
 
Environmental Advisory                                Lower Saucon Township                                              April 4, 2007  
Council                                                                        Minutes                                                                    7:00 PM 
 
 1 
I. OPENING 2 

 3 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Environmental Advisory Council meeting of Lower Saucon Township Council 4 
was called to order on Tuesday, April 4, 2007 at 7:02 P.M., at 3700 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bethlehem, PA, 5 
with Tom Maxfield, Chairman, presiding.    6 

   7 
 ROLL CALL:  Present – Chairman, Sandra Yerger; Vice Chairman, Tom Maxfield; Laura Ray - 8 

Secretary, Allan Johnson, Ted Beardsley, Tom McCormick, Bob Davis and Hazem Hijazi.  Rick Tralies 9 
from Boucher & James and Mike McKenna, Hellertown Representative was present.   Absent – Dennis 10 
Aranyos, Glenn Kaye, Glenn Clouser.  New Hellertown Representative, Terry Boos, was also present. 11 

  12 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 13 
 14 
 15 
 

Laura Ray arrived.  The time was 7:10 PM. 
 

 16 
II. NEW BUSINESS 17 

Mrs. Yerger is going to switch the agenda around a little bit.  DCNR switched their grant rounds.  It used to 18 
be that the big grant round was in September, the small one for Planning and things like that, was in April.  19 
Everybody got notified at the end of February that they were switching.  We have two grant proposals that 20 
are going to be affecting the township, so they need letters of support from the EAC.  The one is the Polk 21 
Valley Park.  The one they will talk about now is dealing with the Saucon Valley Country Club (SVCC).  22 
We were asked to send a letter of support.  What she did was they sent around a copy of it and she drafted a 23 
copy.  It’s a stream bank restoration project that they are working with a group from Wildlands and a group 24 
called Land Studies.  The letter is addressed to Brian Vadino, who is the Director of Rivers Programs for 25 
Wildlands Conservancy.  Rick Tralies, Terry from Saucon Creek Watershed Association and Mrs. Yerger 26 
did visit it.  Allan Johnson was there on Friday.  It’s a portion of the creek that falls on their 17th fairway.  It 27 
is entirely in LST.  It was just a general proposal for stream bank restoration.  Mr. Maxfield asked what 28 
they plan to do.  Rick Tralies said they went out to the golf course on Friday in carts and went to the 3rd 29 
fairway, across the stream from it, which lays between two fairways.  They saw a straight run of the creek 30 
that’s totally cut into the ground. It has eroded banks on either side.  The bank is about three feet high on 31 
either side.  What they pointed out to them from where they were standing, they pointed across the creek, 32 
and said if you look at the soil profiles in the banks, they believe that the bottom most soil layer actually 33 
showed the historic flood plain.  They are planning to reroute the creek to what they believe is its historic 34 
location, and then grade out either side of the creek to re-establish a lower, wider flood plain.  They believe 35 
when they do that, they’ll grade down and actually find the old flood plain and find an old creek bed, a 36 
layer of stone and cobbles and sediment.  We asked them about vegetation in the area and what they are 37 
going to do.  He was told that after they re-route the stream, they are going to take an area of 4’ to 8’ wide 38 
from the edges and stabilize that with sod matting because the sod will send down roots the most quickly to 39 
get immediate stabilization. Beyond the 4’ to 8’, this is where they got a little bit hazy on what they were 40 
going to plant.  He talked to Drew Altland from Land Studies, who is one of the designers on the project, 41 
and he said they would like to plant the entire length of the creek in shrubs, trees and woody materials, but 42 
they are going to have to deal with the issue of playability of the golf course.  They’d love to plant a big, 43 
thick buffer, but they just can’t do that.  They are going to propose areas of shrubs, some thicker vegetation, 44 
willow whips, and things like that, but they can’t provide a continuous, thick buffer.  They are also going to 45 
intersperse areas of wetland vegetation and try and create small wetland areas here and there along the 46 
stream.  They also propose to relocate an existing tributary that currently runs pretty much into the Saucon 47 
Creek at a 90 degree angle, directly down stream of one of the bridges.  They feel that the tributary coming 48 
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straight in is causing a lot of erosion and it’s going to be a problem for the bridge.  When this proposal 1 
originally came to us, part of their problem was there are bridges on either end of this stretch, and the 2 
bridge at the upstream, water comes through it, constricts, speeds up through this stretch of creek there.  3 
That’s helping to cause erosion.  There’s another bridge down farther which is acting similarly.  Right now, 4 
they are not proposing to do anything to widen the bridges or do anything with the bridges.  They are just 5 
trying to address the stream itself.  They believe that most of the problems the creek is having now is not 6 
from modern development, but rather from the historical use of the creek.  There are remains of lime kilns 7 
and they believe there were mills and kilns all up and down the creek, and that in order to make the creek 8 
useable for the mills, the flood plains were changed then.  There is a section upstream that has been 9 
channeled on the golf course and they did that within the next 20 years and that could be adding to the 10 
problem as well.  Mrs. Yerger said the few trees that are there will be taken out.   11 

