
 

 

Bethlehem Landfill Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Thursday, May 20, 2021, Via Zoom 

Time:  1:00 p.m. 

Location: Lower Saucon Township  

Attendance: Hanover Engineering: Scott Brown; Bethlehem Landfill: Astor Lawson & David Pannucci; 

Members Absent:  Hazem Hijaz & Neil Ortwein; Staff Members: Leslie Huhn & Diane Palik; 

Council Liaison:  Tom Carocci.   Attendees:  Maurice Kasmiroski, Ms. Opthof-Cordaro Opthof-

Cordaro, Mrs. Louder Louder, Atom Kallen, Kevin Bodner. 

 

Mr. Brown stated for those who may be attending for the first time, what we do is go over each agenda item, and 

then a committee member can ask a question.  Astor and Dave will answer the questions.  If nobody jumps in, Dave 

will keep running through his report until we wrap up.  The committee will then be asked if they have any 

questions.  They will be answered by the Landfill or by Scott.  Once the committee is done with the agenda, then 

typically it would be open to the public and you would need to raise your hand and Diane would see that, and when 

she unmutes you to present your question, you would state your name and address and proceed with your question.  

For anyone who is participating today, the agenda and back-up information is on our website.   

 

Mr. Pannucci reviewed the monthly tonnages for April: 

 

        February     March       April                                                               

MSW 15,555.13 24,520.77 24,065.53 

C&D 4,780.65 8,783.90 8,147.78 

Residual (Total) 1,155.71 2,463.37 2,382.47 

Asbestos 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Alternate Daily cover 2,912.82 4,692.01 2,646.05 

Sewage Sludge  456.84 (1.84%) 800.03 (1.94%) 775.47 (2.04%) 

Out of State (Total) 15,031.89 (60%) 23,856.33 (58%) 21,232.21 (56%) 

Recycle 6 (83%) 11 (82%) 9 (89%) 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were five Form U Submittals from April 27, 2021 to May 18, 2021.  The second quarter 

sampling event is scheduled for May 24 – 27, 2021.  There were several correspondence/reports which were LFG-

3A – April Reading Report; 2020 Stormwater Annual Report; Abatement Well report – April 2021; LFG Collection 

Efficiency Q121; Facility Report Q121; Overweight Report April 2021; and Host Fee Check Q121. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were two DEP inspections with Matt Glogowski from Solid Waste on April 20th and Amy 

Faulch from Solid Waste on April 28, 2021.  There were two Host Municipal Inspections from Scott Brown on 

May 6 and 20, 2021. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were 3,088 total trucks for April with 41 overweight, 39 warnings and 2 suspensions.  Mr. 

Brown asked if there was anything different.  Mrs. Huhn said Chief Barndt gave her an incident report this morning 

and said they were assigned to monitor the trucks today on site, and while they were there, a PA State Police 

Enforcement team arrived.  They spoke with Trooper Ahearn and are still working on an Enforcement Grant 

through DEP.  He learned from Trooper Ahearn that garbage haulers are still under exemption from Federal 

enforcement since COVID so only State violations can be enforced until the exemption is lifted.   Mr. Pannucci said 

all that involvement is definitely helping to keep these numbers down.  Mr. Brown said what did you contribute 

anything to in April.  Have the police been there recently in the past.  Mr. Lawson said this is the first time since 

he’s been at the Landfill that the State Police have been on site.  They are seeing a huge uptake in tonnages overall 

so with vendors coming on, new people coming back, and then having the Police get them down to the legal 

weights. They haven’t changed anything except keeping them accountable.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said the LFG flare is the main GCCS.  Bethlehem Landfill continues to communicate with SCS Field 

Services with any routine or non-routine maintenance to maximize LFG production and minimize odors.  The April 

Average Flare Flow was 3,229 SCFM.  There were no shutdowns or malfunctions during the month of April.  The 

North Slope Road there were no repairs.  
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Mr. Pannucci said the abatement system, they replaced the transducer in AB-10.  The leachate collection system, 

flow rates continue to be monitored and reported.  Intermittent malfunctions of the well pumps and controls are 

repaired or replaced as needed.  The primary pump motor and transducer in PS-3 has been replaced. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said they had four radioactive loads for April.  All these met Level 1 requirements and were disposed 

of on site.  The SE Realignment Construction Activities, the waste operations were in SE-2AB Phase 1.  The 

complaint log is attached. 

