IESI Bethlehem Landfill Committee Meeting Minutes
Date:
Time:
Location:
Attendance:

Thursday, September 20, 2018
1:08 p.m.
Lower Saucon Township Council Meeting Room
Hanover Engineering: Chris Taylor; Exelon: Ken Minton (1:13 p.m.); IESI: Donald Hallock &
Nick Rogers; Staff: Cathy Gorman; Council Liaison: Priscilla deLeon (speaker phone).
Members: Hazem Hijazi; Absent: Leslie Huhn, Diane Palik, Staff and Neil Ortwein, Member.

Mr. Rogers reviewed the monthly tonnages for August:
MSW
C&D
Residual (Total)
Asbestos
Sewage Sludge-New Category as of 02-15-18
Out of State (Total)
Recycle
No. Trucks

June
30,293.20
3,120.66
1,397.69
111.82
80.15
18,947.6 (54%)
13 (62%)
3,216

July
30,169.05
2,368.60
2,001.00
212.27
43.73
18,268.85 (52%)
15 (11%)
3,140

August
31,776.46
1,809.98
6,003.03
156.17
57.89
22,961.84 (58%)
20 (80%)
3,203

Mr. Taylor asked what drove the residual numbers up. Mr. Roger said contaminated soil material. There were six
Form U submittals between August 2, 2018 and September 12, 2018.
Mr. Rogers said the annual groundwater trend analysis, the third quarter sampling event was conducted on August
27th to the 29th by Earth Res Group. Mrs. deLeon said she’d like to follow up on something. She received a disk,
it’s from Earth Res and there’s a letter dated August 9th to Roger Bellas of DEP, and it goes on to say enclosed are
the reports. In the second paragraph it says the dry monitoring wells are frequently being discussed in the section
immediately below and discussed in more detail in the quarterly summary letter submitted to DEP on August 4,
2017. She asked Nick Rogers to find that August 4, 2017 letter talking about the wells and send it to the Township.
Mr. Rogers said okay. Mrs. deLeon said to reiterate, the Flowers who live there, were sampled the second time by
a lab and they were okay then. Mr. Rogers said yes. Mr. Taylor said there were no issues with the sampling wells.
Mr. Rogers said for correspondence/reports, there were the abatement system reports and Q2 facility report
extended version. Mr. Rogers said there were two DEP inspections. On August 21st Susan French was present at
an engineer meeting and on September 18th, Susan French and Matthew Glogowski were present for an engineering
meeting. Mr. Taylor asked if he was new. Mr. Rogers said yes. Mr. Rogers said there were three host municipal
inspections by Chris Taylor on August 2nd, August 16th and September 16th.
Mr. Rogers said there were 3,203 commercial waste vehicles for August. There were 77 overweight, 54 warnings
and 23 suspensions. Mr. Taylor asked why the overweight’s shot up in August. Mr. Hallock said they are relating
that to the heavy rain we had in August. They had the State Police on site last Thursday, September 13 th and they
reviewed the paperwork and procedures and showed them a copy of a report of the overweight’s. Mr. Hallock told
the State Trooper the operating times the trucks come in and the State Police Officer is working with Chief Barndt
and they will be setting something up. Mr. Taylor asked what are they doing going forward? Mr. Hallock said the
State Trooper will coordinate with the Chief and they will come up with a plan for weight enforcement. They are
welcome on site and Mr. Hallock asked him if he wanted any contacts and gave him information on how IESI does
it, how they try to control it and the State Trooper agreed about the rain and all the other fuel. The biggest question
the State Trooper had was the under 3%. Mr. Hallock said there’s not really a lot he can do out on the road but
he’ll follow up with his superior and coordinate with Chief Barndt. Mrs. deLeon asked how the State Trooper
knew to stop by. Mr. Hallock said Chief Barndt contacted the State Trooper. They are in the process of working
together.
Mr. Taylor said he looked at the tickets in the scale house and there were 12 vehicles total from IESI’s two transfer
stations and out of those 12, all left the transfer stations underweight and only one weighed in overweight at 80,800
lbs.
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Mr. Rogers said BRE has been running at full capacity, with intermittent shutdowns, in conjunction with the flare
as the main GCCS. IESI and BRE continue to communicate with BRE along with SCSFS with any routine or nonroutine maintenance to maximize LFG production and minimize odor between plant and flare. AEG
Environmental completed the installation of four new vertical wells and 8 re-drilled wells along with the
installation of replacement header and new header to increase flows and vacuum.
Mr. Minton said last month they were on-line for 83.2% of the time, total export was 1.5 million kw hours. Mr.
Taylor said in a broad sense, it seems there have been some down times and outages at BRE. Mr. Minton said
that’s absolutely the case from everything he looked at recently and the on-line time of 83.2% is not acceptable, and
they will be improving that. Mr. Taylor asked if there was a DEP inspection not too long ago? Mr. Minton said if
there was, he’s not familiar with it or the results of it. Mr. Taylor said he thinks it was an annual inspection. Mr.
Minton said there was a township waste water permit inspection that occurred a week ago, with no findings. A gas
compressor had failed and has been replaced and was put back on-line Monday. Mr. Taylor asked if there was
something on the 12th? Mr. Minton said he’s not sure. Mr. Minton said they are running two compressors since