 12 
Mrs. Yerger did a draft of a letter.  She will bring it to Council tomorrow night and with Council approval, 13 
the letter will go out for this specific project. 14 
 15 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved for approval for the letter to be recommended to Council. 16 
SECOND BY: Mr. Beardsley 17 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 18 
 Opposed:  None 19 
 20 

D. POLK VALLEY PARK HABITAT RESTORATION CONCEPT 21 
 22 

Mrs. Yerger said she’d like to do this because of the Saucon Creek Watershed Association being 23 
involved with this, they were asked for an endorsement on another project and this is the Polk 24 
Valley Park project.  She had a copy of the draft letter addressed to Secretary DiBerardinis.  The 25 
township will be the applicant in this case, but thought it would be a good idea if the EAC endorsed 26 
it.  They do have an endorsement for this particular project from the County Conservation District, 27 
the LVPC, Lehigh Valley Audubon, Boy Scouts, and we are going to be asking Hellertown as well 28 
as the Saucon Valley School District.  There are many educational opportunities.    29 

 30 
Mr. Tralies had a map to show the EAC members.  He said they are proposing to do a lot of 31 
seeding throughout the park to beautify some of the storm water management measures that are out 32 
there now.  He showed the entrance of the park, and other features in the park.  The township has 33 
also acquired a parcel right next to it.  They are proposing to take the large, open areas at the top, 34 
and seed them with wildflowers.  There are wetlands where there is currently a problem because 35 
there is a storm water swale that runs through a couple of pipes and then water is supposed to run 36 
out and go into the wetlands.  It’s currently cutting its own trail around the wetland and eroding the 37 
land.  What they plan to do is extend the wetland area, discontinue mowing, and seed it with wet 38 
habitat species.  They’d like to do the same thing with these swales and naturalize them and seed 39 
them with wetland species.  Throughout the park, there are swales that run along the driveways.  40 
They’d like to naturalize those as well.  The way the park was graded, and this seems to have 41 
happened by chance, there are great opportunities for simple grass trails to run along the driveway 42 
and then go around, to what they are proposing as meadow.  There are flat areas that they can run 43 
trails down to the driveway.  When he says trails, he’s just talking about 10’ wide or so mowed 44 
grass trails.  They’ll be no major grading or paving.  The big boulders up there they plan to use 45 
around the trails or space them out.  They’ll use them one way or another.  They also have another 46 
parcel that juts out and they intend to make a connection from the grass trail into the other parcel.  47 
There’s a hedgerow running along the top of the property.  There’s also a stream shown on some 48 
mapping. He went out to the site and looked at it and there’s a channel that sort of runs across the 49 
top.  The site is graded steeply downhill and he doesn’t know if any water really runs through the 50 
channel or not, but it would be a good example for the EAC to provide our riparian buffer that we 51 
push on all the developers as we have the room.  We can do a riparian buffer seed mix out here 52 
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from the stream.  Another idea Sandy had for the parcel was to put a dog park in.  It’s a fenced in 1 
place where you can let your dog run free.   2 

 3 
 

Dennis Aranyos arrived.  The time was 7:28 PM. 
 

