested it.   

 
Mrs. deLeon said this was again discussed at our Pension Board Meeting and there are two pending 
house bills.  Mr. Cahalan said the other bill is in the legislature and has to do with consolidating all 
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of the municipal retirement systems.  Ours is two of them into one big state pension system and 
that’s something that is being debated back and forth and we’ve been kept up to date.  It’s not 
moving anywhere in the legislature so we have not asked the Pension Advisory Committee for a 
recommendation at this point. This other bill was on our agenda and it is something that MRT 
would take steps to address.   

 
MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved to request MRT for the two employee pension funds to consider 

voluntarily adopting a similar policy to Senate Bill No. 1279. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 

 
D. APPROVAL OF CONTRACTOR ESTIMATE FOR INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING 

AND REPAIR OF WINDOWS AT HELLER HOMESTEAD 
 

Mr. Kern said the township solicited estimates from several contractors for painting and repairs to 
the exterior and interior of the windows at the Heller Homestead Main House.  The work will 
involve:  Interior – replacement of several cracked window panes; scraping and sanding; putty 
holes, caulking and re-glazing, where necessary; replacement of four windows in the attic.  Exterior 
– power washing to remove mildew, dirt and chalking; scraping and enamel semi-gloss finish to 
match existing color.  Sobrinski Painting, Inc. of Allentown has submitted the lowest estimate for 
the entire scope of this work at a price of $9,900.  The Manager and Solicitor have reviewed the 
estimates that were received and recommend that Sobrinski Painting be approved to do this work.  
The scope of work has received approval of the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission 
(PHMC). 

 
Mr. Cahalan said there were three estimates.  The higher one was in the $12,000 range.  The low 
one was incomplete.  It only dealt with the replacement of glass and some glazing.  Sobrinski’s was 
the best and was the lowest.  We recommend that the Township authorize this work. 
 
Mr. Kern said what about the rotted sills?  Mr. Cahalan said that would be under the caulking and 
the putty.  Mrs. deLeon said she didn’t realize the window by the gift shop was like a sponge.  Had 
you not touched it, it looked perfect.  When she read this, it doesn’t clearly say the window sill has 
to be replaced.  She didn’t go around touching all the window sills.  Mr. Cahalan said it’s a 
temporary measure to fill the holes and openings.  To get into the full replacement of the sills, we’d 
have to get special approval from PHMC.  Mrs. deLeon said the window sills aren’t going to get 
better.  Mr. Kern said there are three and two that are obvious, and that they need to be replaced.  
Before the painting begins, he’d recommend they be replaced.  Attorney Tradweill said if you put 
that scope of work into this project, you have to get the project rebid. 
 
Mr. Maxfield said there is a product out there that it’ll take rotted wood and it seeps in to the wood 
and plasticizes and hardens the wood.  It works very well.  We could pre-treat those ourselves.  It’s 
a brush on product and we could do that.  Mr. Kern said some of the sills are beyond that.  Mr. 
Maxfield said this is made for that type of thing.  It’s a common restoration type of product.  He ran 
across it in a restoration book, where they were restoring rotted posts.  They were solidifying the 
posts.  Where there’s no wood, you put this product on and put bondo in it.  They were using it in 
old barns where the posts were coming down.  Mr. Kern said  he’d volunteer his services if the 
township would buy the product to stabilize and put bondo in the sills that need repair.  Mr. 
Cahalan said if we can consider that under the caulking and see if Sobrinski can take care of that.  
Mr. Maxfield said they will have to stabilize the sills somehow.  We could ask them the question 
directly and get clarification.  Mrs. deLeon said she power washes and knows how strong it is, so 
when they get to that point, could she be notified so she could notify Jaclyn and they could take 
some of the art work out of the art gallery.  She said it also has to match up to the Secretary’s 
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standards.  Mr. Cahalan said the Secretary standards, he provided the structural study that Christine 
Ussler did where she suggested this type of temporary repair.  Mrs. deLeon said Scott Doyle has 
pages and pages of Secretary standards that he has emailed her several times.  Mr. Cahalan said 
what he sent to Sobrinski in the letter was to just do the temporary caulking and puttying of the 
holes and that was approved as a repair.  It would not detract from the historic character of the 
building if the contractor went ahead with those plans.  Mrs. deLeon said she doesn’t have a 
problem with that part, but she didn’t know you weren’t replacing window sills.  Mr. Cahalan said 
it says exterior repairs needed to the sills, epoxy or bondo, and repainting.  This is what we sent in 
after we went out with Glenn Kern and Tom Maxfield and looked at it.   

