
 

 

Bethlehem Landfill Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Thursday, September 17, 2020, Via Zoom 

Time:  1:02 p.m. 

Location: Lower Saucon Township  

Attendance: Hanover Engineering: Scott Brown; Bethlehem Landfill: Astor Lawson & David Pannucci; 

Members:  Hazem Hijaz; Neil Ortwein (absent); Staff Members: Leslie Huhn; Council Liaison:  

Priscilla deLeon; Guests:  Andrew Krasnansky & Tom Carocci. 

 

Mr. Pannucci reviewed the monthly tonnages for August: 
 

          June   July_____     August                                                       

MSW 29,224.78 26,830.88 25,883.81 

C&D 6,688.18 8,113.21 7,593.21 

Residual (Total) 1,760.98 2,256.69 2,083.20 

Asbestos 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Sewage Sludge  272.40 436.85 652.38 

Out of State (Total) 24,757.91 (65%) 23,981.73 (64%) 22,034.47 (61%) 

Recycle 13 (85%) 14 (86%) 11 (73%) 

 

Mrs. deLeon asked what is the percentage of the mixture of the sewage sludge as before we weren’t take the 90/10.  

Mr. Pannucci said we are still taking the 90/10, and they are also taking straight sewage sludge.  Mrs. deLeon said 

that would be much wetter.  Mr. Pannucci said it would have to meet the acceptance criteria, but yes more or less.  

Mr. deLeon said when are you taking this new sludge?  She’d like to know as there is an increase in odors and she 

was wondering if that was contributing.  Mr. Pannucci said they can check the date they started taking it. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were two Form U Submittals, one from Earth First Recycling on September 8, 2020 and 

Raytheon Technologies Corp. on September 15, 2020.  The fourth quarter sampling event is scheduled for November 

25 – 27, 2020.  There were no correspondence/reports and also there were no inspections from DEP.  Host Municipal 

Inspections were done on September 3 and 17, 2020 with Scott Brown. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said the total number of trucks for August were 2,880 with 77 overweight, 65 warnings and 12 

suspensions.  The August average flow rate was 3,549 SCFM.  Regarding shutdowns and startups, the bigger one 

was from the storm with the issues of the blower motors, which have now been fixed.  The one on August 19th was 

maintenance of the flare.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said the North Slope Road has been repaired since minor damage was caused from Tropical Storm 

Isaias.  The swale has not needed repairs.  The abatement system continues to operate and discharge to the Bethlehem 

WWTP.  Intermittent malfunctions of the well pumps and controls are repaired or replaced as needed.  The transducer 

in AB-7 was replaced.  There is nothing to report on leachate collection. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said they had three radioactive loads for August (I-123 and Tc-99m (2)).  These waste streams met 

level 1 requirements and were disposed of onsite.   Waste operations continue in SE-1B.  The odor complaint log is 

attached.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said can you explain to her what you had to repair on the North Slope, what did it look like after the last 

storm event.  Mr. Lawson said basically on the North Slope they repaired the road going down where there was a 

little bit of erosion with the rocks they have and the sediments were going down.  It wasn’t anything too treacherous.  

Mrs. deLeon said what about the rest of the water, did the rest go down the slope onto Riverside Drive.  Mr. Lawson 

said no, it left their site and went the way it was supposed to go.  We got 8.5” of rain so some of it went down the 

road and they drove down to look at it.  Mr. Brown said the swale wasn’t damaged.  During that hurricane, it did 

overflow and probably went down the access road as there was so much rain, it couldn’t go down the swale.    

 

Mrs. deLeon said today Mr. Brown went on the inspection.   Mr. Brown said he saw the road repaired during the 

August 9th inspection.    
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Mrs. deLeon said the complaints seen by Waste Connections, it says “see attached”.    Mr. Pannucci said it’s the last 

page.  Mrs. deLeon said for the record, she’d like to report the ones she received.  She received one on August 18th 

at 8:11 p.m., August 19th at 10:11 a.m. and 4:40 p.m., August 26th at 6:45 p.m. and the notes for that day said they 

were the strongest in a long time; August 30th at 11:06 a.m.; September 1st at 9:38 a.m. and September 12th at 5:04 

p.m.; and September 13th at 11:13 a.m.   It seems like a lot of odor complaints, how are you addressing that?   