 4 
The fenced area will be about one acre.  Mrs. Yerger said there will be a picnic area.  The area 5 
there is stunning, you just can’t believe how far you can see.  Mr. Maxfield said there are ash and 6 
hickory trees up there.  7 

 8 
Mr. Terry Boos said depending on the species, you don’t necessarily have to do the planting.  You 9 
can be doing natural regeneration strategy and not have to do plantings.  Mrs. Yerger said in a lot of 10 
the area there is multi floral.  Ms. Boos said you may have a problem whatever degeneration you 11 
may try to do, you may have to fence off temporally or use tree shelters. 12 

 13 
Mrs. Yerger asked if everyone looked at the letter.  14 

 15 
MOTION BY: Ms. Laura Ray moved for support to send the letter in support of Polk Valley Park, as 16 

reworded on the last sentence of the first paragraph.  SANDY – WHAT IS THE 17 
CORRECTION, DIDN’T CATCH IT. 18 

SECOND BY: Mr. Bob Davis 19 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 20 
 Opposed:  None 21 
 22 

A. DIANE MATTHEWS-GEHRINGER – WILDLANDS CONSERVANCY 23 
 24 
Taken off the agenda.   25 
 26 

B. HANS REIMANN 27 
 28 

Mr. Reimann thanked the Saucon Creek Watershed Association for him to talk.  His visit tonight is 29 
mainly to give you an update on some of the more interesting things that went on with the garden 30 
outside the building last year.  One of the benefits of a garden like that is to actually attract wildlife.  31 
It’s one of the reasons they did it. While they were planting or weeding there that day, he took 32 
pictures and witnessed a monarch coming out.  A simple garden like this can attract wildlife.  We 33 
do have to finish it to the best we can.  There’s a water feature they are planning and a rain garden.  34 
He’d like to continue to help with that.  The downside last year was that we failed to get a 35 
volunteer committee to help maintain the garden.  He doesn’t mind doing it, but he ended up 36 
instead of adding new plants, he spent most of his time weeding.  That is the dilemma they are 37 
faced with the growing season. He can continue to volunteer some time, but he was hoping within 38 
the next couple of months Council would figure out a way to get a volunteer list to come out and 39 
help with that, or he can spend so much time weeding, but after so many hours a month, he has his 40 
own business to run, so he can’t put all the time in that it really needs.  It’s getting big and it will 41 
get bigger.  He has purchased some new weed mat and got a good discount on it.  He’ll lay it down 42 
in the area to kill everything that’s coming up.  The basin for the waterfall was already purchased.   43 
 44 
Mrs. Yerger said if anyone knows of a garden club or a group that maybe can help us out, that 45 
would be great.  It doesn’t have to be done every week, maybe once a month to spot weed it.  It’s 46 
basically been Hans, Tom Maxfield and Sandra Yerger.  There might even be a Boy Scout troop 47 
that might want to do it.  The next meeting they will talk about the help with the garden.  Think 48 
about that now.  It’s not heavy duty maintenance.  Maybe in May when things start to bloom, we 49 
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can take a quick walk out there and see what’s out there.  That’ll tie in with the program that Hans 1 
is doing.  Spread the word.  We will be having the native plant sale and they buy them from “Edge 2 
of the Woods’.  They’ve been incredibly hardy.  She has plants she bought that have probably 3 
grown 2-1/2 times the size.  Next month they’ll set a date for a planting. 4 
 5 
Mr. Riemann said the stone work he already has a proposal for, and it’s two years old.  The other 6 
maintenance issue is to actually re-mulch the garden once we catch up with the weeding.  He’d like 7 
to recommend composting mulch this time.  He will write up that recommendation and Mrs. 8 
Yerger will present it to Council.  He showed a picture of a swamp sunflower that he planted last 9 
year and it is spectacular and will add to the township’s garden this year.  Mr. Johnson asked if any 10 
of the plants were deer proof.  Mrs. Yerger said there are deer resistant plants.  Mr. Riemann said 11 
the Wood Geranium, the deer don’t bother that.  The Blue Flag Iris, they don’t go after either.  12 
 13 
Mrs. Yerger said there is a conference out at Millersville and if anyone is interested, please let her 14 
know.  15 
 16 