 

Mr. Brown asked Mr. Pannucci to give a summary of the construction activity going on right now.  Mr. Pannucci 

said right now they have two projects going on concurrently.  There will be SE-2AB Phase II which is east of SE-

2AB Phase 1.  They are waiting for certifications for the lower portion but they are doing some excavation work, 

getting the SE-2AB Phase II area to the subgrade elevations where they can start the liner process. There weren’t be 

any wall or sump construction so their hope is it’s a little more straight forward.  The capping, they are basically 

just starting that process and evaluating the grades up there.  They will get the intermediate cover wrapped and they 

will line it and the soil will go on top, then vegetation on top of that for final cover.  They have materials ordered 

and should be here mid-July. 

 

Ms. Ms. Opthof-Cordaro Opthof-Cordaro said she was looking at some of the attachments and was hopeful 

someone could give her some education what they actually tell you.  Mr. Pannucci said if you are looking at the 

Leachate Demand Report, the locations are basically are leachate manhole chambers that were constructed on site 

and PS2, 3, and 4 are all pump stations which are sumps for the leachate collection and pumped out into a force 

main.  That then carries it to the Bethlehem WWTP.  Those are the tallies of the sumps themselves which add up to 

the total leachate discharge offsite. They also have a pump and treat system, abatement well system, which pumps 

out the groundwater interception basically implemented for the unlined area that is onsite.  That water is pumped 

and treated as leachate and goes into the calculation as well.  It’s a total calculation of leachate and the abatement 

well system.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said are those numbers trending the same as all the other months or are there any discrepancies 

or issues with that.  Mr. Pannucci said it looks pretty normal and pretty dry as of recent, and the numbers are down.  

There’s nothing that jumps out to him that’s abnormal. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro asked what the Groundwater Demand Report was.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s each abatement well 

on site and then the total gallons pumped from each of those.  It ties in with the front page with a little more detail.  

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said it says water level, is that the water level in your well.  Mr. Pannucci said that’s the 

gallons per million and calculated based on the flow that came out of that well.  The water level is what the 

transducer rating is.  It’s basically set up so the pump will kick on at a certain level and kick off at a certain level so 

when they go out and get the ratings, that’s the static water level was.   

 

Mr. Brown said the abatement system is a series of wells which are shallower and similar to a water well for your 

home going down to capture the first level of ground water that has some contaminants in it from the old Landfill.  

All the wells that you see on the list run parallel to Applebutter Road on the south side to capture all the 

groundwater coming out so all that water gets pumped and then sent down to the WWTP.   That’s different than a 

leachate collection which is collecting the leachate from the Landfill itself and when it hits the liner it goes into the 

leachate collection system.  They are two different things.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said it’s more of a surface 

collection than a ground collection and is lower.  Mr. Brown said that’s a good way to look at it.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said what are the documents with all the numbers and calculations on?  Mr. Pannucci said it’s 

similar to the groundwater demand report.  It’s the detail and how the calculations are made for the LMC chambers 

and the pump stations.  There’s a primary and secondary pump as you have secondary and primary flows and they 

are all pumped out as leachate, but we have to track them separately as they are sources essentially.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said what is a totalizer.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s a running total of gallons that are going through 

that essentially.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said you are showing the time period between January and April.  Mr. 
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Pannucci said they are looking at it monthly, but he puts that on to show a trend back, and he’ll cut it off to keep it 

on one page.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she sees the numbers have gone up.  Mr. Pannucci said that number always 

goes up as it keeps a running total and then you subtract the two numbers from each event and that gives you the 

total gallons on those days that were pumped.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said are these normal numbers for April.  Mr. 

