
 

Environmental Advisory                                Lower Saucon Township                                   September 13, 2011  

Council                                                                          Minutes                                                                 7:00 PM 

 

 

I. OPENING 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The Environmental Advisory Council meeting of Lower Saucon Township was 

called to order on Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, PA, 

with Sandra Yerger, Chairman, presiding.   

   

 ROLL CALL:   
 Members:  Chair, Sandra Yerger; Vice Chair, Tom Maxfield; Ted Beardsley, Allan Johnson, Tom 

McCormick and Laura Ray.  Absent: Colin Guerra 

 Associate Members:  Dru Germanoski & Glenn Kaye  

 Planner:  Karen Mallo – Boucher & James – Absent 

 Hellertown Liaison:  Terry Boos - Absent 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

II. OPEN SPACE SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

A. PROPERTY UPDATES 

 

1. HELLERTOWN BOROUGH AUTHORITY PROPERTY MEETING HELD ON 

AUGUST 10, 2011 

 

Mr. Beardsley said the Hellertown Borough Authority is not particularly interested in 

having conservation easements on their property, but they would like us to help them get 

conservation easements on adjoining properties to what they already own.  It may be not a 

bad thing.  They think their properties are well protected.   

 

Mrs. Yerger said when they said have us help them, what does that mean?  Doing a mailing 

to the landowners?  Did they specify anything? 

 

Mr. Beardsley said they would encourage us to buy conservation easements on those 

properties.  Mrs. Yerger said her point is she doesn’t think any of those property owners 

have come forward and expressed interest, so they didn’t go as far as they want us to do 

outreach for them?  Mr. Beardsley said no. 

 

Mr. McCormick said Hellertown Borough Authority was disappointed in what a small 

percentage of watershed they own. They wished they owned more.  Their idea was more 

like “we’re good, we don’t have to conserve any.  If you have a nickel, spend the nickel on 

ones that aren’t conserved”.  He thinks they would collaborate on outreach if we wanted to 

do that.  Mrs. Yerger said is it something we want to consider?  Mr. McCormick said 

maybe, because it’s another argument favor.  The problem they have is they don’t really 

know the land as well as we do.  They are nice people.  They want to conserve.  

Remember, we didn’t want to talk money and we didn’t.  The only point they had was they 

have to balance fiscal management and stewardship and they think they have the 

stewardship thing nailed down.  They don’t think we should waste money on their land.   

 

Mrs. Yerger said you may want to make a recommendation, for our reference, whether we 

would like our Zoning Officer run a map of at least the adjacent properties to the Water 

Authority so we have the immediately abutting properties and we see acreage.  Mr. 

McCormick said yes, just highlight any acreage of 10 acres plus that adjoins authority land.  

Mr. Beardsley said for a start.  Mrs. Yerger said it gives us a better handle as it’s all 

chopped up into acre lots, and if they are significant or more than one significant property 
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up there, it may be something we want to be proactive about.  Mr. Maxfield said why don’t 

we ask him to highlight the watershed area and in a different color highlight those 

properties.  Mr. McCormick said it’s three things.  It’s the watershed, it’s what in the 

watershed they own, and then it’s what they don’t own that’s bigger than 10 acres.   

 

MOTION BY: Mr. McCormick moved to direct Chris Garges, Zoning Officer to do mapping of the areas of 

the watershed that are owned by the Hellertown Water Authority.  Highlight the watershed 

area; highlight the property the watershed owns; and then highlight the any acreage of 10 acres 

plus that adjoins authority land and copy it to the Authority. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 

 

Mr. Beardsley said we may want to have another meeting with them and sit down so they know 

we’re still interested in it.  Mr. Johnson said they had some information about the water table 

and aquifers that are on their properties.  Mr. Beardsley said we should ask them to share that 

information with us. 