Monday. Mr. Taylor asked what the gas flow was? Mr. Minton said about 1500. Mr. Taylor said today the flare
was doing 2275 and Mr. Minton said they are at 1500. He did shut down for a bit to change oil filters and that
sounds like it was right in the ballpark when he was changing the oil filters, so you are probably looking at
something a little lower. At the worst case, we are at 3075, which tailed off a little from the 3800 two weeks ago.
Mr. Taylor said his concern is the IESI flare can do 4000, but if BRE is down, they have to take everything. In the
near term, are you good to go full scale. Mr. Minton said yes. Their full capacity is right around 2000 scfm in the
winter time. He thinks they should be able to do a little bit more now, but they are taking things slow. Mr. Taylor
asked if they have any more scheduled planned outages. Mr. Minton said they do not. Mr. Hallock asked about the
end of 2018? Mr. Minton said they will take a two-day outage later in October to do semi-annual maintenance.
They will coordinate with IESI.
Mr. Taylor asked if they had the quarterly surface emission monitoring last week. Mr. Rogers said yes. He
emailed the report today at 11:30 a.m. It indicated no exceedances. Mr. Taylor said congratulations and thanks for
your efforts. Mr. Taylor asked if there were any odor complaints in the last month. Mr. Rogers said no. The last
one was July 10th. Mr. Taylor asked if DEP has been out? Mr. Rogers said no inspections. Mr. Taylor said June
was the last time they were out for an inspection.
Mrs. deLeon asked Cathy Gorman to write a note for Leslie that when she gets back to call DEP and find out when
the next inspection is going to be. Ms. Gorman said okay. Mr. Taylor said Priscilla do you want me to just do that
by email or do you want to have a little bit more weight behind it. He’s not trying to step on anyone’s toes but…
Mrs. deLeon said she just thought Mrs. Huhn could do it, but do you want to send an email first and see what
happens. Mr. Taylor said sure, he can do that; she’s going to be busy when she gets back. If he sends an email, it
will come to the Township having to prod them to do it, but if he throws it out there, or we can give them some
time to think about it or get something scheduled, then Mrs. Huhn doesn’t have to deal with it when she gets back.
Ultimately, the Township will have to deal with it as it looks like DEP has moved on for now. He was hoping they
would fall under this regular monthly routine, but it looks like they aren’t going to.
Mr. Taylor said there were eight shutdowns for BRE between August 1st and 5th, was there something going on
during that timeframe? Mr. Rogers said August 1st they had Earth Res Group out doing testing for the louvers.
They had to shut the flare down to do that. Mr. Taylor asked if that was the same for the other four times? Mr.
Rogers said yes. Mr. Taylor said that was the work we talked about at the office that Earth Res group did. It’s very
technical and involved, but if you could just explain what was done, it’s important to get it on the record so
everyone understands. Mr. Rogers said when they put the new blower in, they brought a different company in to
program the blower and have the louvers work. There are basically two controllers that control the temperatures on
the louvers so Earth Res came in, looked at the program, and how they re-programmed the ledger controller and
everything is running off of one system now instead of two, so they are not fighting each other. Mr. Taylor said
previously two of them were controlled by one controller and two were controlled by another controller and they
weren’t syncing up and they weren’t working in concert and that was causing outages. Mr. Rogers said it would
cause outages as if there was an air leak or the shift in flow. Mr. Taylor asked if that was also the cause for visible
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emissions. Mr. Rogers said yes. Since then, we’ve had instances where there are air leaks and they start back up
and the temperature is a lot better. Mr. Hallock said it’s doing what it’s supposed to be doing.
Mr. Taylor said we observed something on the paper chart today that actually provided a good field test with the
new automated system, where the temperature on the paper chart that was jumping around like an EKG whereas it’s
usually a pretty steady line. You said it was an oxygen leak where oxygen was going through a wellhead and got
dislodged and that was causing temperature swings which was causing the louvers to react to the temperature to
control and there was no outage because of it and no visible emissions because of it. All thanks to this new
automation that was able to handle that better than what it would have been handled under the old system, which is
great. He just wanted to get this out there as there have been questions in-house on how the flare is doing, how is it
holding up and working. This demonstrates it’s working better than it ever has. You have everything right there on
the computer screen, not only can you monitor it, but you can control it, which is great. Does BRE have the same
capability yet? Mr. Rogers said not yet. Mr. Minton said he knows that they would like their system to tie into
IESI’s system, but he does not have really any other information. Mr. Taylor said you were starting the permit
process for the new flare and is it still moving in that direction. Mr. Rogers said yes.