Pannucci said yes everything looks normal. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said the page that has the green header, what is the difference between that and page 7.  Mr. 

Pannucci said the one with the green is primary flows from primary leachate collection.  The first one was the 

secondary flow.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said if it doesn’t get captured by the primary, it then dumps into the 

secondary.  Mr. Pannucci said yes.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said the secondary is supposed to capture the remainder of 

the leachate that’s coming out.  Mr. Pannucci said yes.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said we would know after the 

secondary if something didn’t make it into the secondary, is that true.  Mr. Pannucci said you’d start to see 

groundwater issues.  That’s the goal of the liner system to protect the groundwater.  There is a clay liner underneath 

as well which is a permeable clay liner so that’s also a third liner technically.  That’s also why we have the 

groundwater wells around the site to insure no liner system fails.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said page 9, what is that 

showing us.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s showing the pump station 1, secondary and primary flows and the next page 

shows you pump station 2, and 3 and 4.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said are they all showing the same information?  Mr. 

Pannucci said yes they are.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said looking at the odor complaint log, it shows how long after that the person made the 

complaint.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s DEP’s log.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said the report on March 31, 2021 there was no 

investigation until April 8, 2021 by DEP.  Mr. Pannucci said yes.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said another one on March 

31st, someone went out on the same day, she’s wondering why the DEP person didn’t investigate the other 

complaint because of the timing.  Mr. Pannucci said he’s speculating and it’s probably based on the time.  Ms. 

Opthof-Cordaro said does someone from the Landfill know when the DEP goes out.  Mr. Pannucci said no, unless 

they are made aware and said they are open to receiving information and responding.  Those March 31st complaints, 

he’s sure no one was made aware of them at the Landfill site.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said the complaints aren’t 

investigated until two days later.  When they go and investigate that late, she knows the odor won’t be there.   It’s 

not even useful.  January 25th, three reports did show up, then they stopped coming.  She’s wondering if the 

committee can talk to DEP and find out what the normal response is and if there’s a reason they can’t check the 

odors in a timely manner.  Mr. Brown said the one they responded with the three complaints on the same day, there 

was probably an issue out there, but he would guess they don’t have the staffing for someone to come out for every 

complaint.  The Landfill has made it real clear that it’s best to call DEP and report it, but then get a hold of Astor 

and let him get out there.  He can get out there within the hour, that’s the ultimate solution.  He doesn’t know if we 

are going to get DEP to respond quickly for these intermittent odors like a simple shift in the wind, it’s going to be 

gone.  Even getting out there within the hour isn’t always quick enough. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro asked if Astor was a representative of the Landfill.  Mr. Lawson said he’s the District Manager 

for the Bethlehem Landfill.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said was there a time in the past when somebody from the 

engineering firm in Lower Saucon used to go out to some of these complaints.  Mr. Brown said it would be himself, 

Chris Taylor or Jake Schray.  If they were notified, they’d try to get out as quick as possible even though they 

probably can’t get out as quick as the Landfill could.  Mrs. Huhn said she doesn’t think DEP is going to notify our 

engineer, so that’s why it’s so important to contact the Landfill and then the Township can be notified if we can get 

an engineer out there, we will, but the Landfill can investigate in real time.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she likes that 

the Landfill could go and investigate odors at their Landfill.  She said maybe we can develop an automatic 

reporting system so that everybody gets notified and people can try and respond in a timely way.  Maybe it’s 

something the committee can look into with a trickle-down effect.  Maybe we should start notifying the Landfill 

and the Landfill can notify the Township and the Township notify the DEP the next business day.  If the resident is 

upset, they can call the DEP that day also.  She’s trying to help the residents so they can get a quicker response.  