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Horiszny moved to approve Sobrinski at $9,900 to do the work as stated. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  Mr. Kern said there’s no mention in the bid of a 
prime coat and he thinks a prime coat would be very important followed by two top coats.  Mr. 
Cahalan said that’s what he came back with.  Mr. Kern said it’s actually three applications of 
painting because two isn’t going to do it.  Mrs. deLeon said where does it put this motion?  Mr. 
Cahalan said it would have to be rebid.  Attorney Treadwell said if it takes us to $10,000, then 
we have to rebid it all over again.   

ROLL CALL:  
 

MOTION BY: Mr. Horiszny withdrew his motion. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield withdrew his second. 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL:  

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Kern moved to table this until further review. 
SECOND BY:  Mrs. deLeon 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 

 
E. APPROVAL OF CHANGE IN PAVING MATERIAL FOR POLK VALLEY PARK 

TRAILS 
 

Mr. Kern said the Council has previously approved the use of pervious asphalt paving for the 
walking trails under construction at Polk Valley Park.  Due to the current high cost of petroleum 
based asphalt products, staff has requested Council consider the use of a pervious concrete material 
in lieu of the pervious asphalt. 
 
Mr. Cahalan said Public Works arranged a demonstration with a local mixed concrete supplier and 
demonstrated how the porous concrete could be used.  They had sample blocks.  You can pour 
water on it and it goes right through the concrete.  They did a test behind Public Works.  This past 
Monday they went out to Polk Valley Park with the concrete supplier and Public Works can lay 
down this concrete material with the paving that the township has.  Everyone had a look at it and 
we wanted to have a discussion on it.  The bottom line is it’s much cheaper than the petroleum 
based asphalt.  It is readily available from the local supplier and can be done in-house by Public 
Works.  Mrs. Yerger said in your original email, you said it wears better.  Mr. Kocher said it is 
more durable than asphalt.  The cost for 3” of asphalt , 6500 feet of trail, eight feet wide, is 
$72,322.00.  If we did the concrete material, and it would even be thicker, at 4”, and that price 
would be $54,643.00. 
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MOTION BY: Mr. Horiszny moved for approval of the use of pervious concrete at Polk Valley Park paths. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 

 
F. AUTHORIZE BID ADVERTISEMENT AND BID PACKAGE FOR PAVING MATERIALS 

FOR POLK VALLEY PARK TRAILS 
 

Mr. Kern said in conjunction with the previous agenda item, Council should authorize staff to 
prepare bid packages and advertisement for the paving materials to be used for the walking/biking 
trail at Polk Valley Park. 

 
Mr. Kocher said there are some additional costs that Public Works will have to do in the way of 
specialized tools since we don’t really do this, plus plastic covering.  The material must be covered.  
It’s not nearly as forgiving as your conventional concrete that you pour for a sidewalk.  This has to 
be covered.  The early sections you can see down there, the first few feet, they didn’t cover it and 
that has a lot to do with the way it’s breaking up.  He did a little research into that.  The section that 
is covered is much different.  You have  to cover it for two weeks, and we’re going to have to buy a 
lot of plastic.  We need to bid the materials. 

 
MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved for authorization of bid advertisement and bid package for paving 

materials for Polk Valley Park Trails. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Horiszny 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 
VI. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

A. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 MINUTES 
 

Mr. Kern said the minutes of September 3, 2008 Council meeting have been prepared and are ready 
for Council’s review and approval. 
 

MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved for approval of the September 3, 2008 minutes. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 3-1 (Mrs. deLeon – Abstained; Mr. Horiszny – No) 

 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

None 
 

VIII. COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. TOWNSHIP MANAGER 
Ø Mr. Cahalan said Ron Horiszny asked for information on a timer for the basketball court 

lights.  They have been having problems with the timer with vandalism.  The box has been 
jimmied.  You have to keep pushing the button to continue to keep the lights on at night.  
The kids using the basketball court have been taking the timer and setting it up to 999 
minutes and that’s why you see it on when there’s nobody there.  What they’ve done is 
made it vandal proof and put the box about ten feet up the pole and ran down the button so 
it’s at player level, so if they want to turn the lights on for another hour, they can.  It used 
to be 30 minutes.  The lights will stay on until 11:00 PM in the summer and the winter.  
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Mrs. deLeon asked about a sensor.  Mr. Cahalan said then you’d have kids going by on 
bicycles and the lights would go on. 

Ø Mr. Cahalan said Ron Horiszny asked for feedback on a volunteer recognition event.  
Leslie and Jack put together some different options that they’d like Council to review. It 
ranges from a big event which would be like an evening dinner with many people invited, a 
program, handing out certificates, a meal, and cost involved with that.  The next one would 
be an event that could be held here and it would be selecting three to five volunteers that 
you wanted to single out and give them a plaque and talk about their accomplishments and 
have refreshments following that.  The last one would be to hand out certificates and 
resolutions similar to what we do at Council meetings. He’d like direction from Council if 
you would like us to work on one of these types of events, we could have Staff do the 
work.  He’d asked that there would be some Council participation for honoring these 
volunteers.  This is for everyone’s information and get back to them and give them 
direction. 

Ø Mr. Cahalan said tomorrow night is the Planning Commission Meeting at the Township at 
7:00 PM. It will be a Joint Planning Commission meeting with the Borough of Hellertown.  
They are meeting to discuss and consider the draft multi municipal comprehensive plan 
which has been going on for the last two years and there’s been some great input and 
feedback from that group.  We’re going to have a really good meeting tomorrow night to 
discuss those plans.  Mr. Horiszny said can all of us attend?  Attorney Treadwell said as 
long as you are in the audience and sit there and listen.  Mr. Maxfield said that is a very 
important thing and he heard that Hellertown has a perception that Lower Saucon isn’t 
interested because we had other obligations for the Police consolidation, they thought the 
township wasn’t participating.  He thinks it’s important for Council to come to these 
things.  Mrs. deLeon said she has a conflict for tomorrow nights meeting and she asked Mr. 
Maxfield to announce that at the meeting tomorrow evening.   Mrs. deLeon said when we  
had the meeting with the double Council’s on the police, she also had a conflict that she 
couldn’t get out of.  Mr. Maxfield said everyone that didn’t make it had a perfectly good 
reason, but that’s the perception from Hellertown and we need to change that perception 
and let them know we’re very interested.   

 
B. COUNCIL 
 

Mr. Maxfield 
Ø None 

 
Mrs. Yerger 
Ø She said she went to a regional EAC meeting and they handed out brochures on Growing 

Greener Conservation design, and it’s a workshop and there is one for every Council 
member.  Rick Tralies is a featured speaker at this seminar. 

Ø She said at the last meeting, she reported that the EAC did recommend that Council go 
forward with the White Tail Bowman’s Club appraisal because they did come forward and 
expressed interest in a conservation easement.  It does fall into the dark green high 
conservation area for the County.  There is a resolution prepared and she’d like Council to 
authorize to fill out an application for the County.  They are due September 30, 2008 and it 
will be filled out by Heritage Conservancy because White Tail Bowman’s Club is actually 
going through Heritage Conservancy as they approached them about a month ago.  It’s 
about 30 acres and going to be a nice greenway.  Mr. Cahalan said the property appraisal is 
being done and the cost is $2,800.00. 
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RESOLUTION #52-2008 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 
OPEN SPACE AND NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION FOR 
FUNDING OF OPEN SPACE INTERESTS IN THE WHITETAIL BOWMAN’S 
CLUB PROPERTY 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of Lower Saucon recognizes that the Township 
contains natural areas that contribute to the quality of life and economic health of our 
community which are worthy of preservation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County Council of Northampton County has established the 
Northampton County Natural Areas Program through a referendum overwhelmingly 
passed by Northampton County Voters on November 5, 2002; and 
 
WHEREAS, the program provides for funding grants that may be used by the 
municipality to acquire land to protect significant natural areas that are important examples 
of Northampton County’s natural heritage; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lower Saucon, Northampton County, Pennsylvania wishes 
to participate in the Open Space and Natural Areas Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the municipality will have available an amount up to 50% of the appraised 
conservation easement value, its required match. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT IS RESOLVED by the Council of the Township of Lower 
Saucon, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

 
1. That the Township of Lower Saucon, Northampton County, Pennsylvania hereby 
approves the filing of an application for funds under the Open Space and Natural Areas 
Program. 
 
