
 

 

 

Bethlehem Landfill Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Thursday, January 21, 2021, Via Zoom 

Time:  1:00 p.m. 

Location: Lower Saucon Township  

Attendance: Hanover Engineering: Scott Brown; Bethlehem Landfill: Astor Lawson & David Pannucci; 

Members:  Hazem Hijazi (Neil Ortwein – Absent); Staff Members: Leslie Huhn & Diane Palik; 

Council Liaison:  Tom Carocci. 
 

Mr. Pannucci reviewed the monthly tonnages for December: 
 

        October   November  December                                                       

MSW 14,398.92 13,113.94 7,924.91 

C&D 6,723.68 5,901.80 3,290.58 

Residual (Total) 1,141.02 1,411.56 986.67 

Asbestos 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Sewage Sludge  738.14 (3.21%) 744.20 (3.52%) 784.26 (6.04%) 

Out of State (Total) 9,640.55 (42%) 8,693.70 (41%) 4,907.88 (38%) 

Recycle 8 (75%) 11 (82%) 9 (89%) 

 

Mr. Carocci said the numbers are really down, is that because of the month of December or because of the 

realignment.  Mr. Pannucci said it’s more waiting on getting themselves completed and now they are currently waiting 

on the certification to be approved.  Surveys, how much space they have and things of that nature they had to go back 

on their tons in order to stay within those numbers, or stay open until the new cell opens.  Everything is submitted 

and they are waiting for DEP.  They submitted three separate certifications based on the layers of cell construction.  

The first portion was approved and he believes the Township received a copy of that, they are just waiting on the last 

two.  Mr. Brown said one came through last week.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were five Form U Submittals from December 22, 2020 to January 19, 2021.  They had Passaic 

Valley with sewage sludge, Stuffed Puffs with plant trash, Rockland Green with sewage sludge, Lynar Corp. with 

sandblast abrasives, and Pratt Industries with WWTP sludge.  Mr. Carocci said the approval date is the DEP date?  

Mr. Pannucci said yes, he pulled it off of the website.  Once they review it, then DEP will review it.    

 

Mr. Hijazi said any reason for the increase in the sewage sludge.  Mr. Pannucci said we talked about this before and 

the biggest point here is just because we are getting the approvals in place doesn’t mean it’s necessarily coming in, 

it’s more of a due diligence thing on their end if they were ever to take it.  A lot of these are, as he talked to Jennifer 

in Sales, and we’re more or less a backup facility for these sources.  We’re putting them in the system but it doesn’t 

necessarily mean we are taking them in as you can see in the numbers above.  They are trying to stay around those 

numbers.  Mr. Lawson said we are just getting it approved when it’s done before getting too far in the process just to 

have it rejected.   

 

Mr. Hijazi said when do we know how much you’re accepting.  Mr. Pannucci said the numbers above tell you what 

we’ve been taking.  Mr. Carocci said 784.26 in December.  Mr. Pannucci said you can see it’s pretty much in line 

with what we’ve been doing over the last few months.  Mr. Brown said the percentage is higher as there’s a lower 

municipal waste stream coming in.  Mr. Pannucci said correct.  For them to back their tons up, the easiest lever is to 

pull it and say go away a little bit while we kind of wait.  We can always pull them back, so that’s the easiest way for 

them to back up their tons.   

 

Mr. Hijazi said is that the market you are targeting?  Mr. Lawson said no, the customers reach out to them.   Mr. 

Pannucci said a lot of landfills are kicking them out, it’s not a desirable material, but you want to keep the numbers 

relatively down for managing it on a day-to-day basis.  With that being said, these customers need to have multiple 

outlets in place so they don’t get caught with their pants down, more or less.  Mr. Lawson said similar, if you look at 

our leachate, we send it to the Bethlehem WWTP but we also send some over to Allentown which is a backup. 
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Ms. Donna Louder, resident, said what is your level of acceptance for the sludge that you stop at on a monthly basis 

or do you just stop whatever comes in.  Mr. Pannucci said there’s nothing in their permits that give them a limit, but 

it’s based on their operations and how much they can handle, and what makes sense from an operational standpoint.    

Ms. Louder said what is the number on an operational standpoint standard.  Mr. Pannucci said there’s really not a 

hard number.  Ms. Louder said is that something we can look into to get a number, there should be a limit.  Mr. 