Mr. Rogers said the North Slope road and swale have been repaired from heavy rain. Sedimentation traps and
ponds need to be cleaned out. Mr. Taylor said he observed there was next to no erosion on that road, maybe just a
little 1” gulley near the bottom from the latest rains. Where they built rock check dams before the water exits the
site, you can see the sediment had dropped out right at the bottom of the rock before it left the site, which is exactly
what we are shooting for to get the sediment to stay on-site. There’s a lower leg that maybe needs to be paved like
the upper leg and you are going to do that down to the second concentration point. When he went down to
Riverside Drive, there was no evidence of a washout or sediment on the road.
Mr. Taylor said the sedimentation ponds need to be cleaned out. Basin No. 6 is sitting with a fair amount of water
in it. He doesn’t think you can do anything with it in these conditions. Basin No. 2 you are pumping out in
anticipation of trying to get it seeded. He thinks the storm water system is holding up, but if you know of
something, please let him know. The benches seem to be carrying water to the down channels; the basins seem to
be handling the flow they get easily. When he drove by yesterday, it looked like there was discharge coming out
through the grass to the west of BRE and running out on the road. Mr. Hallock said there was a water company
there. Mr. Minton said the first week he was back, he saw a spring coming out of the ground at BRE, so he called
the LSA and they checked it and a pipe underground had sprung a leak. So what you are seeing on the road is the
water coming from that leak.
Mr. Taylor said Applebutter Road had some sediment on it. Mr. Hallock said the sweeper is there Thursday and
Friday. Mr. Taylor said the truck wash was open and trucks were going through. Mr. Hallock said there are still
some sloppy conditions with the rain we had. Mr. Taylor said it all looks good and if you get the street sweeper out
there, that is good.
Mr. Rogers said the abatement system continues to operate and discharge to the Bethlehem WWTP. Intermittent
malfunctions of the well pumps and controls are repaired or replaced as needed. Mr. Rogers said leachate
collection, the flow rates continue to be monitored and reported. Intermittent malfunctions of the well pumps and
controls are repaired or replaced as needed. There were 4 radioactive loads for August, which were all iodine. The
waste streams met level 1 requirement and were disposed of on-site. Phase IV construction activities, currently the
active disposal area is 4-A. Mr. Rogers said for the SE Realignment Construction Activities, composite has been
placed in the cell. Protective cover and leachate piping has been installed.
Mr. Rogers said they had one complaint on August 16, 2018, which pertained to the operation working outside of
permitted hours. Mr. Hallock said they reduced accepting long haul trailers from 4 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Mr. Taylor said looking at the secondary flows, LMC-6 was over 100 gallons per day for about five weeks. LMC7, which is usually higher, the numbers dropped several digits and some are zeros. Mr. Rogers said they cleaned
the piping out as it was clogged in LMC-7 in the middle of August. Mr. Taylor said maybe the numbers will come
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up now that it’s cleaned out and get reflected in the September numbers. Mr. Rogers said they should. Mr. Taylor
said LMC-8 is spiked up a little bit over 1,000. It’s always reacted to rain. Mr. Rogers said since they took the
grass off the new cell, that’s why you are seeing higher numbers with LMC-6. Mr. Taylor said if we are creating
impervious cover over the parts of the landfill that flow to these, shouldn’t we be getting less flow to these. Mr.
Hallock said yes, but this just happened less than two weeks ago. Mr. Taylor said so you think all your meters are
registering accurately. Pump Stations 1, 2 and 3 are all zeros.
Mrs. deLeon said we followed up on some of the issues from the Council meeting and you heard the concerns of
Council. She thinks we covered everything. Mr. Hallock said thank you for allowing the time at the Council
meeting.
Mr. Taylor said when he sat at the entrance of the Hill Climb, he could hear loud machinery working, but he thinks
it was at the Hill Climb, and asked if anyone was doing anything up there? Mr. Hallock said about a week or so
ago there was a bulldozer up there. Mrs. deLeon said in the past the Hill Climb was usually the second Sunday of
June and September, and she believes they changed it to the end of September. They might have been preparing for
that or they may have had issues with storm water. Mr. Taylor said if you hear any noise complaints, it could be
they are hearing something at the Hill Climb.
Mr. Taylor said there was a new Operations Manager hired at IESI, his name is Jamie Steigerwalt. Mr. Hallock
said he’s an external hire. He’s got a trash background and will be working on-site all the time. He’ll probably
attend the next meeting in October. He’s a full-time employee and they are excited about having him there. Mr.
Taylor said he’s glad you were able to fill that position, that’s an important part of the team.
October 4, 2018 will be the mid-meeting inspection. The meeting adjourned at 1:47 p.m. The next Landfill
Committee meeting will be on October 18th at 1:00 p.m.
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