C. PARK & RECREATION FEES IN LIEU OF LAND DEDICATION – DRAFT 17 
RECOMMENDATION TO INCREASE FEE 18 

 19 
Mr. Maxfield said he likes the increase.  Mrs. Yerger said it’s an increase per unit based on the 20 
value of land and how much land they have to dedicate to open space and recreation, and we’ve 21 
been undervaluing and not getting quite as much as we should get.  It’s basically raising the fee per 22 
housing unit for the township based on all these equations.  This is one time when a developer 23 
builds a home.  We can accept fees in lieu of.  It goes into the Parks and Recs fund.  Land values 24 
have gone up consistently and we have not kept pace with it.   25 

 26 
MOTION BY: Mr. McCormick moved to recommend the increase in the fee. 27 
SECOND BY: Ms. Laura Ray 28 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 29 
 Opposed:  None 30 

 31 
E. MAY MEETING LOCATION 32 

 33 
Mrs. Yerger said we had discussed about moving the May location meeting.  She offered to use her 34 
house.  She thought it would be beneficial to see some of the properties that are open for 35 
consideration for open space.  It’s up to the EAC.  We can come back here and meet and look at the 36 
native plant garden and try to do a road trip at another time, that is fine.  There was also a 37 
suggestion we do it the same day as the plant sale. If we move the meeting date, we would have to 38 
know that now so we could advertise.  Mr. Hijazi suggested we meet here and from here we decide 39 
where we want to go in case there is bad weather.  It will be put on the agenda for the May 1, 2007 40 
meeting, weather permitting.  EAC decided to move the meeting up and meet at 6:30 PM here at 41 
the Township building. 42 

