
 

 

Bethlehem Landfill Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Thursday, June 17, 2021, Via Zoom 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Location: Lower Saucon Township  

Attendance: Hanover Engineering: Chris Taylor; Bethlehem Landfill: Astor Lawson & David Pannucci; 

Member:  Hazem Hijazi; Staff Members: Leslie Huhn & Diane Palik; Council Liaison:  Tom 

Carocci.   Attendees:  Mrs. Louder Louder, George Gress, Ms. Opthof-Cordaro Opthof-Cordova.  

Absent:  Member, Neil Ortwein. 

 

Mr. Taylor stated for those who may be attending for the first time, what we do is go over each agenda item, and then 

a committee member can ask a question.  Astor and Dave will answer the questions.  If nobody jumps in, Dave will 

keep running through his report until we wrap up.  The committee will then be asked if they have any questions.  

They will be answered by the Landfill or by Scott.  Once the committee is done with the agenda, then typically it 

would be open to the public and you would need to raise your hand and Diane would see that, and when she unmutes 

you to present your question, you would state your name and address and proceed with your question.  For anyone 

who is participating today, the agenda and back-up information is on our website.   

 

Mr. Pannucci reviewed the monthly tonnages for May: 

 

         March        April   May______                                                               

MSW 24,520.77 24,065.53 20,184.96 

C&D 8,783.90 8,147.78 6,945.65 

Residual (Total) 2,463.37 2,382.47 3,319.66 

Asbestos 0.00 0.00 0.00  

Alternate Daily cover 4,692.01 2,646.05 1,997.70 

Sewage Sludge  800.03 (1.94%) 775.47 (2.04%) 406.46 (1.24%) 

Out of State (Total) 23,856.33 (58%) 21,232.21 (56%) 16,634.66 (51%) 

Recycle 11 (82%) 9 (89%) 7 (71%) 

 

Mr. Taylor asked Mr. Pannucci what are they using for alternate daily cover.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s mainly 

contaminated soils.  Mr. Lawson said its part of a minor mod they received in December, which gave them a list of 

what they can use and most of the stuff is like a non-hazardous contaminated soil. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there was one Form U Submittal from John Manville Corporation on May 25, 2021.  The third 

quarter sampling event is scheduled for August 30 – September 2, 2021.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were six correspondence/reports, which were the BRE Check Q1 2021, Host Fee Check 

Adjustment Q1 2021, Overweight Report May 2021, Abatement Well Reports May 2021, 2020 Annual Operation 

Report and GP-3/GP-9 Permit Notice.  Mr. Taylor said you hit rocks during construction.  Mr. Pannucci said no, they 

have a pile of bricks they’ve taken in and are open to use for structural fill on the cell construction as opposed to 

purchasing it and bringing it in.  It’s the same crusher they’ve had on site for many years. They had that permit that 

they used on the other MSE Wall Construction for Phase IV and they have their application submitted to DEP. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were two inspections from DEP on May 25 and June 9, 2021 with Matt Glogowski and Amy 

Faulch from Solid Waste.  There were two Host Municipal Inspections with Scott Brown on June 3, 2021 and with 

Chris Taylor on June 17, 2021.  Mr. Taylor said does Air Quality ever come out anymore.  Mr. Pannucci said he 

doesn’t remember the last time he’s seen Air Quality.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said total number of commercial waste vehicles is 2,827 with 66 overweight, 69 warnings and 7 

suspensions.  The LFG flare is the main GCCS.  Bethlehem Landfill continues to communicate with SCS Field 

Services with any routine or non-routine maintenance to maximize LFG production and minimize odors.  The May 

Average Flow Rate was 3,369 SCFM. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said the North Slope road has not needed any repairs nor has the swale needed any repairs.  The 
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abatement system contained to operate and discharge to the Bethlehem WWTP.  Intermittent malfunctions of the well 

pumps and controls are repaired or replaced as needed.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said leachate collection continues to be monitored and reported.  Intermittent malfunctions of the well 

pumps and controls are repaired or replaced as needed.  The secondary pumps in LMC-6 and LMC-8 have been 

replaced.  Mr. Taylor said the contractor was out today at Pump Station 1 running down some issues which is good.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were four radioactive loads for May (Ga-67 (2) and Te-99m (2).  These waste streams met 

level 1 requirements and were disposed of onsite.  Mr. Pannucci said the SE Realignment Construction Activities, 

waste operations were in SE-AB Phase 1.  The odor complaint log is attached and the supporting leachate 

documentation is attached.   Mr. Taylor said you are in the southern part of the cell installing fluff flare down there.  

Mr. Pannucci said yes.  Mr. Pannucci said they have capping construction still going on and construction is ongoing 

like we talked about at other meetings. 