 

Mr. Lawson said no one called them to let them know when these occurred.  Weather conditions play a large role and 

they had the mister run, the gas flare was running.  Mr. Pannucci said if they aren’t made aware, they can’t investigate 

and see what’s going on.  The one day they were made aware, they were over in 10 minutes on Johnson Avenue, 

talked to two residents, and they didn’t smell anything and they were doing yard work all day.  It makes their job 

harder if they are not made aware.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said she has made you aware on several occasions.  Mr. Lawson said they are not blaming anyone and 

if they don’t know about it, they can’t do anything about it.  Mr. Pannucci said they can call the landfill directly and 

not run everything through her.  Mrs. deLeon said they are not running everything through her, they are usually 

calling DEP and they are just copying her on stuff.  Mr. Pannucci said they put the number out there, they can call 

them whenever they have a concern.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said DEP was out there recently and did notice odors which was in a recent report.  Mr. Lawson said 

they said they picked up a slight odor and then they didn’t smell anything at the other two residences.  It might have 

been on a weekend.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said her point being it was after the last meeting, which was held on August 13th and this is what this 

committee is supposed to be meeting on.  It’s just not sitting here having you quickly going down a list.  These are 

the things that this committee needs to hear and discuss and what actions you are taking.  She said this before, we 

have an understanding, when things happen at your landfill, we are supposed to know about it.  She doesn’t like 

reading about it a month from now, eight months from now.  That’s why we meet. This is not a waste of time.  Mr. 

Pannucci said the report was sent in to Leslie and the Township was copied on it.  Mrs. Huhn said we brought it up 

at the August 18th or the September 2nd Council meeting.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said she brought it up under the quarterly reports.  Her point being this is a monthly meeting.  She asked 

Mr. Hijazi isn’t this a meeting where they are supposed to tell us what happened in the last month since our last 

meeting.  Mr. Hijazi said yes.  He thinks that specific incident with the DEP, he got a copy of it too, so he presumes 

it went to the Landfill Committee and we were notified.  Mrs. deLeon said absolutely, she’s not saying we weren’t.  

This is the opportunity to read it into the landfill minutes.  Six months from now, someone will say where’s that letter.   

 

Mr. Hijazi said he noticed there are several complaints, has anything in the operation changed?  Mr. Lawson said not 

that he can think of.  A lot of the odors come down to the weather, the humidity and barometric pressure.  

Operationally, they are fixing some things, the working face is a decent size, and they are doing their best to have it 

covered, so it’s tough and it’s not anything that’s being neglected.  They are always working on trying to improve 

their daily operations to avoid odors.  Odor is not something he’s happy with, the residents aren’t happy about it so 

they are definitely working to make that improvement.   

 

Mr. Hijazi said is the mister still in operation and working.  Mr. Lawson said they have it running on the side where 

they are building the cell and by the residential area, so they are focusing on that side of the landfill.  

 

Mrs. deLeon said on page 12 of the information we have today, which starts in January, when you look at August 

14th, that’s half the chart.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said wasn’t there something with the high methane in the swale and you were supposed to do some kind 

of plan.  Mr. Lawson said they have a corrective action plan they are going thru.  Mrs. deLeon said who does the 

agenda with the bullet points.  Mr. Pannucci said he can add a note to it.   
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Mrs. deLeon said did we see the mitigation plan or is it in the works.  Mr. Pannucci said he’s not sure if the Township 

has it.  Mrs. deLeon said why wouldn’t we have it if it’s in the works.  Act 101 says we are supposed to be receiving 

all correspondences with DEP.  We’re not getting them.  Mr. Lawson said they will make sure the Township gets it.  

Mrs. deLeon said what else aren’t we getting.  How do we ask questions and ask what’s going on up there if we don’t 

get everything.  Let’s do a better job.  We have this committee meeting for a reason and she’d like that mitigation 

report sent to our consultants or to Leslie and she can do with it what she wants.   

 

Mr. Carocci said yes, it should be Leslie’s call or you can bring it to the full Council and they can vote to hire a 

consultant to look at something specific you want.  As far as reviewing a report, that should be Leslie’s call.  Mrs. 

deLeon said we shouldn’t be asking for it.  Mr. Carocci said he agrees with her on that.  It should have been sent to 

us.  Mr. Pannucci said they will send it. Mr. Lawson said he knows Martin and Martin already have the Township 

copied on the emails that go out, and they’ll make sure SCS does that also.   SCS reports their gas stuff on behalf of 

DEP. 

