
 
General Business                                       Lower Saucon Township                                           February 1, 2006 
Meeting                                                           Council Minutes                                                               7:00 p.m. 
 
 
I. OPENING 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The General Business & Developer meeting of Lower Saucon Township Council 
was called to order on Wednesday, February 1, 2006, 7:09 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, 
PA, with Mr. Glenn Kern, Council President, presiding.    

   
 ROLL CALL:  Present – Glenn Kern, President; Priscilla deLeon, Vice President; Thomas Maxfield, 

Sandra Yerger and Ron Horiszny, Council Members; Jack Cahalan, Township Manager; Jim Birdsall, 
Township Engineer; Jaclyn Rasich, Jr. Council person.  Absent - Township Solicitor, Linc Treadwell. 

  
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
 ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANY EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF APPLICABLE) 

 
 

Mr. Kern said Council met in Executive Session prior to  
tonight’s meeting to discuss personnel issues. 

 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Mr. Kern said for citizen agenda items – Council operates under Robert’s Rules.  What that means is during 

agenda items, Council will talk amongst themselves and amongst staff and the interested parties.  At the 
conclusion of that, we open it up to the public for public comment.  There is an opportunity for non-agenda 
items at the end of the meeting to discuss whatever your business might be.  We do have a microphone and 
there are microphones up at the table. There is a sign-in sheet in the back of the room.  Please print your 
name and address and email address.  It is very helpful in transcribing the minutes.  For those who want to 
receive emailed agendas, please give your email address to Diane, Leslie, or Jack or call the Township 
office.  Please state your name and address.  If you can’t hear, please let us know.  Mr. Kern asked if 
anything was taken off the agenda this evening?  Mr. Cahalan said Item A under Developer Items has been 
taken off. 

   
III. PRESENTATIONS/HEARINGS 

 
A. RESOLUTION #28-2006 – HONORING LANITA LUM FOR RECEIVING THE ANNUAL 

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK & COMMUNITY AWARD 
 

LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIP 
 

RESOLUTION #28-2006 
 

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION AND SERVICE OF 
LANITA LUM TO THE COMMUNITY 

 
WHEREAS, in the interest of her children and community, and because she felt strongly about 
being active in cultivating a healthy community, Lanita Lum’s career in journalism was sparked in 
1996 because she saw an opportunity to improve the school system in which she had two small 
children; and 
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WHEREAS, Lanita began to attend school board meetings and write letters to the editor of the 
weekly and daily newspapers in her area and shortly after that, she was offered freelance positions 
and began her full time career in journalism, as the editor of The Hamburg Item.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lanita Lum moved to the Saucon Valley seven (7) years ago from Berks County and 
lives in Lower Saucon Township with her husband and two (2) teenage sons; and 
 
WHEREAS, after living here a short time Lanita , in April of 2000, launched her own weekly 
newspaper, known as The News of Saucon Valley; and 
 
WHEREAS, after publishing the paper for less than two (2) years, the publisher of a larger 
newspaper group, Berks-Mont Newspapers, bought the newspaper, which is now known as The 
Saucon News, and named Lanita a regional manager for the group’s weeklies in Northampton, 
Lehigh and Bucks Counties; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lanita is a member of many volunteer groups including 1st Vice President of the 
Hellertown-Lower Saucon chamber of Commerce and will become President in July.  She is also 
secretary of the Saucon Valley Community Center’s board, secretary of Hellertown’s Borough 
Revitalization Program, a member of Hellertown and Lower Saucon Township’s Historical 
Societies and a former Jaycee member; and  
 
WHEREAS, Lanita also volunteers in the Quakertown area where she is a member of the Upper 
Bucks Chamber of Commerce, a Quakertown Cares board member and a member of Quakertown’s 
Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee and was instrumental in obtaining a 2005 Ford Mustang 
at no cost for their raffle with all proceeds benefiting the celebration committee to build a band 
shell in the community.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of Lower Saucon Township, Glenn 
Kern, President; Priscilla deLeon, Vice President; Thomas Maxfield, Council Member; Sandra 
Yerger, Council Member; and Ronald Horiszny, Council Member; does hereby declare the week of 
February 5, 2006 as Lanita Lum week and do hereby commend and urge all residents to commend 
Lanita Lum for her service and dedication to not only her community, but also neighboring 
communities.   

 
ADOPTED and ENACTED this 1st day of February, 2006. 

 
MOTION BY: Mrs. deLeon moved for approval of Resolution 28-2006.  
SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0  
 

Ms. Lum said she moved here about seven years ago and she built her home in LST.  It was a 
relatively easy process and she’s thankful for that in dealing with the Township.  When she started 
the newspaper back in 2000, she wasn’t really welcomed in the community and borough where she 
began to operate and within a couple of months, she found she could run the operation from her 
home.  The township welcomed her with open arms and it was a very easy process to do that from 
her home, so she wanted to thank them for that.  Over the years, she covered many municipalities.  
She also, as Regional Manager, of the newspapers that she oversees, gets to see a lot of the 
municipalities and how they are run.  She said is extremely proud to be living in this township.  In 
the years she’s been here, she hasn’t seen many Councils or Boards operate as all of you do.  As a 
resident, it makes her very proud because she knows she can trust the people sitting here that if 
there is a problem she can pick up the phone and call any one of them, as a resident and as a 
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representative of the newspaper in this community, and it’s just a pleasure to know these areas of 
trust that she doesn’t see in other places.  She’s very glad to be active in the community.  It’s fun; 
it’s a fun place to live; and it’s a fun place to be active.  Thank you very much. 