Pannucci said we don’t put those limits in place; we are just working within their guidelines.   

 

Mr. Carocci said right, the permit doesn’t require a limit.  It looks like it’s in the 700’s, a 3.5% range when you have 

normal tonnage.  Ms. Louder said her focus would be that Bethlehem Landfill set a limit because of the parameter 

that this is the closest landfill to houses.  If Bethlehem Landfill would step up to the plate and say the bottom line is 

because of our area and where we are located, we are saying, we are only taking 50,000 tons or whatever, she’s just 

picking a number out of the sky.  Is that something Bethlehem Landfill would do?  Mr. Lawson said yes, if it made 

sense, he’s not opposed to it.  Ms. Louder said Tom, do you got that?  Mr. Carocci said he got that.  Ms. Louder said 

this is something that does affect odor.  Mr. Pannucci said that’s fair and that’s why they are conscious of it as to how 

much they are taking in.  Ms. Louder said regarding the Host Agreement, if you start to expand in that 92 acres, that’s 

no longer on the same permit, so another Host Agreement should be worked on and maybe that’s something that can 

be put in.  You are close to homes.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said annual groundwater analysis, the first quarter sampling event is scheduled for February 22 – 25, 

2021.  They had three correspondence/reports for January, which were the overweight report, the abatement well 

reports, and the collection efficiency report.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said there were two DEP inspections on December 18, 2020 with Amy Faulch and Jeremy.  On 

December 29, 2020 Matt Glogowski was at the landfill.  There were two Host Municipal Inspections on January 7 

and 21, 2021 with Scott Brown.  For commercial waste vehicles, there were 1,440 in December with 14 overweight, 

13 warnings and one suspension.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said the LFG flare is the main GCCS.  Bethlehem Landfill continues to communicate with SCS Field 

Services with any routine or non-routine maintenance to maximize LFG production and minimize odors.  The 

December average flare flow was 3,310 SCFM.  They had one shutdown, which happened between 12/24/20 and 

12/25/20 and was only 10 minutes.   

 

Ms. Louder said she doesn’t know where you stand with the litigation stuff, but when will there be another 

construction of another flare or hook up with this company that’s coming in.  It’s getting bigger and bigger and you 

are still counting on one flare, that scares her.  When she was on the committee, she used to talk to Vito about it all 

the time, and he did make the comment that this flare will not handle much of an expansion so she’s questioning it.   

 

Mr. Pannucci said they actually have approval in place with DEP to put another one in.  It’s just a matter of when it 

makes sense.  They talked about this before and it doesn’t make sense to put a flare in and let it sit there and not be 

used, as what they have handles 4,000 SCFM at a certain methane concentration, so right now they are under that by 

a good amount.  It’s a balancing act of when to put one in.  They are hopefully getting to the end of the BRE litigation 

and he’ll leave it at that.  There’s light at the end of the tunnel and when that’s all squared away, they can cut loose 

Aria who has all their approvals with the Township and DEP in place and they can start construction.  It’s about a 

year from when the shovel hits the ground to basically up and running.   

 

Ms. Louder said her concern right now is a backup until everything is in place.  Mr. Pannucci said if anything went 

down, it would be the blower and they have a spare on site if ever there was a problem and they would be back up 

and running.  Right now that’s their contingency.   

 

Ms. Louder said who is your flare guy over there.  Mr. Pannucci said right now Cody White, he’s the onsite guy and 

we have multiple subs or third party contractors depending on what the problem is.  Ms. Louder said he’s doing a 

great juggling act.  Mr. Carocci said it’s only been down ten minutes for the whole month of December.  He asked 
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Mr. Brown if it was a concern of his.  It would be better to have the second one, but he didn’t see anything in Mr. 

Brown’s letter besides the flow.  Ms. Louder said she read HEA’s report and didn’t see anything regarding the flare. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said the North Slope Road and the swale have not needed repairs.  The abatement system continues to 

operate and discharge to the Bethlehem WWTP.  Intermittent malfunctions of the well pump and controls are repaired 

or replaced as needed.  AB-1R flowmeter was replaced. 