 

Mr. Brown asked if there was any update on when the capping is going to start.  Mr. Pannucci said he knows there’s 

a crew finishing up another landfill and they will have a conversation next week about scheduling it.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said have you submitted your expansion plans to DEP yet?  Mr. Pannucci said no.   

 

Mr. Hijazi said the total waste has been down, is this anything to foresee as it continues to go down.  Mr. Lawson 

said they are trying to save space for the completion of the cell.  When they started the construction, they were hoping 

for initially an end date and they had delays due to the COVID-19 situation and now they are pushed on it until 

November and lowering tons to save space.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said is the BRE plant still under litigation.  Mr. Pannucci said that’s correct.  Mrs. deLeon said then we 

can’t start up the other one.  Mr. Pannucci said they haven’t even started construction and that will take a year to 

build until they get through the legal battle.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said is the flare operating much better.  Mr. Pannucci said yes, it’s normal.  Mrs. deLeon said are there 

plans to construct another second flare.  Mr. Pannucci said if the gas flows indicate they need another one, they plan 

to do so.  Mrs. deLeon said if it gets closer to the upper 90’s, you’d have to do something. Mr. Pannucci said they are 

keeping an eye on it.   Mr. Hijazi said what percentage capacity are we at right now?  Mr. Pannucci said the average 

last month was 3,500.  The flare can do 4,000 SCFM at 50% methane.  It depends on the methane percentage.  Mr. 

Hijazi said you are at 88% right now.  

 

Mr. Brown said he did the drive by and there were no odors along the road or at the working face. The working face 

is very small, so that should help eliminate any odors.  He drove through Steel City and didn’t smell any odors.   Mrs. 

deLeon said if you guys want to write something, she can share it on the Steel City Facebook page to the residents 

saying we would appreciate after you call it into DEP, you call it into the landfill.   

 

Mrs. deLeon asked Mr. Krasnansky if he has been smelling any odors.  Mr. Krasnansky said on occasion.  Mrs. 

deLeon said are you following up with DEP then.  Mr. Krasnansky said yes.  Mrs. deLeon said what about the trucks 

you had issues with.  Mr. Krasnansky said they slowed up quite a bit, but they changed carriers so it’s hard to get the 

markings off of them because they are on the front of the dump body.  You can’t read them when they are doing 40 

MPH.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said weren’t the police supposed to look into that to monitor.  Mrs. Huhn said they’ve been in contact 

with the landfill and set up some inspections and having some officers there.   Mr. Lawson said they came out about 

three or four days and in October they are supposed to come out two or three times. 

 

Mrs. deLeon said has Air Quality been out there.  Mr.  Pannucci said no.  Mr. Lawson said they are in the process of 

setting up a date with engineering, as they haven’t been out in a while.   
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Mr. Krasnansky said what happens with the overweight trucks, do they get fined?  Mr. Lawson said he wishes they 

would, that’s why they are working with the PD.  The landfill doesn’t fine them, the best they can do is suspend them 

and kick them out.  Once they come in overweight, they can’t send them back out on the road.  They let the carriers 

know but the more help we can get with PennDOT and the local police, the better it is.  Mr. Krasnansky said the fines 

are a lot.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said can we get a log of when the police are doing this stuff.  Mrs. Huhn said she’ll talk to him.  Mr. 

Krasnansky said he knows Hellertown has one of those units to stop waste trucks.  Mrs. deLeon said ask the Chief to 

give a report from the beginning of the year.  Mrs. Huhn said this just started.  Mrs. deLeon said over the years they’ve 

been talking to the police and she thought they were doing it randomly.  Mrs. Huhn said they do, she’ll check with 

them. 

 

Mr. Lawson said part of his frustration is, he would like to see them do the trash trucks more and not focus on the 

warehouses.  It would help them doing the transfer trucks, something he’s been asking for.   

 

Mrs. deLeon said the problem in the past has been on Applebutter Road, half is the City of Bethlehem, half is the 

Township and that’s an impediment to doing these things.  Mrs. Huhn said we can only stop what’s in the Township.  

Mrs. deLeon said the ones going past Andy’s house, it’s all LST.  Mr. Krasnansky said they wouldn’t have anything 

in them anyway. They don’t come down the hill.   

 

The meeting ended at 1:32 p.m.  The next meeting is on Thursday, October 15, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

 


