 
IV. DEVELOPER ITEMS  

 
A. ZONING HEARING BOARD VARIANCE REQUEST – TOMASZ & ANNA 

NIEWIAROWSKI – 1767 WYNDHAM TERRACE – REQUEST VARIANCE TO 
CONSTRUCT FENCE IN FRONT YARD SETBACK 

 
TABLED 

 
B. LEHIGH GAS – CORPORATE OFFICE – ROUTE 378 – PRELIMINARY PLAN 

APPROVAL 
 

Present – Joe Topper, President of Lehigh Gas; Don Frederickson, Project Engineer. 
 

The LST staff recommends that the Township Council grant preliminary approval to Lehigh Gas 
Inc. Corporate Office Land Development plans prepared by Environmental Design and 
Engineering, Inc. Sheets 1 of 4 through 4 of 4, as revised, January 20, 2006. 

 
It is recommended that this approval be subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. The applicant shall address the review comments in the letter dated January 26, 2006 from 

HEA to the satisfaction of the township council. 
2. The applicant shall address the review comments contained in the letter dated January 26, 

2006 from Boucher & James to the satisfaction of the township council. 
3. A recreation fee of $3,113.00 shall be provided. 
4. The applicant shall pay any outstanding escrow balance due to the township in the review 

of plans or the preparation of legal documents. 
5. The applicant shall satisfy all these conditions within six months of the date approval of 

this plan or the approval shall be considered withdrawn and null and void. 
 

It is also recommended that the Township Council approve waivers from the requirements to the 
following subdivision and land development ordinances (SALDO) sections. 

 
1. Section 145-33C(2) which requires that the plan show all exiting features and contour lines 

within 500 feet of the site.  The applicant has provided an aerial photograph which 
effectively provides this information. 

2. Section 145-52B(2) which requires street trees to be planted within one and two feet of the 
right-of-way line to allow the trees at various locations as shown on the plan due to the 
parking lot locations. 

3. Section 145-48C(2)(b)(11) which requires storm sewer manholes to be provided at changes 
in alignment or grade of storm sewer piping, to allow a pre-fabricated bend in a short 
section of storm sewer piping, which will be privately owned. 

 
If the Council is voting on this mater, it is requested that Council authorize the Township Manager 
to notify the applicant of Council’s actions. 

 
Mr. Topper said he’s in agreement with the staff recommendation.  Mrs. deLeon said she’d like to 
go over No. 1 and No. 2.  What is outstanding?  It refers to the letter dated January 26 from HEA 
and January 25 from Boucher & James.   
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Mr. Frederickson said zoning no. 1 is just a statement of fact.  Variances have been granted.  
SALDO No. 1 they are requesting a waiver.  Your engineer is satisfied that we have shown 
sufficient offsite and that a waiver is appropriate.  On page 2, No. 2, we’re still working with the 
City to get the letter from the water department.   We had conversations as recently as today. They 
just want to show something a little different.  One of Joe’s employees met with Carl Newswanger 
today, so we’ll have that by final.  No. 3, Soil Erosion Plans, have been sent off to Northampton 
County Conservation District.  They are awaiting review and approval.  No. 4, PennDOT permits 
have been applied for and that is to close off the two driveways.  We’re not really doing anything 
but closing the driveways off.  No. 5 deals with water and sewer.  We have a sewer permit.  The 
building had been connected so they have, at their disposal, one EDU.  No. 6, Improvements 
Agreement, security, they agreed to that.  No. 7 says legal descriptions for various easements and 
variance dedications shall be submitted to your township engineer and then to your attorney for 
dedication purposes.  No. 8 deals with a unique characteristic of the site in terms of the storm 
water.  It’s just a detail they used on the plan and Jim is satisfied with that detail.  No. 9, Mr. 
Topper has agreed to the recreation and dedication fee.  Mrs. deLeon said she thinks Council 
decides if the fee is in lieu of land or if it would be the money amount.  It is a Council decision.   
Mrs. deLeon said do we need to take a separate motion to agree to the money just the way it is 
worded?  Mr. Maxfield said why don’t we just show any opposition to it.  Mrs. deLeon said it says 
“if a fee in lieu of land”, so shouldn’t that be more clear?   Mr. Birdsall said what we are reading is 
the letter.  If you look at the staff recommendation that came out later, it does say the staff is 
recommending a fee shall be provided and Mr. Topper has agreed to that.  Mr. Frederickson said 
no. 10, talks about street trees and the location of them.  They are showing street trees, however, 
due to the nature of this right-of-way dedication, they are not within one or two feet, and they are 
actually further in to the right-of-way.   

 
Mr. Frederickson said the Boucher & James letter, on the first page, she’s just really summarizing 
various things and not really a comment and leaving a majority of the second page is a summary 
until we come down to water and sewer, no. 1, and that was discussed earlier.  They are awaiting 
anxiously the City’s letter and they do have sewer available from LSA.  No. 2 has been discussed 
and they went a little overboard.  He had a conversation with Judy on Monday and what she’s 
looking for is arborvitae.  We had specified different types of plants, and she feels that arborvitae is 
more appropriate.  They have no problem with that and the final plan will indicate that.  No. B, she 
also points out that we need a wavier regarding the street tree location.  No. C, she’s saying that the 
Yew and Viburnum species may not be appropriate, and so they switched them to arborvitae.   No. 
3, Signs and Lighting, Mr. Topper has said they will address that as a separate issue and they 
believe they will meet all of the zoning ordinance criteria.  No. 4A, if the waivers are granted 
tonight, they will certainly put them on the plan.  No. 4B, all the conditions described in the August 
23, 2005 letter from the township solicitor must be met. 

 
Mr. Birdsall said these conditions must be met in six months.  If you have any problem, now’s the 
time to ask Council to change this recommendation.  Mr. Topper said he doesn’t know how 
PennDOT works.  Six months should be more than reasonable.   