 

2. MARSON PROPERTY – 2383 WASSEGASS ROAD, HELLERTOWN 

 

Mr. Beardsley said today he talked to Mr. Marson and Laura Baird.  Terry Clemons has not 

been in touch with Mr. Marson yet.  Laura Baird seemed to think he doesn’t fully 

understand what we want him to do.  He would be happy to call him.  Mr. McCormick said 

as a reminder from last meeting, we sent him instructions.  This is about it’s only you, it 

could be three, but only if we do this, consider them as a whole, etc.  We wrote that up.  He 

wonders if Terry really hasn’t had an opportunity to look at that.  Mrs. Yerger said we 

approved for this to go to Terry Clemons.  It went to Terry Clemons and he sent back a 

written opinion, a scenario.  Mr. Beardsley said that happened before Mr. McCormick 

wrote up an email at the August 12, 2011 meeting starting out with “Dear Sandy, as per our 

discussion this evening, would you mind passing along the following email to Terry 

Clemons”.  Mr. McCormick said he absolutely has no doubt that Terry would understand 

that email.  Mrs. Yerger said she will resend it to Terry Clemons.  Mr. Beardsley said if he 

has questions, please tell him to get in touch with the Open Space Sub-Committee.  We are 

asking Terry Clemons to have at least a telephone conversation with Mr. Marson, if not, a 

person-to-person, and Mr. Marson would rather have a person-to-person.  Mrs. Yerger said 

she will follow up with this.  Terry Clemons will probably respond to us by email.   

 

3. WHITETAIL BOWMAN CLUB CHANGES TO SURVEY 

 

Mr. Beardsley said this was a follow-up on whatever the survey was and what is the status?  

Mrs. Yerger said we are waiting for Hanover to update the survey.  Mr. Beardsley said 

Laura Baird asked about this also. 

 

4. BENNER/WHITMORE PROPERTY INSPECTION REPORT 

 

Mr. Beardsley said they went to see this property over the weekend.  Mr. McCormick said 

Benner/Whitmore is 76 acres, and very nice land.  He spoke to Attorney Benner today who 

is the landowner.  Mr. Benner called him knowing we had seen the property a week and a 

half ago and wanted to follow up on the status.  Mr. McCormick explained to him that it’s 

a timely call and we were going to discuss it tonight as the Open Space Sub-Committee 

and then as an EAC.  Mr. Benner indicated strongly that he is open to conserving the 76 

acre property with two points.  One, he’d anticipate having a building envelope of 

approximately 6 acres, which would allow him to build one single family home.  Likely, 

70 acres of the 76 acres would be available for a conservation easement.  On that, he 

understands it would be a true conservation easement and would not be subject to 
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development moving forward.  He’s even open to the concept of public access if that 

somehow would be open to any of our funding partners.  He is anxious to understand what 

price we would pay for it.  Mr. McCormick told him it’s too early in the process to discuss 

that, and that will be driven largely by an appraisal.  His guess is that Council would not 

want to appraise it without some kind of indication from Mr. Benner that he is really 

interested in the conservation easement and he said he absolutely is interested in the 

conservation easement, not on the six acres building envelope nor the adjacent 10-1/2 acre 

lot which he also owns, but on the main 76 acres.   

 

Mr. McCormick said they scored it using their standard criteria and it scored well at a 22, 

which is the second highest score they’ve seen recently.  That’s a very strong score.  It’s 76 

acres and a pretty diverse 76 acres.  It has some high points that have some absolutely 

beautiful views over the ridge to the south.  It’s got a very diverse mix of environment.  It 

has some small fields where brush has been cleared over the years.  It’s got some very 

dense sort of low level shrubs, where it had been cleared not that long ago, but nature has 

taken that back.  Then elsewhere on the property, it has real hardwood forest.  It’s young as 

that had been cleared as it was a working farm at some point.  Much of it has been let go so 

long that there’s a bunch of tulip poplars, very tall, really pretty.  It’s very pretty piece of 

land.  There’s a lot of steep slopes and a gorge where it’s very steep.  At the bottom of the 

gorge, is an active stream.  It’s always active and there’s even a pond on the border which 

may be shared with some of the adjacent land.  There are tons of deer and tons of wildlife.  

It’s really, really attractive, so when they scored it, it’s got prime agricultural land, soils, 

according to the official Township map.  It’s got steep slopes according to the Township 

map.  It’s got carbonate geology according to the Township map.  A lot of the stuff that is 

objective, does it have it, yes or no, it has yeses.  Some of the subjective assessments about 

scenic vistas, it’s just very strong.  It has seeps, it’s got water, it’s got all that.  It’s big for 

our Township.  It’s adjacent to some active ag land to the north, about 80 acres, most of 

which is under corn right now.  There’s some sort of greenway connection.  It’s really nice 

land.  From a natural resource perspective, he thinks unanimously, they would recommend 

this is the type of land you would like to preserve and given Mr. Benner’s claimed interest 

in actually preserving it, he would do it.  It isn’t a bargain sale opportunity.  It is a sale for 

appraised value opportunity.  We should pursue it and get it appraised.  They did the site 

visit on September 3, 2011 and today, September 13, 2011 they talked to the land owner.  

