
 

Environmental Advisory                                Lower Saucon Township                                               July 8, 2014 

Council                                                                          Minutes                                                                   7:00 PM 
 

 

I. OPENING 

A. CALL TO ORDER:  The Environmental Advisory Council meeting of Lower Saucon Township 

was called to order on Tuesday, July 8, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, 

Bethlehem, PA, with Sandra Yerger, Chairman, presiding.   

B. ROLL CALL:   
 Members:  Sandra Yerger, Chairman; Tom Maxfield, Vice-Chairman; Laura Ray; Dru 

Germanoski; Allan Johnson; Ted Beardsley.  Absent: Hazem Hijazi.   Associate Members:  Sarah 

Stanlick and Thomas Carocci.  Absent:  Michael Boyle and Glenn Kaye.  Hellertown Liaison:  

Terry Boos. 

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

D. ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF APPLICABLE)  

Mrs. Yerger said the EAC will go into Executive Session at 7:30 p.m. for Property No. 2014-2. 
 

II. OPEN SPACE SUB-COMMITTEE 

 A. PROPERTY UPDATES 

1. Mr. Beardsley said he and Rich Marson supposedly now have the same documents.  He has to 

reschedule a meeting with him to identify questions and Terry Clemons will answer the 

questions. 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

A. NATIVE PLANT GARDEN VISIT WITH ELY BROWN, STAR SCOUT, FRESHMAN AT 

SAUCON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 

Ely Brown, Star Scout was present.  He said so far they’ve done six to eight garbage bags full of 

weeds. They’ve identified 31 plants which are there, 14 they are not sure of, and 7 they have 

confirmed are not there.  They cleaned out the pond and they need seven to eight cubic yards of 

wood chips for a 3” layer around everything.  They still need the chips, so when they are available, 

they will spread them out.  They will come monthly to weed and check up on the plants. They put 

an application of anti-mosquito treatment in the pond.  

 

The EAC walked over to the Native Plant Garden at Town Hall for a tour and Ely explained what 

they were doing in the garden.  There was a big pile of mulch in the garden which actually turned 

into soil and Ely asked what to do with it?  Mrs. Yerger told him to spread it around in that part of 

the garden and then eventually maybe some plants could be planted there.  She also identified some 

weeds and flower plants for Ely.  She showed him what stilt grass and thistle was and said that 

could be pulled out.  Ely asked when he should report back to the EAC.  Mrs. Yerger said they will 

walk over to the garden at their August meeting and then in September Ely could come back to the 

meeting and tell them of the progress of the garden.  Mr. Maxfield said we need to do a list of 

maintenance for the winter time.  The solar pump needs to be put away, things like that.  Ms. Palik 

said she always gets Public Works to put that in the Blair House before winter comes.  Mrs. Yerger 

said some of the bigger trees have to be pruned as they are not letting the sunshine in for a lot of 

the plants.  This can be done in the fall and she or Mr. Maxfield will speak to Mr. Cahalan about 

having Roger’s crew do this. 

 

MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved that the EAC recommends to Council that a resolution be prepared for Boy 

Scout Troop 416 thanking them for their hard work and a job well done for the Township in the 

Native Plant Garden at Town Hall. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Germanoski 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Absent – Hazem Hijazi) 
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B. MAP OF POTENTIAL CONNECTIVITY – EAC WORKING COPY 

Mrs. Yerger said several meeting ago we requested that a map be made of preserved open space, 

park land, high priority areas for preservation as per the County, as per our NAI.  This is the draft; 

you’ll see some typos on it.  It was done by Wildlands and why it was done by Wildlands, she 

doesn’t know.  There’s some confusion.  They have some things listed as park land that is not park 

land.  She would think it would need some clarification.  Part of this request was to create 

connectivity and greenways, that kind of thing.  We’re going to need a new map instead of the one 

presented to us this evening.  This should again go on the agenda for August. 

 

C. DISCUSSION ON GUIDE FOR RESIDENTS ON LOCAL FAUNA 

Mr. Maxfield said he would like to do a guide for local fauna for the public.  The idea was 

generated by an email where someone was all worried about a snake that crawled out of the weeds.  