 
Mrs. deLeon said they received the staff recommendation for the motion today.  No. 1 and No. 2 
refers to a letter.  Is there any way we can take out the conditions from HEA and from Boucher & 
James and list the conditions so we’re clear on all the different conditions?   Mr. Birdsall said not 
this evening other than if you want to give conditional approval, we can get it retyped and then 
reissue it for resignature.  We all understand what the parameters are, but for a clean record, it 
could be done.   
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MOTION BY: Mrs. deLeon moved to recommend that Township Council grant preliminary approval to 
Lehigh Gas based on the conditions being spelled out in the motion.  

SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 
Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 

V. TOWNSHIP BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

A. AWARD OF BID – RESERVOIR ROAD BOX CULVERT REPLACEMENT 
 

Mr. Kern said the bid for the Reservoir Road Box culvert replacement was advertised and publicly 
opened on January 24, 2006.  The low bidder was Rotundo Precast of Telford, PA, with a bid of 
$31,799. 

 
Mr. Birdsall said this is part of the Ivan restoration.  This would be a material delivery and Roger 
would do all the preparation work with the Public Works crew.   He would ask that one additional 
condition if you do award, would be that the necessary 50% performance bond be provided within 
20 days of tonight’s action or notice from tonight’s action which would go out tomorrow.  It’s a 
50% performance bond within 20 days from notice of award. 

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to approve the award bid with the above condition as stated by Mr. 

Birdsall. 
SECOND BY: Mr. Horiszny 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 

B.       SILVER CREEK ROAD STORMWATER DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE 
 
 Mr. Kern said Dr. Gross of Fairway Road would like to discuss with Council the scope of work 

intended for Silver Creek Road. 
 

 Dr. Gross said he appreciates their indulging him and he will try to keep it brief.   His introductory 
comment does involve your Vice President, so maybe she’ll support him.  About a year ago, he told 
the Council they were heading into an infrastructure quagmire and one of those is storm water and 
Ivan has proven that.   There is a mountainous spine that really describes Saucon Valley and from it 
over the water down two tributaries, primarily into Saucon Creek. We have all of the elements 
appropriate to a whole series of storm water problems.  It’s important to try and keep the optimum 
amount of pervious area to minimize the necessity for storm water sewage and try and absorb water 
on existing open areas.   In order to do that, we’ve got to keep these greedy developers from turning 
LST into a concrete jungle, which seems to be their primary objective.  Consequently, your Vice 
President and I in an attempt to get some information on what might be done to try and slow down 
development, met with Bob Freeman, our local representative.  He had introduced legislation in 
Harrisburg, which would have permitted again the initiation of moratorium by communities.  When 
they met with him, he said that yes, he’s introduced that legislation, there is just too much 
developer money in Harrisburg.  It seems that we have to find other ways to skin the cat and he left 
a proposal that might be appropriate with your Manager, and he says he has distributed that.  Mr. 
Gross suggests that you consider an ordinance that reads something like this, “No structure shall be 
erected on a lot in LST such that the pervious surface area of the lot is reduced by more than ten 
(10) percent.”  In effect, what that means is that any driveways, patios and so forth that exclude 
pervious areas, you would have to have a lot ten times as big as the non-pervious areas.  You want 
to really be nasty – make it five percent.  You have lots of latitude to do that sort of thing.  It’s an 
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appropriate way to skin a cat if there’s no other way to do it.  We do have specific problems.  
Having made those comments, we do have some questions that will be addressed by both the 
Zingone family and by Bob Hero.   As it’s currently proposed, there is going to be a storm sewer 
that would come down Silver Creek Road on the upper side.  Silver Creek has quite a hill on it and 
it comes down to Fairway Road which is the road on which we have met some thirteen times in 
past years trying to get some sort of remediation of the storm water problems that plaque the people 
living on Fairway Road. Those of you who are members of Council, at that time, got tired of seeing 
us coming.  In his opinion, as a professional engineer, he believes that in print 1, the storm water on 
the upper side of Silver Creek Road going up the hill is on the wrong side of the road.  It ought to 
be on the opposite side so that it takes water away that currently is going across the Luthar 
property, and the Schmidt property, primarily because the Schmidt property was so foolishly 
landscaped and approved, and it goes across the Spencer property and all of that water finds its way 
down towards Fairway Road.  A large portion of it winds up on the Zingone property.  It practically 
floated their septic system away, and Mrs. Zingone has some photographs that will illustrate the 
magnitude of the problem.  We need to stop the water flow on the lower side of the road which is 
the side towards Fairway Road, intercept the water on that side, and keep it from going across the 
land. He can tell you that when we had heavy rain a couple of weeks ago, he went up there.  There 
was a lot of water coming down both sides, however, there was a larger amount coming down on 
the north side of the road and it was overflowing onto Luthar’s property, onto the Schmidt’s 
property, onto the Spencer property, and like the Zingone’s, the Spencer’s spend a lot of time in 
boats in their back yard.  There’s no excuse for that.  The thing that really upsets him is this CYA 
statement that’s in the forwarding letter, which reads as follows, and this is a statement of what is 
going to happen when this system is installed.  “The system is not designed to reduce storm water 
runoff that has occurred and will continue to occur across private property on the north side of 
Silver Creek Road and across properties that front on Fairway Road.”  There might be some 
incidental benefit of reduced flow across properties north of Silver Creek Road and in the Fairway 
Road cul-de-sac area.  It should be recognized by those property owners that storm water runoff 
flows in patterns that have existed in the past, and will continue to exist in the future.  He jumped 
all over Jack about this and Jack said he didn’t write this, and Mr. Gross knew he didn’t write it, 
he’ll simply say it’s a dumb statement because it provides absolutely no relief for the problems we 
have lived with and have come here on many occasions to try to solve.  We’re entitled to have 
money spent for the installation of a system to control water on Fairway Road that will keep water 
from traversing across Bob Hero’s field, across the Luthar property, and across all of the north side 
homes on Fairway Road which then sends it down to the Zingone’s to what formerly was the Haag 
property.  The new owner is present tonight.   We’re not spending money just to create some kind 
of nonexisting safety on Silver Creek.  There is water that is pooled at the intersection of Fairway 
and Silver Creek and it freezes in the wintertime.  We all know about that.  If that’s the only way 
for doing it, that’s wasted money. 