 

Mr. Pannucci said the leachate collection, flow rates continue to be monitored and reported.  Intermittent malfunctions 

of the well pumps and controls are repaired or replaced as needed.  LMC-10 flower meters and the PLC panel were 

updated.  There were two radioactive loads for December (I-131[2]).  These waste streams met level 1 requirements 

and were disposed of onsite.  The SE realignment construction activities and waste activities are in SE-1B.  The odor 

complaints are attached. 

 

Mr. Brown said he did conduct an inspection today.  There were no odors along Applebutter Road or throughout 

Steel City.  There was some active litter picking going along the eastern side of the landfill.  Phil told him they were 

possibly starting the last part of the temporary cap up in the area where the ballooning occurred.  Mr. Pannucci said 

about 50% of it is totally complete, which is the lower portion by the road. The upper portion is delayed caused by 

some weather conditions and COVID.  Their general contractor will prep the upper portion tomorrow and then the 

liner crew is planning on starting the upper portion on Monday so that should be completed in the next couple of 

weeks. 

 

Mr. Brown said regarding the flare, the temperatures seemed good, the flow rates were well within the range of 3,200 

normal, plus or minus.  There was no stormwater damage on the site as we didn’t have any big rain events since last 

inspection.  The waste tonnages are heading back to normal and the new cell should get certifications soon.  By their 

next meeting, they should see some difference.   There’s a lot of construction activities going on right now which is 

a good thing.   

 

Mr. Carocci said this will be put on the website.  Mrs. Huhn said yes.  Mr. Carocci said are the Hanover letters put 

on the website?  Mrs. Huhn said yes the inspection reports are all put on the website.   

 

Ms. Louder asked who is filling in for Lauressa?   Mr. Carocci said right now we have not hired anyone, but it’s 

something for Council to discuss.  They are being reviewed by the DEP.  Mrs. Huhn said she and Scott are taking a 

look at them and he feels comfortable as most of them are pretty routine and regular and we’ve had them before.  If 

he sees anything that is different, he points it out to her and they talk about it.  We looked back and we only received 

maybe five since Lauressa retired.  Ms. Louder said are the Form U’s available on the Township website.  Mrs. Huhn 

said those we don’t post on the website as some of them can be up to 300 pages of technical information.  Mr. Carocci 

said can they be accessed on the DEP website.  Mrs. Huhn said she didn’t know but she will check, as they might be 

on the DEP’s website.  Mr. Carocci said if they are on the DEP website, maybe we can put a link for the Form U’s.  

Ms. Louder said maybe Scott can just put a comment behind each Form U on how he feels about it, his professional 

opinion.  She’d like to see it as she always checked to see what Lauressa had to say.  Mr. Hijazi said the stuff that 

Lauressa was doing was redundant.  That information goes to the DEP and they review it and if there’s anything that 

is alarming, they are the entity that’s supposed to reject it or approve it.  Whether Scott comments on it or not is 

irrelevant.  Mr. Carocci said if Scott would see something in the Form U’s that he was concerned about, then he 

would bring it to Leslie’s attention and then she would bring it to this committee’s attention.  If we have to go out 

and get somebody to look at it further, we could do it at that time.  If it’s a routine matter, and the DEP has looked at 

it and Scott thinks its routine, he’s not sure we have to comment.  If Scott doesn’t think its routine, and DEP approved 

it, then he would hope Scott would bring that to our attention and we could get some more information.  Mr. Lawson 

said if it got that far and you guys were uncomfortable with it, feel free to reach out to them and if we can’t find a 

middle ground, we just won’t take the waste.   Mrs. Huhn said if that happened, we can reach out to Astor and DEP.  

Ms. Louder said she feels comfortable with that.  Mr. Brown said he thought about that too and since he hasn’t been 

involved in several years if he sees something that isn’t routine, he’d contact Astor to see if similar waste had been 

approved in the past by DEP.  Ms. Louder said she would trust that Astor would just refuse something he wasn’t 

comfortable with.  Mr. Lawson said he definitely would. 
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Ms. Louder said she saw a lot of complaints came from Johnston Avenue and they live on Easton Road.  How does 

that work.   Mr. Lawson said he doesn’t know, they took pictures, it’s like a cow pasture over there as he was also 

curious about how one person called from one location to another location.   Ms. Louder said she only calls when 

there is an issue. 

 

The date of the next meeting will be Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.   The meeting ended at 1:35 p.m.          




