It’s owned by some type of partnership, so that’s what the Whitmore part is.  They own it 

free and clear, no bank mortgage.  If they’d like to do it, they are able to.  Mr. Maxfield 

said Whitmore is a business partner.  Mr. Benner does not know which six acres would be 

the building envelope, but he would have to let the appraiser know approximately where 

the six acres are.  

 

MOTION BY: Mr. McCormick moved to recommend to Council, on behalf of the Open Space Sub-

Committee, that the Whitmore/Benner property, located along Easton Road between Lower 

Saucon Road and Countryside Lane, Parcel I.D. P8-6-9A-0719, be appraised. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Beardsley 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. FREE STEWARDSHIP ASSESSMENTS ON OPEN SPACE PROPERTIES 

 

Mrs. Yerger said she was contacted by our former Planner, Rick Trailes, who works with Natural 

Lands Trust (NLT).  He said Natural Lands Trust is involved with a program.  This is free to the 

municipality.  They will come to the municipality.  They will assess a property.  They will do an 

environmental assessment of the property and then propose any kind of remediation if it’s needed 

like removal of invasives, and also pursue what would be the best recreational use possible for the 



Environmental Advisory Council 

September 13, 2011  

 

Page 4 of 7 

property, trails, whatever.  Since it’s free, it seemed like not a bad thing to do.  NLT is very good 

for stewardship plans like that.  The only other caveat would be what property?  She has apprised 

Mr. Cahalan of this opportunity and told him she would like to bring it to the EAC to get some 

input on what property you think it might be appropriate for.  She thought that the Dravecz 

property might be the one as it has potential trails, utilizing it for passive recreation, and the upside 

is it’s Township owned so that if we want to implement some of these recommendations, she 

would think it would be easier than trying to work with something we just have easements on 

through another property owner since we are the property owner.  Mr. McCormick said it appears 

that it has to be Township owned.  Mrs. Yerger said the two properties would be Polk Valley Park 

or the Dravecz property, and since Polk Valley Park has a substantial amount of active recreation, 

to her, it’s pretty much planned out already.  Mr. Maxfield said this is the only property we own 

that has habitat on it that we don’t have to create.  Mr. McCormick said since it works for any 

Northampton and Lehigh municipal landowner, we should make sure the Hellertown Borough 

Authority is aware of this as well.  If they own big pieces in their watershed, they could do it as 

well.  Mr. Maxfield said he has a Joint Planning Commission meeting with Hellertown this 

Thursday and he can forward it to them.  If it came to another government planning agency to the 

Authority, it would be better that way.  The EAC agreed with Mrs. Yerger to have the NLT 

consider the Dravecz property. 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to forward the “Stewardship Assessments for Municipalities” from 

Natural Lands Trust at the Joint Planning Commission meeting on Thursday, September 15, 

2011 to the Hellertown Water Authority for consideration. 

SECOND BY: Mrs. Yerger 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. McCormick moved to recommend to Council that we request that Natural Lands Trust 

consider the Dravecz property for consideration under their “Stewardship Assessment for 

Municipalities”. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Johnson 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 

 

 Mrs. Yerger said she will take it to Council on Wednesday, September 21, 2011, so we can 

move forward with this.  

 

IV. DEVELOPER ITEMS – None  

 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AUGUST 9, 2011 MINUTES 

 

Corrections: 

 Page 1, line 3, take out the last word “Council” at the end of the line. 

 Page 1, line 8, change “Tom” to “Ted Beardsley” 

 Page 1, line 33, take out “other than to insure it” 

 Page 2, line 12, should read “if they wanted to sell to a developer” 

 Page 4, line 4, second word should be “stay” 

 Page 4, line 49, the word “comfortable” should be “comparable” 

 Page 8, line 26, it should read “and we did it on” 

 Page 8, line 27, “pact” should be “PAC” 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. McCormick moved for approval of the August 9, 2011 minutes, with corrections. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 
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VI. OLD/MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS   

 

A. OPEN SPACE BROCHURE FOR OPEN SPACE EIT REFERENDUM – Mr. Maxfield said 

they will be working on this shortly.  Mr. McCormick said he will gladly help with the brochure.  