 
 Mr. Kern said you are covering a lot of territory.  We’re going to take this one point at a time.  He’s 
going to ask our engineer to explain the purpose of the design of this system. 

 
 Mr. Birdsall said he was concerned that people who were seeing the storm sewer being constructed 
on that road, and did not understand the purpose of the system.  He recommended that Jack issue a 
letter to each of the neighbor’s in the area to make sure they understood how the system was 
designed, the design basis, what it was designed to accomplish, and what it was not designed to 
accomplish.  The notice to the neighbors has obviously fallen on receiving ears.  You are now 
aware of how it’s being designed and the limitations of it.  The limitations are it is only designed 
for small runoff events, collection of some under drainage water, the catching of water at the 
Fairway and Silver Crest intersection, and safely removing that away from the icing problem that 
not only occurs in the curve of Silver Crest Road, but also from the icing problem that occurs at 
Fairway.  It is not intended to take a large amount of storm water that comes down the mountain 
right now and will continue to come down the mountain in the fashion that it has for hundreds of 
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years.  Back when we started looking at different options for storm water control, there were some 
options we looked at that were much more expensive than the option that are being used right now.  
We collectively, the Council chose and we supported their activity, not to spend that massive 
amount of money to collect 100% or even a 25 year storm off the roads, and go with this lesser 
expensive project to control the most important public safety aspect of the drainage problems along 
Silver Crest Road.   The prior Council talked in length about the collection and concentration of 
water at one location, and accelerating water and preventing water from reabsorbing into the soil as 
a negative.  If we collected all the water from Silver Crest Road, and Silver Creek Road and 
deposited it at Silver Creek immediately uphill off the golf course, we would be unnecessarily 
concentrating water and not allowing it to recharge back into the ground as much as possible during 
some of the storm events.  Right now, as you know, and as you’ve mentioned in your testimony, 
the runoff goes across land, goes across fields, goes across lawns, and that is all positive from an 
environmental standpoint and it minimizes the impact of the improvement to Silver Creek and to 
the Borough of Hellertown.  At least one member of Council that isn’t on Council anymore, was 
very concerned about reducing the time of concentration of flows such that peak flows to Silver 
Creek would be aggravated as a result of a major storm water facility improvement in this area.  
We’re trying to walk a fine line between providing public safety, but not altering the natural runoff 
courses substantially. 

 
 Mr. Gross said all he’s saying is put the system entirely on the north side.  If you collect a 
reasonable amount of the water on that side, it will be a first step in providing relief for those of us 
that have been troubled by water coming across to Fairway Road.  It’s on the wrong side now.  Mr. 
Birdsall said they will look into that.   

 
 Mr. Zingone said we’re still in trouble, this problem isn’t going away.  We need help.  You didn’t 
do it in four years.  Mary Beth Zingone showed Council what they are faced with.  They were told 
to sit tight, reassured by Mr. Birdsall, Mrs. deLeon and the rest of Council.  They would not suffer 
in any way when the Schmidt house was built.  She had an operating septic system in that house 
when it was built 30 years ago.   She called Mr. Cahalan and he said nothing will be done to the 
Schmidt property.  This is what you have.  They have a problem that didn’t exist before 2002.  She 
showed pictures of different storms, not a major storm.   Mrs. Yerger said obviously the Schmidt 
house was added after you moved in, were there any other houses added in the vicinity as the 
Schmidt or was the Schmidt the only property that was built out?  Mrs. Zingone said yes, Schmidt’s 
was the only property there.  Mrs. deLeon said there were driveways and stuff across the street.  
There weren’t five other house added up the street.  Mrs. Zingone said not at all.    The construction 
of Mr. Schmidt’s property was the straw that broke the camels back with respect to water.  Mrs. 
Zingone said they have a fence around their septic system now.  They are talking about the whole 
yard.   Prior to construction, that water used to stay in the street up there.   There’s not one inlet on 
the north side proposed on the prints he has.   

 
 Mr. Maxfield said there are no inlets?  Mr. Zingone said there are no inlets on the north side.  The 
next inlet on the north side is down by Spencer’s driveway.    The water we have now, we never 
had in hurricane conditions.    Mr. Gross said if it were all on the north side, it would help the 
problem significantly.  Mr. Kern said Mr. Birdsall will investigate this. Mrs. Zingone said you 
made us wait to tell us that. You lied to us.  This is major water.  Tell us what to do.  We did 
everything you told us to do.   

 
 Mr. Maxfield said you are saying the water that comes down the road stays on the north side of the 
road because there are two inlets designed for the opposite side of the road.  The two inlets you 
mentioned before are on the north side, one near the driveway to Spencer and one up above, but 
directly across from Schmidt, there are two inlets on the south side. You are saying those inlets 
won’t work.  Mr. Zingone said it isn’t even going to get to the inlet down by Spencer because it’s 
already been down Schmidt’s front yard, down over Spencer’s bank, and right into his drain field.  
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Mr. Maxfield said the concentration of inlets there really doesn’t do anything.  Is there a 
considerable amount of water that comes down the other side of the road too?  Mr. Zingone said 
water comes down both sides but the majority is on the north side.   Mr. Maxfield said you think 
you need more inlets on the north side?  Mr. Zingone said absolutely.  You need to stop that water 
before it gets to the Schmidt property.  We need some kind of solution tonight before we leave 
here. 