They feel defeated as when they do make complaints, it takes so long for someone to get out.  Mrs. Huhn said are 

these people communicating to DEP and they are saying they are not getting response?  Who are they 

communicating to?  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said yes, they are told by the Township to always call DEP, so when she’s 

talked to residents, they said they called DEP and they don’t come out right away and looking at the report, it shows 
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you they don’t come out right away.  She’s trying to figure out a way that the residents’ complaints could be taken 

care of.  Mr. Brown said the committee has tried to address that by saying contact DEP and log the complaint, but 

then also immediately call the Landfill and someone can get out there.  They’ve responded when they get calls.  

That point needs to be brought across to the residents to make two phone calls.  Mr. Lawson said they can also text 

him as the number that’s on the website is his cell phone number.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said looking at the Landfill 

page on the LST website, she didn’t see it was adamantly clear that the first thing was to call here for odors.  It 

would be nice if residents didn’t have to call three people, the Township, the Landfill and the DEP. 

 

Ms. Mrs. Louder Louder, resident, said she’s been dealing with this since 2013, 2014.  DEP is the regulating body 

for the Landfill.  They are first and foremost who gets the very first phone call.  In the past, the Landfill has alerted 

the Township if they were doing something that could create an odor for a day or two.  We are slaves to the wind is 

basically part of it.  There have been times when the DEP showed up at their doorsteps at 10 p.m. to investigate 

odors.  She just had a conversation with Ms. Faulch and the bottom line is the most important thing you need to do 

is document it with the DEP, then if you want to make a courtesy call to the Landfill, that’s fine.  In past 

experience, if we would give the respect to the Landfill, they would come out and would make us look like 

jackasses.  It would be the middle of winter and they’d tell us it was a garbage truck driving by.  Odors on a 

garbage truck in the middle of winter aren’t that bad.  They don’t stick around for hours.  Mr. Pannucci said just to 

be clear, he’s never said that.  Ms. Louder said she knows he hasn’t.  The people of the Township have been treated 

very poorly by management of the Landfill and this new management team they are a little different and are willing 

to listen and have shown some respect, even with the sludge.  Mr. Carocci said you are referring to the 

previous…Mrs. Louder said she’s talking about Sam Donato and the ones prior.  Mr. Carocci said now we have 

Astor and Dave and they are trying their best.  Mrs. Louder said she does give them credit for that.  She said if Ms. 

Opthof-Cordaro wants to gather information, she should go all the way back to 2012 and start reading Council 

minutes.  She would look at all the Hanover Engineering reports because Chris Taylor was on it at the time.  With 

no disrespect to Mr. Brown, she felt more comfortable with Mr. Taylor working the Landfill site.  The DEP is the 

regulating body and there’s so much more to the report than the lesson you got today.  She is not an engineer, but 

she educated herself.  Part of the Host Agreement also allows you to go with Mr. Brown on an inspection and learn 

it.  She did that for many years – read all the reports. 

 

Mr. Carocci said he thinks Mr. Brown, David and Astor are doing a very good job and have for the past two years 

and he has 100% confidence in Mr. Brown, in particular.  Mrs. Louder said with all due respect, she’d rather see 

Chris Taylor working the Landfill.  Mr. Carocci said he used to put whatever Priscilla told him to put in the report.  

Mrs. Louder said no, don’t go there Tom.  Mrs. Louder said every time there was an inspection, she went and she 

didn’t miss one or two in years.  Priscilla did not go all the time.  She needed to be educated and that’s how she was 

educated.  Those reports aren’t cut and dry, there’s more to them that’s involved.  There’s also reports that were 

written by Lauressa, read her reports.  To set something up where you push a button and everyone gets alerted, 

that’s not going to work.  DEP asks specific questions, they want to know where, how long, when, the whole nine 

yards.  DEP is doing what they can based on their staffing, and as long as it’s documented the Landfill is 

responsible.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she agrees, we should be calling DEP always but she was trying to figure out 

a way that there were some residents not getting their reports investigated for quite some time.  It’s always logged 

in with DEP, but if the DEP has questions, let’s create a form so that the Township can also gather the same 

information and maybe we can get somebody out there quicker.  She’s not saying call the Landfill instead of the 

DEP and make it easier for our residents to have one place to call and then the Township can follow up with the 

DEP to make sure the resident called the DEP.  She doesn’t know if the committee can look into that and 

investigate a streamlined way or put it on the agenda for the next Council meeting. 