If people are going to run into fauna, we should let them know which is dangerous and which is 

safe.  He’d like to propose we move ahead with this.  He did some research on snakes, and there 

have been three instances of Copperheads in Northampton County in the last five years, so there’s 

probably some around here.  There’s confusion with species.  The Northern Water Snake, which 

there are tons in the Saucon Creek are big snakes and can be aggressive if you bother them, but 

they are non-aggressive and they have a pattern on them like a Copperhead, but the colors are 

nowhere near the same, nor the head.  They are not poisonous.  He’s found a snake in this area, a 

worm snake, which is listed as not supposed to be in this area.   You can look on the internet for 

this information, but not everybody in our Township has the internet.  He passed it by Township 

Council and they said they’d like an installment form where it could be put on the website or in the 

newsletter.  We could break it down into sections.  Mrs. Yerger said check into the PA Game 

Commission as they have an awful lot of educational information geared to PA.  They do an 

incredible job.  She uses their literature when she does her bat presentations.  He’d like to make it 

more specific for the newsletter for LST.  If we’ve had one or two instances of Copperheads, we 

should know where and how often.  Ms. Stanlick said she likes to do research and she will help Mr. 

Maxfield.  Mrs. Yerger said put it on the agenda next month and we’ll talk about it again and see 

what Ms. Stanlick and Mr. Maxfield have come up with. 

 

IV. DEVELOPER ITEMS – None 

 

V. UPDATES/REPORTS 

A. UPDATE ON NATIVE PLANT SALE ON SUNDY, JUNE 22, 2014 
Mrs. Yerger said the native plant sale was a success. 

 

B. COMMUNITY DAY – AUGUST 16, 2014 FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 
Mrs. Yerger said that Community Day is August 16

th
 and they will put some informational 

brochures from the EAC in with the Saucon Creek Watershed Association tent like they did last 

year. 

 

II. OPEN SPACE SUB-COMMITTEE (Continued) 

 A. PROPERTY UPDATES 

2. UPDATE ON PROPERTY NO. 2014-2 

Mrs. Yerger said there was an email sent by Laura Baird, our Open Space Consultant, with 

regard to a map.  She said two parcels constitute Property No. 2014-2 and a slightly revised 

application.  The original parcel is the back parcel and they purchased additional acreage in 

the front and have reconfigured the conservation area.  The lines going to the left is the 

conservation area proposed and the lines going to the right would be the conservation area 

as designated.  The property owners wanted to hold out some road frontage for a few lots.  

They are beginning the subdivision process to bring it to the Township, but that is not final 

yet.  Their engineer is still working on that.  On the map, you will see a tiny white dot, 

which is a second home that came with the additional parcel they purchased and will be 
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subdivided and sold as well.  The EAC recessed to go into Executive Session at 7:46 p.m.  

The EAC reconvened at 8:26 p.m. 

 

MOTION BY: Tom Maxfield moved that the EAC recommends to Council that based on the fact that the EAC 

has reviewed the new application for Property No. 2014-2, they recommend it for appraisal and 

they think it’s ready for appraisal based on the map provided by Heritage Conservancy 

detailing the information.  They would also like to recommend that Council do a resolution for 

inclusion in the Act 43 with Williams Township Ag Security Zone.   

SECOND BY: Ted Beardsley 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Absent – Hazem Hijazi) 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF JUNE 10, 2014 MINUTES 

Mr. Johnson said page 1, line 4, Tom Maxfield was presiding.  Page 2, line 17, change Mr. Yerger 

to Mr. Maxfield. 

 

Mr. Maxfield said based on the June minutes, the EAC asked the Council to prepare a resolution 

for Zack Benedetto, which he hasn’t seen done yet.  Ms. Palik said the motion was to send a thank 

you to Zack Benedetto, not a resolution.  Mr. Maxfield said then he’d like to make another motion 

clarifying a resolution be prepared. 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved that the EAC recommends to Council that a resolution be prepared for 

Zack Benedetto for his work for the Township on the GIS project, which was voluminous. 

SECOND BY: Mrs. Yerger 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Absent – Hazem Hijazi) 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved for approval of the June 10, 2014 minutes, with corrections. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Johnson 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Absent – Hazem Hijazi) 

 

VII. OLD/MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS – None 

 

VIII. TERRY BOOS – HELLERTOWN REPRESENTATIVE – Mr. Boos had no report. 

 

IX. NON-AGENDA ITEMS/PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ms. Stanlick asked Ms. Ray if she would like help for the EAC website as she’d like to volunteer. Ms. Ray 

said yes, they can talk about it later. 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY: Mr. Germanoski moved for adjournment.  The time was 8:35 P.M. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Beardsley 

ROLL CALL: 6-0 (Absent – Hazem Hijazi) 

 

 

__________________________ 

Sandra Yerger, Chair  