 
 Mr. Birdsall said to ask the Council, who is very unfamiliar with this project for a solution of this 
particular problem, they can’t give you an answer tonight. What he can tell you tonight is this 
system is going in.  There’s an inlet immediately above the Luthar property.  The next inlet down 
hill on your side is about 300 feet away from that inlet and that is a fairly typical spacing for inlets 
along roads which is 300 feet to the degree we can get more of Schmidt’s water into that inlet next 
to Spencer’s, we will try to do that.  We’ll look at that with grading or whatever.  He will even look 
at shifting that inlet location.   The other thing that is important to remember is the water that is 
coming down on the other side of the road really is the predominant source of water.  You have 
very little land uphill from you that is on the north side of the road.  The predominant land uphill 
from you is on the south side of the road so we’re trying to catch the water on the south side of the 
road to some degree before it even crosses over to your side.  There is water up above the storm 
sewer system that has already jumped across the road and it comes down in front of Luthar’s.  
We’re trying to catch that water there, so we are really trying to catch a couple of the focus points 
for water that comes from areas a lot larger than Spencer’s property.   Mr. Zingone said Mr. 
Schmidt is not in compliance.   

 
 Mr. Gross said in that storm we had two weeks ago, there was more water on the north side than on 
the south side.   Mrs. Zingone showed more slides of her yard and pictures of the flooding of water 
over her yard.  They just want some relief, that’s all they are asking for. 

 
 Mr. Birdsall said keep it on the street where it was before.  This water was not on the street.  This 
water never got down.  If we bermed up the Schmidt property, where would that water go?  It 
would go down to the Spencer’s driveway and then would jump across Spencer’s driveway, and 
come to the same place.  If we go up the Spencer’s driveway, it goes down to the next yard and it 
goes diagonally to the next yard.  Mr. Zingone said who made the decision to dump it into my 
property and put it in my yard.   Why are you sacrificing our property?  Mr. Birdsall said we are 
trying to solve the problem.  We have two inlets on your side of the road, we have three inlets on 
the other side of the road.   We’ve picked up water above the Luthar’s property.  We can pick up 
more water, more catch basins.  Mr. Zingone said you’ve got to solve this problem, it’s not fair, it’s 
four years now.   
 
 Mr. Horiszny said we’ve heard their problem and we need to reinvestigate it, but we don’t need to 
hear any more this evening.  Mr. Maxfield said there are some new members up here on Council 
and he’s going to ask you to give them an opportunity to take care of this.   Mr. Zingone said how 
long are we supposed to wait and what about the damage?  Mr. Maxfield said after looking at the 
slides, this is unacceptable, but if you want this Council to help you, you’ve got to give us one 
more chance.   
 
 Mrs. deLeon said she met the Zingone’s.   She met many of you here from that area because of the 
Schmidt problem.  As an elected official, she finds it her duty to listen to residents.  She would 
hope that you’re being very critical up here of her because she was on Council, and Glenn and her 
think they were the only ones on Council at the time, everyone else is new.  If it wasn’t for her, you 
wouldn’t have been on the agenda for 18 times.  Again, if you don’t appreciate that, she’s sorry and 
she’s not up here for you to appreciate her, she’s just here to help people.  She tried her darnest to 
try to solve that problem.  She apologizes, but she did try.  She worked with Jim for many years.  
There was a different staff here back then and many factors that played into that.   She wasn’t here 
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on a day-to-day basis.  Jim’s not here on a day-to-day basis.  His firm represents us.  To this day, 
she doesn’t know what happened to the Schmidt property.  When she found out about it, she tried 
very hard to solve it.  Mrs. Zingone said it’s an engineering issue.   Mr. Gross said they would like 
Council to direct Hanover to reexamine the design of this system and meet with them so they can 
have some input.  Mr. Kern said Mr. Birdsall already stated that was what his intention was.    

 
 Mr. Zingone said the Township Manager told them that the Schmidt property is a done deal.  
That’s why they are upset.  You saw the pictures.  It can’t be a done deal.  We’re here asking for 
help.   It was said Mr. Schmidt was in compliance.  Mr. Cahalan said correct, he is.  Mr. Zingone 
said how can he be in compliance?  Mr. Cahalan said because he’s not in violation of any 
ordinances in the township.  Mr. Zingone said then somebody better sit back and take a look how 
we are going to clear this up.  Mr. Cahalan said that’s what the engineer is going to look at.  He had 
the zoning officer out there looking at it and there’s no violation.  Mr. Gross said you’re not 
familiar with the ordinance that says you may not take this water on to any other lot.  Mr. Cahalan 
said he’s had the zoning officer out there three times.  There are no zoning violations.   Mr. Kern 
said we are not going to revisit this.  We’ve revisited this before.  We understand the emotions 
behind this.  We hear you loud and clear.   Mr. Zingone said Mr. Birdsall hasn’t solved this for four 
years.    Mr. Gross said he compliments Mrs. deLeon for the things she has done many years for 
Saucon Valley.   

 
 Mr. Bob Hero said the storm sewer starts up at the Schmidt’s and the Luthar property on both side 
of the roads.   Mr. Birdsall will come out and look at the site with him and show him what they 
plan to do.  If it’s not doing what they think they should do, they’ll get back to the Manager and ask 
for an amendment to the plans.   Mrs. Yerger said this will be addressed and thanked Mr. Gross for 
bringing it back.    