 

Mrs. Louder said the bottom line is if there’s an odor problem, the Landfill is responsible.  They already know it’s 

going to be created.  They know what’s going to happen.  If they get ballooning on the tarps, they know there’s 

going to be an odor complaint.  It’s just the way it is, and there was an agreement at one time when the Landfill 

used to contact the Township and say this is what’s happening today so you may end up with an odor complaint. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said does the committee have a response to what she asked for and she thinks Mrs. Louder is 

asking for something a little bit different, but may be good to look into.  Mrs. Louder said is there a Technical 
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Committee yet.  Mr. Brown said on an as-needed basis.  Mrs. Louder said that was a loophole then. The Technical 

Committee had all of their professional engineers at that meeting.  Mr. Brown said he thinks the Technical 

Committee was part of the Township’s own doing, the Landfill Committee is through the Host Agreement.  Mrs. 

Louder said she knows.  Mr. Carocci said Mr. Brown is the Township Engineer and he’s on this meeting and runs 

this meeting.  Mrs. Louder said the bottom line is Mr. Brown’s bread and butter is coming from the Township.  In 

order for him to remain on the Township’s payroll, she just doesn’t feel comfortable.  Mr. Carocci said Chris 

Taylor works for the same firm as Mr. Brown works for, so you are saying Mr. Taylor’s bread and butter wasn’t at 

the same place?  That doesn’t make any sense.  Mrs. Huhn said Lauressa was paid by us too.  Mrs. Louder said she 

knows.  Mr. Carocci said they are all paid by us, Donna, they are our engineers.   

 

Mrs. Louder said can someone explain the helicopter flying around.  Mr. Lawson said the helicopter has nothing to 

do with them.   Mrs. Huhn said it could be PPL or the pipeline, they do inspections that way.  Mrs. Louder said 

there was a helicopter one time that coincided with the expansion.  Mr. Lawson said not since he’s been here. 

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she wanted to follow up on what she was proposing.  Does the committee have a position 

on that or will you look into it and either put it on the agenda for Council.  She’s not sure what your authority is on 

that, and can you bring a policy to Council but she’s hopeful as a Township resident if she makes a suggestion that 

perhaps you can at least note it in your next meeting or minutes to the Council.   

 

Mr. Carocci said he has no idea what she is asking for.  It was all not explained very well.  The fact of the matter is 

we have a process in place now and if there were 20 residents on this call complaining that the process is terrible, 

maybe he’d consider doing something about it.  The fact of the matter is there’s one resident, Mrs. Louder, and two 

other residents who are running for local office, and the odor complaints are tracked by DEP and he agrees they 

don’t get out there fast enough, but he’s not in charge of DEP, our Democratic Governor Wolf is.  People can call 

the Landfill, the Landfill information is on the Township website, including the phone numbers.  It’s David and 

Astor’s cell phone numbers, it’s not the business line.  They can get a hold of them after hours and when they do, 

they investigate.  It is a Landfill and he’s not doubting there’s an odor smell, he agrees, there are and they need to 

be completely minimized, he doesn’t know if they can ever be eliminated but they need to be held at a minimum 

now.  He thinks these guys do a good job now and they are willing to give their cell phones number out for odor 

complaints and they do.   

 

Mr. Maurice Kasmiroski said what amount of residents would have to be on this call for you to take action.  Mr. 

