
 

 

Bethlehem Landfill Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Thursday, February 18, 2021, Via Zoom 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Location: Lower Saucon Township  

Attendance: Hanover Engineering: Scott Brown; Bethlehem Landfill: Astor Lawson, Phil Garcia & David 

Pannucci; Members:  Hazem Hijaz & Neil Ortwein; Staff Members: Leslie Huhn & Diane Palik; 

Council Liaison:  Tom Carocci.   Attendees:  Kristen Stauffer, Council Member; Donna Louder, 

Andrew Krasnansky, Joanne Haring. 
 

Mr. Brown said there was no inspection today because of the snow.  Mr. Pannucci reviewed the monthly tonnages 

for January: 

        November  December     January                                                                

MSW 13,113.94 7,924.91 14,399.82 

C&D 5,901.80 3,290.58 4,975.63 

Residual (Total) 1,411.56 986.67 1,403.96 

Asbestos 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Alternate Daily cover 0.00 0.00 1,472.93 

Sewage Sludge  744.20 (3.52%) 784.26 (6.04%) 499.15 (2.19%) 

Out of State (Total) 8,693.70 (41%) 4,907.88 (38%) 10,618.77 (47%) 

Recycle 11 (82%) 9 (89%) 9 (89%) 

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were two Form U Submittals, Stuffed Puffs on January 26th and Gemini Arts Initiative on 

February 3, 2021.  The first quarter sampling event is scheduled for February 22 – 25, 2021, weather-pending.  

Reports submitted to the Township were the Host Municipality Report (Q4 2020), Groundwater Report (Q4 2020), 

Facility Report (Q3 2020), NSPS SEM Report (Q4 2020), Title V Monitoring report (2nd half 2020), and Abatement 

Well Reports (January 2020).   

 

Mr. Brown said last time we missed the Gas Royalty Report, is there a timeframe we should get that?  Mr. Pannucci 

said they have been working on that behind the scenes on their end.  With the lawsuit, the money is being sent to an 

escrow account at the County so they are not getting a check to confirm the quantity that they need to pay the 

Township.  They actually just got some confirmation from their legal team on that, so it should be coming, but that 

was the latest.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said there was one DEP inspection on January 28, 2021 with Matt Glogowski and one Host 

Municipal Inspection with Scott Brown on February 4, 2021.  Mr. Pannucci said regarding Commercial Waste 

Vehicles, there were 2,137 total trucks, 42 overweight’s, 35 warnings and 7 suspensions. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said the LFG flare is the main GCCS.  Bethlehem Landfill continues to communicate with SCS Field 

Services with any routine or non-routine maintenance to maximize LFG production and minimize odors.  The 

January Average Flare Flow was 3,246 SCFM.  There were no flare shutdowns or malfunctions in January.  There 

is nothing new to report on the North Slope Road.  

 

Mr. Pannucci said regarding the abatement system and the leachate collection system, there is nothing new to report 

since the last meeting.  There were no radioactive loads for January.  The SE Realignment Construction Activities, 

the waste operations are in SE-1B and SE-2AB Phase I.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said the odor complaints received by Waste connections are attached.  Mr. Carocci said do we know 

on this odor complaint log, are they the same residents on Johnston Avenue or are they different residents and the 

same for Applebutter.  Mr. Pannucci said they can’t say, as they don’t put the house number, but even based on the 

distances from landfill they use, they aren’t 100% sure.  They had their odor list on the LST meeting notes at one 

meeting, and there was some confusion, so they are using DEP’s list.  Mr. Carocci said looking at the 2020 log for 

January there were 11 and for 2021 there were only 6.  He said at least there is improvement.  Mr. Pannucci said 

they are definitely making efforts and striving to improve things, and he’s glad to see it’s reflecting in the numbers 

year-to-year. 
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Ms. Donna Louder, resident, said on January 27th, that was her call, and it was pretty much horrific.  She was 

wondering what happened up there that caused that.  It looks like a lot of the dates are just a day or two apart.  It 

was really, really bad and she only calls when it’s really bad.  When she talked to the girl at DEP, she said it’s 

almost like there’s a seepage going on up there as it was really potent and it wasn’t gas, it was more leachate and 

trash.  Mr. Pannucci said did anyone from the DEP come out?  Ms. Louder said not that she’s aware of.  Mr. 

Pannucci said it looks like it was at 10:50 a.m.  During working hours, and even after working hours, you can reach 

out to them and they’ll come right over and try to identify it and trace it and correct it as opposed to the fact a day 

or two after they hear from DEP.  Anyone that typically calls, please feel free to call the landfill.  Ms. Louder said it 

has improved quite a bit as management has changed.  Mr. Pannucci said they are headed in the right direction and 

are working on it every day.  Mr. Carocci said keep working on it and let’s try and work together to solve the 

problems.  Mr. Pannucci said trust him, they don’t want to have phone calls or any impact to the neighbors, the 

more information they have is helpful on their end.   