 
C.     APPROVAL TO EXECUTE PURCHASE ORDERS FOR A 2006 DUMP TRUCK 
 

 Mr. Kern said Council budgeted $150,000 in the 2006 budget for the purchase of a 10-wheel dump 
truck with a cinder spreader and plow.  The quote has been received under the PAAC Contract for 
$143,642.  WW Engine will provide the chassis and E.M. Kutz will be outfitting the truck.  Council 
will need to approve the purchase orders prior to purchase. 

  
 Mr. Cahalan said the above says everything.  This is to replace a 1990 truck that we requested in 

the budget.   
 

MOTION BY: Mr. Kern moved to approve the purchase order.  
SECOND BY: Mrs. Yerger 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

A. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 18, 2006 MINUTES 
 

Mr. Kern said the January 18, 2006 minutes are ready for Council’s approval. 
 
Mr. Maxfield said on page 10 of 31, first paragraph, at the top, third sentence from the end, it says 
“you think the applicant agrees to the non-evasive status”.  It should be “invasive status” 
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MOTION BY: Mr. Horiszny moved for approval of the January 18, 2006 minutes, with corrections. 
SECOND BY: Mrs. deLeon 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL:        5-0 
 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT/CITIZEN NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 Mr. Hawk said he feels for those people.  Secondly, he was not as prepared as they were.  He’s 
been down there for 50 years and just like they had said, previously, it was only a catrostrophic 
storm to give them a problem.  The same thing is the problem now on Meadow’s Road.   We only 
get ½ inch of rain or normal rainfall, and we’re having a runoff problem which we never had 
before.  The runoff comes down Meadow’s Road and washes out by his mailbox and ponds and 
leaves all the sand, stone, and muck in the yard.  The Township does come out right away and they 
repair the road, but he’s responsible for cleaning up the yard.  With the development up on the hill, 
which is the only difference in geography, this is happening often, and if it happens every time it 
rains a normal rain, he’s going to be out there cleaning up.  He thinks somebody should be looking 
into the cause of this problem.  Why are we getting this after 50 years?   He’s at the end of 
Meadow’s Road by the bridge at the creek on the same side as Ted Beardsley’s house.  It should be 
settled now.  He had heard the development had plans to run their runoff through the sports club 
down to the creek.  If it was true, why didn’t they do it rather than dumping it right out on 
Meadow’s Road.   If you get ½ inch of rain, how does that fill up a detention pond that fast?  It’s all 
coming down the road.  Mr. Birdsall said there is a pipe collection system and a pipe system that 
they did install for the upper portion of their development.  This is the Meadow’s Development.  It 
does go down cross country in a pipe through the gun club property directly to the creek, so that is 
true and that did happen and it is functioning to the best of his knowledge and they haven’t had any 
complaints on that section.  Near Mr. Hawk, above the PPL power station is where the problem 
they now have with Meadow’s Road.  The storm water comes out on to Meadow’s Road along the 
gutter.  He asked if he was before you get to the RR bed?  Mr. Hawk said he’s down by the creek.  
After they put the water line through, and they took the dip out of the road on the other side of the 
RR, which it was a nasty dip, but it served a purpose.  It let the water run down and spread 
sideways.  There was a storm drain under the road which Slough took out and threw away and 
never replaced, so the water not only can go on both sides of the road, but what is on the south side 
of the road, can’t get over to the north side of the road and run down.  Mr. Birdsall said thank you.  
That is a big issue and he didn’t know that.  Mr. Hawk said that will help the runoff somewhat.  Mr. 
Birdsall said it certainly will.  Mr. Hawk said the big thing is try and stop it all together or get it 
back to normal.  Mr. Birdsall said unfortunately, they can’t stop it all together.    As you come 
down the hill past the PPL, past Mr. Holum, then there’s a smaller property right on the left hand 
side.  Before you get to the flat area where the RR tracks are, they didn’t know what happened to 
the water once it got to that point.  It looks like today, when the storm water got to that point 
historically, it would either go north along the RR shoulder or south along the RR shoulder.  If it 
went south along the RR shoulder, it would go into Mr. Holum’s property.  If it went north along 
the RR shoulder, it would head up toward behind Glenn’s house.  What they didn’t realize was that 
area before you get to the RR was a lower dip and that there was a culvert from one side of 
Meadow’s Road to the other side of Meadow’s Road that allowed water to travel from the south 
side to the north side.  Mr. Hawk said the north side is where it would run down to the creek on the 
Holum’s side of the RR.  Mr. Birdsall said that’s why that water is ponding there now because the 
culvert was taken out.  Once the water ponds there at the south edge of the road, it jumps over the 
RR tracks and it goes down past Beardsley toward Mr. Hawk’s house.  That never happened 
before.  Mr. Hawk said that has been taken out now since they put the water line in and that’s been 
about five or six years. The run off that is happening now is just recently.  Mr. Birdsall said that’s 
because of the disturbed earth and the fact that the soil can’t absorb the water the way it normally 
can if there’s grass.  That will mitigate to some extent, when all those properties get built and the 
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lawns get established.  The Meadow’s Road work was done when the shopping center was put in 
and the water main was built all the way up from the shopping center through that area.  That area 
was all disturbed and apparently when it was disturbed and put back, that culvert was never put 
back.  The macadam when it was repaved it was rebuilt up a little bit.  Mr. Hawk said the township 
is causing a dangerous situation there.  There was an accident there because the water froze and a 
car went into the ditch.  Mr. Maxfield said is that something we can do when Meadow’s Road is 
scheduled to be redone?  Mr. Birdsall said we will talk to Roger about that to see how it can get 
corrected.   They can look in the records and see why it wasn’t put back the way it was.  The 
maintenance period has elapsed, but HEA will look into all of that. This is all brand new 
information.     Mr. Kern said we’re very grateful that Mr. Hawk came here tonight.   