Carocci said all he’s saying…    Mr. Kasmiroski said you were saying there’s only one resident complaining, so it’s 

not worth the time, whoa Tom, whoa Tom, answer the question.  Mr. Carocci said he is.  Mr. Kasmiroski said just 

answer the question.  Mrs. Louder said she’s a resident and she’s not here complaining about anything.  She’s 

basically continuing to learn about this Landfill so they can protect their property values in Steel City.  None of you 

even live over here.  She doesn’t think you guys believe that there’s a problem and it has been minimized by this 

management team that’s there.  She’ll be very honest and will say what she needs to say.  If you are doing it wrong, 

she’ll let you know, and if you are doing it right, she’ll let you know.  Nobody lives over here and the DEP is the 

governing body, so the DEP regulates Landfills, Chapter PA25, somebody read it, the whole book is about 

Landfills.  It will tell you everything that PA asks them and tells them to do.   DEP is the regulating body.   

 

Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she’ll put her request in writing and that way it can be part of your minutes and hopefully 

the committee can also investigate.  She agrees with Maurice, it’s kind of troubling that because you are looking at 

the number of people on this meeting which is held at 1:00 p.m. when people work, it’s a judgement call whether 

it’s important to look in to it.  She said you are also running for political office, so she’ll also point that out and is 

that any reason to question her reasoning.  She’s trying to give a more streamlined way and she’s just asking the 

committee to look into that to see if there’s a way we can also record and investigate things.  People have 

complained over time and they are not followed through with.  If we want to restore some confidence between the 

landowners, it’s reasonable to look into.  She’s not asking to spend any dollars.  She’s asking to look into 

something or do something as a committee other than come on a call and listen to a report for five minutes and say I 

don’t think there’s enough people here to do anything.   
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Mr. Carocci said put your plan in writing and we’ll look at it.  The way she explained it, it didn’t make any sense.  

Mrs. Huhn said she’s not quite sure from the administration office’s perspective, what type of program you are 

looking for.  Are you looking for something automated, are you looking for something that’s a computer program 

that would do this.  She’s not just quite sure if they call DEP, what the next step would be, DEP contacting us?  She 

doesn’t think DEP is going to do that.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she wouldn’t expect them to do that either.  She’ll 

put it down in writing and is hopeful the committee can make suggestions just to have some quicker response.  

Have them call DEP and have it logged but because they don’t come out that much, there may be a better way 

where the Township and Landfill can work together and make sure we’re sending an engineer out there or Astor is 

going out also.  It sounds like there’s a disconnect between Astor and the residents that live there because of 

whatever their experiences have been in the past, so let’s try to mend that.   

 

Mr. Lawson said he’s been called, and he goes out and smells odor sometime too, so he’s not sure about the 

disconnect.  He has spoken with DEP and asked them, and agrees they are not out there enough.  He can talk to 

Amy and see if they get a call, give him a call or at least know the time.  If he does hear from DEP, it’s not until the 

next day either.  He can have that conversation and see how he can try to improve that process with them and see 

what they say.  He sent them emails before just to try to make their monthly inspections.  The more they are out 

here and inspecting us, it’s better for them, the residents, and the Township.  It keeps them accountable and as long 

as they are doing everything right, it gives them credit for doing everything right instead of assumptions that they 

are doing everything wrong.  He’s with everybody else, the more they are involved, the better.   He will reopen that 

conversation with Amy. 

 

Mrs. Louder said that would be great and the solution to this whole thing would be to make sure the Landfill is 

running properly and the standards are set and that you do everything you possibly can to keep the odors on your 

property and not everybody else’s.  Mr. Lawson said that is the goal.  Mr. Carocci said thanks for working hard to 

try and do that.  Mrs. Louder said it has improved quite a bit, a whole lot.  The sludge thing is still scary for them.   