2. That the Township Manager is hereby authorized and directed to execute and file 
the appropriate forms with the Northampton County Open Space Advisory Board. 
 
This Resolution has been duly prepared and adopted by the Council of the Township of 
Lower Saucon in a public meeting held this 17th day of September, 2008 

 
MOTION BY:  Mr. Maxfield moved for approval of Resolution 52-2008. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Horiszny 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0  
 

Mr. Horiszny 
Ø He attended the Lower Saucon Authority meeting last night and the board there has 

received recommendation from the Solicitor, kind of a suggestion on how to handle the 
Redington Estates sand mound situation, or the community on lot system, and Gar is going 
to try to get together with the staff here in the near future to present that.       

 
Mr. Kern 
Ø None 
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Mrs. deLeon 
Ø She asked about the paving at Se-Wy-Co Fire Company.  Mr. Cahalan said they had a 

request from Bill Csaszar from Se-Wy-Co and part of the parking lot at the fire company 
was in need of repair and had to be repaved.  He asked if the township could help out with 
that as we helped out previously with other fire companies.  Roger Rasich met with Bill 
and found out the estimate for time, labor and materials.  He put that together and we 
brought it to a Council meeting and he got Council’s approval for Public Works to go out 
and assist the fire company.  They purchased the materials and we did the paving. 

Ø She said the Landfill Meeting for Thursday was cancelled by the Landfill so we’ll be 
meeting next month. 

Ø She asked are we still on board for the quarterly landfill meeting in October?  Mr. Cahalan 
said as far as he knows, it’s on the calendar.  She said the third Tuesday is October 21 and 
if there is action, we bring it the next day to the Council meeting, but the way the weeks 
fall in October…Mr. Cahalan said we have a budget meeting on October 21.   

Ø She said the Saucon Valley Conservancy held a barn tour on Saturday.  It was a success 
and the barns were gorgeous and beautiful. 

Ø She said regarding the Heller Homestead, the Conservancy would like to thank Council for 
the electrical line.  She talked to Leslie the other day about when you walk up the steps 
from the driveway level, the second or third step has a slate across and it’s cracked and 
she’s afraid someone is going to get hurt.  Mr. Cahalan said they asked Roger to look at it 
and do a temporary repair.  They have asked several mason contractors to give us an 
estimate to do that work and also the cinder blocks and the wall in the maintenance garage.  
They received one estimate and are waiting for a second one.  They will ask Roger to make 
a temporary repair on the step and the bottom of the steps where there is pooling of water, 
and they also need some more stone on the parking lot.  She said the two or three stones 
that came off on the side of the porch are in a box in the back. 

 
C. SOLICITOR 

Ø Attorney Linc Treadwell said they will go into Executive Session after the meeting this 
evening. 

 
D. ENGINEER 

Ø None 
 

E. PLANNING 
Ø None 

 
 

Council recessed and went into Executive Session.  The time was 8:14 PM. 
 

 
 
Council reconvened at 8:55 PM.  Mr. Kern stated they met in Executive Session and asked 

if anyone had any comments?  No comments.   
 

 
MOTION BY:  Mr. Maxfield moved to authorize an appraisal be conducted on the property they had 

discussed. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Horiszny 

Mr.  Kern  asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0  
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IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION BY:  Mr. Horiszny moved for adjournment.  The time was 8:56 PM. 
SECOND BY:  Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone had any questions?  No one raised their hand. 
ROLL CALL: 5-0  
 
Submitted by: 
 
___________________________________   __________________________________ 
Mr. Jack Cahalan      Glenn Kern     
Township Manager      President of Council 
 
 
 