 
VIII. COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. COUNCIL/JR. COUNCIL 
 

Mrs. Yerger 
 Tom had mentioned earlier about the Joint meeting between Lehigh and Northampton 

County Conservation District. She would like Jack to extend an invitation to our 
Legislators to attend or send a representative to attend.  This is an important meeting and 
we need to be part of it and be made aware of it.  It’s going to be an extensive grant 
proposal, so we need as much endorsement from local legislators as we can get to help the 
process. 

 Northampton County is doing a workshop on their 21st Century Open Space Initiative.  
They are doing a grant application workshop. She would like to attend. There is no charge.  
It is Tuesday, February 14, 2006 and she would like to attend and report back to the 
township any pertinent information that they cover in that workshop.   Mr. Cahalan said he 
was going to attend also.   Mrs. deLeon said in the past we’ve had administrators or even 
HEA there.  Mrs. Yerger said if Jack, Tom and herself attend, it’s more of a training 
session, and will show them they are serious about open space. 

 
Mr. Maxfield 

 He said there is a Saucon Creek Watershed meeting on February 11, 2006 at 2:00 PM at the 
Heller Homestead.  A follow up to that will be February 14, 2006 at 6:00 PM at Town Hall.  
Hopefully the Saucon Creek Watershed group will form and continue on the 14th to set an 
agenda for the future to do some great things with the creek.  Mrs. Yerger said the meeting 
on the 14th is actually going to be held by the Northampton and Lehigh County 
Conservation Districts.   They are holding an informational meeting because they want to 
do a two county stream assessment of the Saucon Creek and are looking for all interested 
entities and citizens to come and help them put together this assessment plan and do it 
through a grant proposal to the DCNR.  It will be a great tool for us to help us really work 
with the Saucon and make sure it stays a viable high quality trout stream as well as 
recreational facilities for the township residents.  Mr. Maxfield said we’re looking forward 
to some things like reclassification of sections of the stream and some updated data.  It will 
give us brand new information. 

 Everyone received information about our Planner, Judy Stern Goldstein’s 
recommendations about our open space plan, the drafting of it. 
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MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved that we take those recommendations from Judy forward and begin the 
actual open space plan rather than the mini plan which we were working on in the past. 

 
 Mrs. deLeon asked if there was any rush, can we wait two weeks as she hasn’t read them?  Mr. 

Maxfield said the faster we can get it going, the better off we are going to be when it comes to 
funding.  It’s not really that different than what we’ve done before except taking it a couple 
more steps.  Mrs. deLeon said it’ll come back to us before final adoption and we’d have input 
on it anyway.  Mr. Maxfield said right.  Nothing will be enacted or go forward without Council 
approval.  Mrs. Yerger said this will provide some of the implementation criteria that we need 
to add to the existing plan. 

SECOND BY: Mrs. Yerger 
Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 

Mr. Horiszny 
 He has no report, but wondered what the status was on getting in goals and objectives?  

What’s the due date?  Mrs. deLeon said it’s a future agenda item. 
 

Mr. Kern 
 He said there is something in the packets from Representative Beyer discussing split phase 

traffic lights.  He would like to pursue that.  Mr. Cahalan said he was going to bring that 
up.  He’s spoken briefly to the Chief and to Public Works and both of the lights are owned 
by the township, and they have no objections to the split phasing.  He was going to ask for 
Council’s direction on that.  Mr. Maxfield asked if we could also look into the left hand 
turn light which might be an alternative to that.  Mr. Cahalan said he thinks the 
recommendation is going to be that it be in conjunction, the split phasing and the arrow.   
Council directed Mr. Cahalan to get back to Karen Beyer.   Mr. Kern said for example, 
coming off the ramp at I-78, where it’s a left turn, straight and right turn only.  That just 
backs up traffic unbelievably.  If it was a straight or right and a left turn only, that would 
solve the problem there.  Mr. Birdsall said we can certainly write to the State and ask them 
to look at that.   

 He said a letter was received from Bethlehem Renewable Energy (BRE) from Mr. DiVito.  
He wants to discuss the one time $15,000 fee.  Mr. Cahalan said there’s a letter from Jim 
Preston who represents BRE to our Solicitor.  It was responding to a letter that Mr. Cahalan 
sent to him with an attachment of invoices in the amount of $63,000 for the cost of 
Township Consultants reviewing the BRE submission. This was the response he received.  
It indicates “although my client is not required to subsidize the Township’s voluntary plan 
review, my client is willing to make a one time contribution to the Township of $15,000 at 
the time of plan recording to offset those review costs.”  Mrs. deLeon said in her 
experience, it is really unfortunate as the township has a role in these landfill documents.  
She’s sorry, but these developers are smart, they know how to work the process.  What 
they’ll do is go through the one process first, and they would have submitted it with the site 
plan review first.  Rather than sending it to DEP, we would have reviewed it that way and 
they would have had to pay for it.  By doing it in the reverse, then the township gets to 
absorb the whole cost.  We need to discuss whether we agree with the $15,000 and also 
write to the Legislators and ask them to change that process.  The only way the township 
ever gets reviewed for land related processes, is for a major permit modification and that’s 
up to $10,000.  That $10,000 has been like that since 1988.  It’s really low.  Two issues – 
the major permit modification needs to be increased and the MPC needs to be addressed to 
allow the township to be reimbursed for those costs.  Mrs. deLeon said we should write to 
the legislators.   Council directed Jack to write to the legislators.   Mr. Maxfield said that 
amount is very low.  We should counter offer.  Mrs. Yerger said we should wait for an 
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answer from Attorney Treadwell and hear his recommendation.  Mr. Cahalan said the last 
sentence of Mr. Preston’s letter says “please present this offer to the Township Council”.  
Mrs. Yerger said she’d like to hear from Linc first and see what are some of our options.  
Mrs. deLeon said they haven’t been in front of us for approval yet and one of the 
conditions is going to be pending your state permit, so it’s something they need, but if they 
would have waited, they would have been paying that $60,000, maybe not exactly the 
$60,000 but most of it.  They rushed it through, and it didn’t work anyway.   