Somebody that he met at one of the Northampton County working group meetings is aware that we 

are going through this process and would be available to help.  He said from time to time he’s 

involved in the Saucon Valley Watershed Association and is in a lot of the sportsman’s clubs 

around here.  He left Mr. McCormick a voicemail saying he has a lot of experience with the EIT.  

If and when we move forward with this process, he will be sure to bring this gentleman to Mr. 

Maxfield. 

 

VII. UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. AERC E-CYCLING EVENT – SEPTEMBER 24, 2011 

 

Mrs. Yerger said the event is on Saturday, September 24, 2011 from 9 AM to noon.  Ted 

Beardsley, Allan Johnson, and Laura Ray will be able to help at this event. 

 

B. SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP EAC ANNUAL TIRE RECYLCING EVENT – OCTOBER 1, 

2011 

 

Mrs. Yerger said Springfield is having their annual tire recycling event if you know anyone who 

needs to get rid of tires. 

 

C. EAC ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEAN-UP – OCTOBER 22, 2011 

 

Mrs. Yerger said we have one more meeting before the EAC road clean-up.  We will need 

volunteers for this. 

 

D. UPPER SAUCON TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DAY – 

OCTOBER 22, 2011 

 

Mrs. Yerger said if you find something between September and October that you need to recycle, 

Upper Saucon is having their electronics recycling on October 22, 2011.  There is a cost involved 

for this one also.  Mr. Johnson said the Household Hazardous Waste is coming up on October 8, 

2011.  Mr. Maxfield said we need to publicize our recycling event more as some person on Easton 

Road was caught burning a computer. 

 

VIII. TERRY BOOS – HELLERTOWN REPRESENTATIVE – REPORT – Absent 

 

IX. NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Mr. Johnson said at their last EAC meeting, he suggested that the Township look into buying the 

Makos-Lenner property on Martin’s Lane.  The EAC told him to contact Mr. Lenner, and he did.  

He talked to the lawyer, Mr. Duh, and to their Real Estate Agent, Trish Huston, who works for 

Coldwell Banker.  They had a good conversation and they said they’d look into talking to the 

Township about it.  They also told him that they heard that the Township did not have any money 

to buy the Lenner property or any other property.  Mrs. Yerger said that’s not true.  Mr. Johnson 

said he corrected them and told them that the Township had open space funds, so that’s where it 

stands.  He’s waiting for the Makos-Lenner people to contact the Township.   

 

 Mr. Maxfield said there is that property you may be aware of that is reduced in price on 

Countryside Lane.  He thinks that he would like to propose that we make a recommendation to 

Council to have staff pursue finding out what the actual status of that property is and the cost, to 
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see if that would be something potential for the EAC Open Space Sub-Committee to investigate.  

That’s a nice chunk of land, it’s about 80 acres and abuts up to the Benner/Whitmore property that 

we were talking about earlier so that could be a nice chunk of green space.  He would make it a 

motion that we recommend it to Council.  Mr. Germanoski said it’s called the “Chuck” property.  

He doesn’t know what the reduced asking price is.  Mr. McCormick said he heard it’s just under 

$10,000.00 per acre.  They are not actively marketing it, but it is for sale.   

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved that the EAC recommends to Council that the staff gather other 

information on the “Chuck” property on Countryside Lane, which adjoins the 

Benner/Whitmore property. 

SECOND BY: Mr. McCormick 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 

 

 Mr. McCormick said he’s working with the County Open Space Advisory Board and working with 

others to seek approval in the budget for Northampton County for funding of not only, preservation 

of agricultural space, which there’s been some funding and action in recent years, but also to 

include funding for municipal parks and preservation of natural lands that aren’t necessarily 

agricultural.  County Council is somewhat split on whether or not to do this.  As many people 

know, some years ago there was a mill property tax increase that was contemplated that it would be 

used for opens space conservation, but the legal action for that property tax actually gave discretion 

to Council and that money can end up being used for general purposes.  It’s not necessarily 

earmarked, so it is Council’s choice each budget season whether to allocate some or no money 

towards ag land, natural space and municipal parks.  The month of October, they are considering it 

and for the first time in a long time, there seems to be some momentum behind allocating money 

towards conservation.  $3.7 million is the recommendation of Council Executive, Mr. Stoffa, about 