 

Mrs. Huhn asked Ms. Opthof-Cordaro to email her letter to the Township.  Mr. Kasmiroski said it was the last 

meeting that he was on, it was also going down the path of expediting responses to odors.  The idea was brought up 

about looking into a remote sensor and that was something the committee had agreed to look into, is there any 

progress on that because what was brought out was that there was specific odors there.  You had to be able to sense 

specific chemicals and detect them in the air.  It said you guys didn’t know if there was anything like that on the 

market and we kind of said just doing a simple Google search we found dozens of products out there that could help 

target where the odors were emitting from and was anything done?  It seemed like you would investigate those 

products. 

 

Mrs. Huhn said that was brought up at the last Council meeting and a letter was sent to the PA Dept. of Health 

requesting they do a study and we are waiting to hear from them.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said she thought the letter 

that was going to the DEP and is more of a test for air quality.  She didn’t get the impression from the meeting, and 

she could be wrong, that it was a request to look into devices that would help us detect chemicals in the air in real 

time. 

 

Mrs. Louder said the test requested by Council was requested to the Dept. of Health.  DEP does not do the testing.  

It is for the air quality in the area and they compare the air quality in the area to the air quality in the Landfill and 

they note what they found in each area.  In regard to the devices everyone wants to put up, those devices have to 

meet special standards and cannot be tampered with and have to be placed in a special spot.  If the candidates who 

are interested in this all of a sudden want to read prior minutes, she suggests they should go back to 2013 all the 

way to present.  We already went around that block and there’s nothing out there suitable and acceptable by the 

DEP to do anything.  It is the Board of Health that will be doing the air quality testing and not the DEP. 

 

Mr. Carocci said let’s wait and see what the air quality test results are and if there’s something on the market that 

can be of help, the committee can look into it.   He wants to see the results first.  Mrs. Louder said you can look at 

the prior one and it wasn’t even 100% as they didn’t have the proper equipment to do what they were supposed to 

do.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said does our letter to the Dept. of Health specifically request some information on 
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devices that could help us detect that, as if it’s not in the letter to request, they aren’t going to investigate it Tom.  

Mr. Carocci said he’s not asking them to investigate it, he wants to see the results of the test first of the air quality.  

It will tell whether anything is needed or not needed and it will help us perhaps if a device is needed, to isolate 

exactly what type of device is needed and where perhaps it should be placed.  It’s just smart to wait for the results 

of the test.  He’s not saying he’s not for the device, or for the device, he’s saying get all the information before we 

make that decision.  Ms. Opthof-Cordaro said they said their quality test would be a six month lag before they 

would respond to the request, then it takes another six months to actually complete the investigation.  That’s a very 

long time to look into the future to wait for results.  You don’t want to say you don’t want to look for any real time 

odor testing device until at least a year from now. 

 

Mrs. Huhn said to Ms. Opthof-Cordaro that maybe she can get you the information Mrs. Louder is referring to.  

There is no device that will do this to the extent of the chain of command of what it is.  It’s not just something we 

can buy off the internet and test odors.  We looked at it and there was a lot of discussion back and forth and we 

cannot monitor these devices.  They have to be monitored by a professional so she thinks that information is all in 

the minutes when it was discussed and she can look for those minutes and any correspondence that pertains to it 

and get it to her.  We just can’t buy a device and hang it on a tree, like a birdhouse type of thing.   

 

Mrs. Louder said it has to be a controlled study and you just can’t give something to somebody and say put it in 

your yard.  That’s why the Board of Health comes out with their van that has so much equipment on it and they sit 

for hours and collect air samples.  She spoke to the gentleman who did the study last time and yes the results will 

take a long time, but at least they’ll have peace of mind and know what’s going on.  Mr. Carocci said he’s looking 

forward to the results.  Mrs. Louder said she appreciates Ms. Opthof-Cordaro stepping up and asking a lot of 

questions and being willing to learn about the Landfill and what’s going on.  We are talking about hundreds of 

people showing up at Council meetings and special meetings and DEP meetings.   

 

The meeting ended at 1:59 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 