 
Mrs. deLeon 

 She said we need to set up a process for photo ID cards for Council members.  If there’s 
ever any kind of emergency, then we need to have something official.  Mr. Cahalan said he 
will follow up with the Emergency Management Coordinator.  That was one of the things 
on this list to work on to have ID cards for people who are showing up at incident so we 
can identify who they are. 

 She wanted to thank Mr. Cahalan for providing the Hugh Moore Parkway minutes. 
 Lauressa sent around a bunch of emails, but did give an update on the Gas Plant. It’s very 

exciting as the Landfill Committee has put in a lot of time and energy towards reviewing 
the application.  DEP will require combined emissions even though they will be permitted 
separately.  We were concerned about that, so they are going to do that.  In discussing the 
air dispersion modeling, they are discussing and asking for a revision to the air dispersion 
modeling to include all the landfill emissions.  There’s a minor permit modification for the 
gas plant, and they have not received anything else from IESI.  The last revision was March 
15, 2005.  When they switched to the turbines, they haven’t really revised the plans yet, so 
again, that’s more money we are going to be spending looking at these documents.  We 
don’t know anything about the public hearings yet.  There’s been a lot of coordination 
between the departments and DEP and they are listening to our concerns.  This all started 
because Ron said “is the gas plant going to put out more than the flare?”  Mr. Maxfield said 
there was some talk awhile back about how we might be setting the precedent for how the 
state feels about these plants in the future, is that still what is going on?  Mrs. deLeon said 
she doesn’t know. We’re probably the most active community, and we’ve raised issues that 
needed to be raised and hopefully they will address those issues. 

 The Narrows – we had a meeting on January 20, 2006, and discussed this at the meeting on 
the 18th.  It was a very great meeting and a lot of officials were there, and they are starting 
to open the Narrows and expecting it to be done in the Spring.  Everyone was pleased.  Mr. 
Cahalan showed pictures of the cleaning up of the Narrows.  The debris has been totally 
cleared out.  With the help of Walter’s Excavating, and PennDOT, all of the debris has 
been removed from the two or three landslide areas and moved to other spots.  Phase I has 
been accomplished with some local volunteers.  Mrs. deLeon asked to send them letters of 
appreciation and thanks. 

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to thank the volunteers in the form of a resolution. 
SECOND BY: Mrs. Yerger 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 
 She received a packet from Charles Dent’s office and they have been responding, and also, 

Senator Specter wrote letters.  These all went to residents.  One letter from Senator Specter 
went to Chief Lesser.   Mr. Cahalan said they will distribute them to Council.    

 
Mr. Horiszny said we did not utilize the help from IESI for help on that?  Mr. Cahalan said he 
contacted them after the meeting of the 20th.  He contacted Sam Donato and Walter’s Excavating 
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on the same day, to follow up on their offers to help.  They both indicated they would help.  He 
hasn’t followed up to see if IESI was out there to help out. 

 
Ms. Rasich 

 She said the SV wrestling team is having an amazing season this year.  The high school’s 
record is 16-3.  The middle school is 11-1.  Her brother and Brandon Palik, they both 
wrestle and they are both having real good seasons.  Jake Rasich’s record is 12-2 and 
Brandon’s record is 16-5.   

 She said the tree that was planted out here, and it looks so nice.  The tree was donated by 
the developer.  He had it dug out and placed in the lower playground complex.  It was 
going to be thrown away because it was in the way of the cul-de-sac.  It’s out there and it 
looks nice.  Mr. Cahalan said a heads up by the LSA allowed this to happen.  They 
discovered the tree growing right on their main, so it had to be removed, and with the help 
of Mike Keifer, who provided his services, they were able to transplant it and it’s now out 
here in the middle of the park and will provide a lot of shade and enjoyment for the 
residents.  It’s an oak tree. 

 
B. TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

 He said there is a resignation from Andy Wilt from the ZHB.  Mrs. deLeon asked to send 
him a letter of appreciation.    Mr. Cahalan is also recruiting replacements.  About a year 
ago they had solicited some residents for alternative ZHB members and he will follow up 
with them.  Mrs. deLeon asked him to put vacancies in the next newsletters. 

 He said Sophia White resigned from the Library Committee.  They are recruiting 
replacements for her. 

 He wanted to ask for authorization to get the Planner, Judy, working on Polk Valley Park 
officially.  She’s been reviewing some of the plans to look at some of the landscaped plans 
and the design plans for phase II and III, and also for the trail and sidewalk connector 
between the park and the school.  He wanted Councils authorization to direct her to start 
working on that.  Council authorized Jack to direct Judy Stern Goldstein as stated above. 

 
C. SOLICITOR 

 Absent 
 
D. ENGINEER 

   Nothing to report. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to adjourn.  The time was 9:12 PM. 
SECOND BY: Mr. Horiszny 

Mr. Kern asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments?  No one raised their 
hand. 

ROLL CALL: 5-0 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
___________________________________  __________________________________ 
Mr. Jack Cahalan     Glenn Kern     
Township Manager     President of Council 
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