$2 million would be for ag land, $1.2 million would be for natural areas, and about $500,000.00 

would be for municipal parks.  It could go either way.  Some Council members are adamantly 

opposed and some are strongly in favor, but several are willing to consider to include it in the 

budget in a binding fashion, at least for next year, but only if they see community demand.  To the 

extent that any of us, he’s been going to Council meetings and getting up and briefly speaking in 

favor of allocating money towards conservation, open space parks, and ag land. There are Council 

members who are looking for signs that the community is in favor of this.  If you individually can 

go and speak towards that at any one of the Northampton County meetings, it’s very easy.  You 

park for free at the Courthouse, you go in, and they do the public things first so you can get out of 

there very quickly.  It’s very low key.  If you could do it individually, that would be fantastic.  If 

you are involved in other groups, like the Saucon Creek Watershed Association, the Saucon Valley 

Conservancy, the parks, the schools, the Cub Scouts, or anything, if you could just share that and 

get people to do that.  It really seems we might have an opportunity, which would be great as when 

we are trying to stretch our dollars for buying the Acme property next year, if we can come up with 

only 50%, wouldn’t it be nice to know that the County could help us.  As you all know, for years 

around here, we’ve always been saying the County won’t do it, but for the most part, it seems like 

the County is hard to work with as they don’t have a lot of dollars.  It would be nice if people could 

do that as a representative of any group.  There’s sort of a working group and people represent 

different areas, so he volunteered to represent Lower Saucon on an unofficial capacity.  He would 

solicit friends, neighbors, colleagues, to write emails to County Council in support of this. He’s 

probably going to send something to each one of  you which will basically say if you agree, please 

shoot a very quick email making the following points, address it to Council, send it to the Clerk, 

Mr. Flisser at this address and please do that.  It would be really, really nice if we could get $1 

million or $2 million out of the County this year and then some from years from now, that would 

be great.  It’s not fair as 65% of people passed a mill rate increase for the purposes of open space 

preservation and then ever since, much or most of that money has been gobbled up for general 

purposes.  They are trying to fix it and it’s really up to County Council.  They get to do whatever 

they’d like and the only way to push them if they think people care about this.  There’s a meeting 

this Thursday, September 15, 2011 and then every other Thursday.  It’s never on the agenda.  
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Every single meeting starts with courtesy of the floor, where the Council invites anyone to get up.  

When you walk into the meeting, there’s a clipboard and usually two or three people there, 

speaking about different subjects.  He knows we’ll never get Council to pass a resolution that we 

do this in an official capacity.  He can walk in and say his name is Tom McCormick, he lives in 

Lower Saucon Township, and he happens to be on the Lower Saucon Township EAC.  That’s a 

fact.  He’s not speaking on their behalf, he’s speaking personally.  You can all do that as well 

without Linc Treadwell telling you that you can’t.  You go individually and in your own personal 

capacity, you can do that.  They’d rather hear why you care about it.  If you’re a fisherman and you 

care about water quality and you’d like to preserve the land, we have a short term opportunity to 

make a difference.  Mr. Stoffa is trying so we’ll see.  They said email tends to be the best way to 

write to them as people read email more.  He’s going to get a form letter out to all of the EAC.  If 

you are involved in Cub Scouts, school, the more the better.  They have Council members saying 

you have their vote if you can demonstrate people care, and if you can’t, don’t talk to me.  Mr. 

Johnson said if we could get the EIT tax passed, that would help out a lot.  Mrs. Yerger said that’s 

going to be a big push.  Mr. McCormick said that’s too late for this.  That’s one of the things they 

keep saying is if the people in the Township that have the EIT’s were vocal on this, that would 

matter.  That’s why they sort of latched onto Lower Saucon.  The idea is if the County would put a 

dollar in, that could be matched with Township funds, State funds, private alliance conservancy 

funds and you can sort of leverage things.  Mrs. Yerger said that’s what they did with the Whitetail 

Bowman’s Club.  It’s still pending from the last money they put in and it’s been kicked around.  

They did earmark it and it’s been approved, and she’d like to get it wrapped up. 

 

 Mrs. Yerger said there are two brochures from Penn State Extension if anyone would like to look at 

them. 

 

X. PUBLIC COMMENT – No public comment 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY: Ms. Laura Ray moved for adjournment.  The time was 7:51 PM. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Mr. Guerra – Absent) 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Sandra Yerger, Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

Next EAC Meeting:  Tuesday, October 11, 2011 