 

Mr. Brown asked Mr. Pannucci if he could give an update on where the construction is over in 4D, the intermediate 

capping project.  Mr. Pannucci said they are close to having that completed but the weather has really been killing 

them with all construction projects.  They’ve been at a standstill.  The bottom portion was completely done.  They 

are waiting until they get a thaw and can get back into the lower portion.    

 

Mr. Brown said at last night’s DEP meeting, it was brought up about mud and debris on Applebutter Road and that 

was the first he heard it was a problem.  He doesn’t recall anything being an issue, is there something going on in 

the last couple of weeks.  Mr. Lawson said the other day when they had the thaw, Priscilla brought it up that the 

truck wash still wasn’t working, but they can’t have it working as the pipes will freeze.  With the snow thawing out, 

there was a lot of mud and they had the sweeper out.  Mr. Brown said it was more of a one-time event, it came 

across as an ongoing problem.  Mr. Lawson said he did buy some rumble strips to try to help with the mud.  When 

the truck wash thaws, they’ll have two things working with improving that.  Ms. Louder said this has happened 

quite a bit as far as the road being really dirty.   

 

Ms. Louder said regarding the secondary flows, can someone tell her what the numbers are for LMC-8.  Mr. 

Pannucci said they still are up there, 688, 443, 356 were the last three numbers.  That’s been on average lately for 

the last year.  Mr. Brown said you are thinking that some of the new cell construction gets filled, it might help with 

that situation.  Mr. Pannucci said it could as they tie everything together with the existing landfill, and could have 

some impact.  Mr. Brown said does DEP ever raise that as an issue?  Mr. Pannucci said he’s never had a 

conversation with them about it.  Ms. Louder said Lauressa used to have the concerns with it.  She used to bring it 

up all the time as it’s the secondary.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s supposed to be 10 gallons/acre per day as the trigger.  

From their standpoint, for secondary flows in their sampling analysis plan, typically if your flows are less than 10 

you don’t have to sample for leachate parameters.  When they are over the 10, the LMC-8 gets sampled as it were a 

primary source.  They have their groundwater monitoring system around the property.  There’s a lot of other checks 

and balances in place so that they are not harming the environment anywhere.   

 

Ms. Louder said regarding last night’s presentation, on the backside of the NE expansion, what does it butt up to at 

the border.  Mr. Pannucci said he’s not sure he’s going to answer this correctly, but basically the picture that was 

brought up, the parameter where they are going to be filling it is an MSE wall, so the waste mass will be butting up 

to the MSE wall.  That picture showed an MSE wall surrounding the northern portion of the landfill and get up to 

their 7.5 grade.  Ms. Louder said what is on the other side, go up the hill 725’, then down the hill 725’, what is in 

the border?  Mr. Brown said it’s going to go close to where the fence is on the northern side.  Mr. Pannucci said 

correct, there will be a lower access road so they can continue to monitor any groundwater wells, parameter probes 

or anything on the back side, as they need to be.  It’s similar to the walls they have on site currently.  Mr. Brown 

said to answer your question a little further, beyond that, it’s going to be wooden natural area.  Mr. Pannucci said 

they can’t go any further than their property boundary of the current landfill.  Ms. Louder said how close is a 

residential home to any of that expansion, anything behind there.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s no closer than it’s ever 

been to those properties on Riverside Drive.  Ms. Louder said those wells are still being inspected by the landfill?  

Mr. Pannucci said yes.  Ms. Louder said have there been any issues with that?  Do people live there yet?  Mr. 

Pannucci said there’s two residents there.  They haven’t had any issues with the well monitoring.   
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Mr. Andrew Krasnansky, resident, said he lives up from the entrance and getting back to the dirt on the road, it’s 

been an issue for a while and he doesn’t think anyone ever said a word about it.  He washed his car the other day 

and you couldn’t tell.  It’s been a couple of years this has been going on and the last Manager gave him and Sue 

Severn tickets to go down to Hellertown to run their car through the car wash.  If you go down there any time of the 

day, there’s a yellow line on that road and you won’t be able to see it.   

 

Mr. Carocci asked Mr. Brown to take pictures of some of that for our next meeting.  Mr. Brown said sure.  Mr. 

Carocci said he’ll try to drive by there also.  Ms. Louder said when her husband is on duty, he also has run into that 

issue as he had to take the car to the car wash.  They had a street sweeper before that used to go out every day and 

wash the road.  Mr. Carocci said you can’t use it when it’s freezing cold out.  Mr. Brown said they definitely have a 

street sweeper and he notes that in his report whether he sees it or not.  Mr. Lawson said they do have it in the 

budget to upgrade the truck wash, as the one they have now is dilapidated so hopefully that will help.   

 

Mrs. Palik said the next meeting is Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.  The meeting ended at 6:30 p.m. 

 






