 

Mrs. Louder, resident, said you mentioned you are working on the capping, what kind of capping are you doing, 

temporary or permanent.  Mr. Lawson said there’s a little bit of both.  Mr. Pannucci said there’s six acres on the south 

slope right above the temp cap that was just installed and there’s another 6 acres on the north side on Phase IV as 

well.   Mrs. Louder said that was part of the violation.  Mr. Pannucci said correct.   

 

Mrs. Louder said her other concern is the tractor trailers as usual.  What is going on with 66 trucks overweight?  Mr. 

Lawson said they don’t know, they don’t load them.  They just come here and they may be new customers.  If they 

break the rules, we kick them out and handle them appropriately.  The last call they had, the State was here doing 

their survey but they haven’t been out since then and he hasn’t seen LST PD out since then either.   

 

Mrs. Louder said is there a way the Township can request an Air Quality inspection since it hasn’t been done for a 

while.  Mrs. Huhn said we can do that.  She said she also sent that letter to the Dept. of Health to request a study, but 

she’s sure we can reach out to Air Quality.  Mrs. Huhn said she did reach out to Amy Faulch to see if she could attend 

this meeting to discuss odors and she is unable to, but she did pass it on to Roger Bellas and Dean Ritter and she is  

waiting to hear back from them as well.   

 

Mrs. Louder said she had a concern about the Landfill going down on the southeast expansion, that it’s going down 

the opposite side of Applebutter Road and it’s getting closer to the houses on Riverside, is she correct?  Mr. Pannucci 

said are you referring to the application that’s currently in with DEP.  Mrs. Louder said yes, is there going to be more 

frequent inspection of the wells for those properties down there.  Mr. Pannucci said no, there won’t be.  They will be 

sampled quarterly.  Mrs. Louder said just because you are getting closer to them she thought maybe it would be a 

nice gesture to do it more often.  Just again, safety precautions, peace of mind.  She thanked them for keeping the 

sewage sludge down.  March is when we had the odor complaints, April you went down and now you are at a nice 

level and she appreciates that as a resident.   

 

Mrs. Louder said the on the odor complaint list, she would like to make it clear it was not her.  When she makes a 

complaint, she will make it known that it’s her, but none of those are her.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said with regard to the current report, she saw three different odor complaints in June but we 

don’t have any information what happened with those yet, is that right?  Mr. Lawson said they reached out to him 

and the first one they didn’t notice any smell and then there was an issue with a truck that came in here that was 

leaking fuel but those odors are different. The other one Amy got a hold of him right away so when he went over, he 

talked to two residents of Steel City and they didn’t smell anything in the last hour.  Amy is getting a hold of him a 

lot quicker and they are going and investigating them in real time.  They are doing their due diligence and if there are 

residents outside, they are talking to them.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said because she’s not familiar with 100% of the names and she didn’t know who she was talking 

to.  Mr. Lawson said it was him.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said Amy is who?  Mr. Lawson said she’s their inspector 

enforcement from DEP.  Mrs. Huhn said that’s Amy Faulch.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said Amy contacted them right 
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away.  Other than June, is that something that was recent that she started contacting them again?  Mr. Lawson said 

generally if she did contact him, it was 24 hours or longer before she would let them know she had a complaint, so 

for him, it was welcomed that it was a lot quicker than what he received from her in the past of notifying him of 

complaints.  In June, it’s the first time she reached out that quickly, and he appreciates it. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said it sounds like maybe we alerted the DEP that we were a little bit more interested in the odor 

complaints and their timing and response.  She knows Amy isn’t able to attend today and she appreciates Leslie’s 

information yesterday at the Council meeting.  Looking at what DEP’s response was from your inquiry, it just struck 

her that there is some issues there with response time.  Maybe because we sent the letter, they decided to be more 

proactive and contact the Landfill to hunt down these complaints.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro asked what the DEP’s 

response was or what the Committee felt about the letter she sent at the end of May.  Does everyone know what she’s 

asking about?  Mrs. Huhn said she knows what she’s talking about but she’s not technically the Committee so she 

doesn’t know if Haz had a chance to look at it.   

 

Mr. Hijazi said what’s her question?  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said what the position the committee had in response to 

the letter she sent at the end of May on the odor complaints regarding the DEP and their response time.  She doesn’t 

think Haz was on the last meeting.  She was asking why some of the odor complaints indicate there’s a significant 

lag time when the odor complaint is logged and then when the DEP comes and responds to those odor complaints.  

From her perspective, it seems to be an ongoing issue with the residents of Steel City and they feel very frustrated 

with that issue.  There’s a lot of discussion of people not even calling DEP anymore.  She was trying to resolve it and 

she drafted the letter.  That prompted Leslie to contact DEP to see whether they could assist the Township in 

responding more quickly to our concerns.  They sent a response back and at last night’s Council meeting, Leslie said 

we would discuss the letter at today’s meeting.  Mrs. Huhn said you are spot on with that, but Amy is the Solid Waste 

Manager and she does the inspections and that’s why she passed it up the line to Roger Bellas who is her Supervisor 

and Dean Ritter and Leslie is hoping we get some feedback from them and see which way we can go.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro asked Haz if he checked out her letter.  Haz said he has not looked at it yet, but he will look at 

it and he will email her or discuss it at the next meeting.  The concerns she is raising on the surface, nobody wants to 

have any smells or odors around the Landfill and he suspects the Landfill operator would be trying everything to 

avoid these issues.  He thinks asking the DEP for their input is not a bad idea.  They are the regulatory oversight 

entity.  They see a lot of Landfills throughout the state.  They may have more experience and knowledge on how to 

tackle this issue and he thinks Ms. Opthof-Cordaro had some suggestions and we are waiting for the DEP to get back 

to you, is this where we are?   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said we had some initial answers from Amy about how the DEP procedurally responds to odor 

complaints and what happens if it’s after hours and who do you get in touch with and some protocols they have, is it 

a drive by or come check it out at their next inspection date.  Amy did say in the letter that they do notify the Landfill 

when they get a report and it sounds like that wasn’t being done as often or timely until maybe we sent the letter to 

them.   She’s happy that they responded.  She’s hopeful we can get the DEP involved to a timelier response.   Maybe 

the Township can help facilitate some odor complaints.  She’s hopeful we can make some headway and she asked 

that Council would address it and its unclear if the committee is going to make a recommendation.  She’s just 

following up with that as well. 

 

Mr. Hijazi said from his perspective, and he speaks only from his experience and knowledge, he would focus on the 

facility operations on the proper recovery of methane, do they have enough wells, do they have enough recovery, is 

their system operating properly, are they doing what they need to do for the daily cover, and because he thinks what 

we need to try to tackle is there a deficiency in the operation or not.  He thinks the help from the DEP to be involved 

with this is important and we need to rely on them as the oversight regulatory agency in charge of this.  They have 

the resources, they have the experience, the inspectors and they could offer a lot more than the Township or Landfill 

Committee or anyone from our side could do.  There’s nothing wrong in asking them. The Landfill is a partner in this 

and we need to make sure they are doing everything they can.  They are operating the Landfill and know if there’s a 

deficiency someplace that causes this or not.  If you are proposing for the DEP to be more involved and more 
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inspections, absolutely, he backs that up 100% and from the Landfill’s perspective is they are looking at their records 

and if they are all operating properly, we have to look at what else is there.  

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she appreciates that and likes to hear Haz reiterate that about the DEP.  Mrs. Huhn said 

she’ll follow up with them.  Mr. Lawson said he reached to to them and asked them to come out.  The more oversight 

they have it’s better for them and for the community.  The more the DEP is involved and they are checking that the 

Landfill is doing everything correctly, it’s better for the Landfill.   

 

Mrs. Huhn said it’s positive that we’ve gotten a response already and Amy is trying to get information to the Landfill 

more quickly.  We’re on the right track.  Mr. Hijazi said this isn’t against the Landfill.  You have a stake in this.  You 

would want to eliminate the odors and we appreciate what you can do from your end to help alleviate this issue.  Mr. 

Lawson said it helps if you reach out and they will have DEP come out and hopefully they will make it out here 

sooner than later. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said Roger and somebody else you mentioned, who are they?  Mr. Pannucci said they are quality 

inspectors.  Mrs. Huhn said Roger is the oversight of the entire department.   Mr. Lawson said Roger would be the 

one to send them out.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she will hold out on that issue as we are making good progress with 

this issue. 

 

Mrs. Louder said did you find anything on the inspection today, Chris?  Mr. Taylor said no.  There were no off-site 

odors.  The only on-site odor was the working face odor on top.  He observed all the capping we’ve been talking 

about, it’s quite extensive.  The guy at PS1 was rattling off some diagnostic tests they had run.  They were tackling 

some leachate seeps along the North Slope, which is not good we have seeps, but good they are out there tackling 

those.  Those can be a source of odors, also so fixing those could help odor issues.  The spotter was at the south end 

of the open cell spotting for things that should not be going in the lift.  On the balance of things, the flow rate at the 

flare was higher than he ever seen it, in the 3400’s, which indicates good capture of gas and then the flare itself is 

running fine which indicates good destruction of gas.  Everything he saw looks very good.   Mrs. Louder said kudos 

to the flare guy, Cody.  Mr. Taylor said Cody came along on the tour and is very knowledgeable and sharp and has a 

great handle on the gas collection system. 

 

The meeting ended at 7:01 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, July 15, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 


