 43 
F. SOLEBURY TOWNSHIP LAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM PACKET 44 

 45 
Mrs. Yerger said it’s in your packet.  She hopes the Open Space Sub Committee looked at it.  The 46 
handbook was probably the most interesting component.  Would something like this be helpful to 47 
the committee who are meeting the landowners or anyone of this group, who would be interested in 48 
land preservation?  It would have to be tailored to the township.  She asked if they would like to see 49 
a draft copy of this come back to the next meeting.  Mr. McCormick said he doesn’t understand 50 
what is happening at the Council level, the township level, the EAC level.  Where are we headed 51 
and what are our long term goals.  What is this document?  Mr. Beardsley said the Sub Committee 52 
was waiting for this document. That will be their guidebook.  It’s very helpful.  Mrs. Yerger said 53 
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the goal is to preserve as much land as with as little money as possible.   There is reasoning behind 1 
some of these projects.  Sometimes land is driven by you have a willing property owner and he has 2 
some really neat natural features on that property.  Even though it may not be in your big picture, 3 
but when you look at that individual parcel, you say that it really deserves preservation.  Mrs. 4 
Yerger said right now, Diane Gehringer said she had three property owners that were in our critical 5 
areas that contacted Wildlands and said they were interested in land preservation.  Mrs. Yerger is 6 
disappointed Diane Gehringer still has not come to an EAC meeting. She emailed Ted and said 7 
they can’t wait for Diane Gehringer, so what they did was they have Terry Clemons, the EAC Open 8 
Space Attorney Consultant and they asked him to contact Diane and start the proceedings.  What 9 
she was told by Diane was the one gentlemen has been to the small clinics, he knows all of the tax 10 
benefits, and he was going to be asking a lot of questions that he needed a real expert to handle for 11 
the first time in.  She has not heard back from anyone and doesn’t know where it is with these 12 
particular landowners.  Mr. Maxfield said this came to us through the grapevine.  They heard about 13 
it and we were told not to say anything about it.  One of the properties is one of the NRI properties.  14 
The one we had an eye on for a long time and was told it had the best stretch of woods in the whole 15 
township.  Terry Clemons was inserted into the process, but we haven’t heard back yet.  A lot of 16 
landowners don’t want it out there until they make a decision.  Mr. Maxfield said our choice is to 17 
keep the process wide open, but sometimes the landowner wants it closed, the conservation agency 18 
sometimes wants it closed, so we’re stuck.   19 
 20 
Mrs. Yerger said we’re trying to facilitate. The process needs to be clearer.  We should be able to 21 
make an attempt to make the responsibilities clearer and the process is clearer.  She’s hoping that 22 
once Terry makes the initial contact, that he gets the Sub Committee involved.  A lot of it hinges on 23 
what the landowner thinks the property is worth.   One of the first things you need to do is, if you 24 
have properties, and you want to contact that property owner saying LST has this open space 25 
program going on, we’ve identified your property as a potential property for open space 26 
preservation, please contact us.  That’s something conservation agencies do and you have a perfect 27 
right to do that.  The Sub Committee should get together, pick out your potential landowners and 28 
draft a letter.  Hopefully by then we’ll hear where we are with these three properties.  Hopefully, 29 
we can step this up.  Do a letter and start doing some site selections according to the wonderful 30 
maps and bring them to the EAC and we can go out and start soliciting properties.  Mr. Maxfield 31 
said Terry is very good with landowners.  Mrs. Yerger said take a look at the handbook and come 32 
back with any suggestions or alterations.  Mr. Maxfield said him and his wife will do the graphics.  33 
Mrs. Yerger will bring up at Council that they need to give the EAC direction…who is going to pay 34 
for the appraisal and what situation, who is going to pay for the endowment, etc.  Sometimes you 35 
will have land deals…the land will be appraised.  So much with the way it is, raw land they call it, 36 
so much with the development rights taken off of it.  What you’ll find is some people will be 37 
willing to accept less than that actual development right value because they’ll then do it as a 38 
bargain sale and break that off because they make enough income that they want that bargain sale. 39 
Some people want the full value of the development rights because their financial situation is 40 
something different.  It gets very complicated and it goes land by land and owner by owner.  She 41 
will get some of this cleared up tomorrow night, by Council, as far as the finances of it.  Mr. 42 
Maxfield said as far as support from Council, every member on Council is wholly behind this.  Ms. 43 
Ray suggested that the Open Space Committee meet with Laura Bear or Jeff Marshall as they are 44 
the ones that deal with this situation.  They are the land preservation specialists from Wildlands.  45 
Mrs. Yerger will ask them.  You need to know that Council does favor co-holders of the easement. 46 
We don’t’ want it to be exclusively a township held easement only because we know how 47 
whimsical municipal officials can be.  Our goal is to preserve land, and we don’t want a future 48 
Council undoing it.   49 

 50 
 51 
 52 
 53 
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G. COUNTY EAC MEETING – APRIL 12, 2007 1 
 2 

Mrs. Yerger said there is a regional EAC meeting at the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 3 
office.  They do this once a year.  She cannot attend.  Mr. Johnson said he will represent the EAC. 4 
 5 

H. PA LAND TRUST ASSOC. CONFERENCE – MAY 10-12, 2007 6 
 7 

Mrs. Yerger said if anyone is interested in going, let Leslie Huhn at the township know. 8 
 9 

I. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 10 
 11 
Mrs. Yerger said handed out a sheet on goals and objectives.  She said this was a draft.  If you want 12 
to add, subtract, please let her know as she’d like to submit these to Council.   13 
 14 
Ms. Ray said we talked about the ones we created and one was creating a website, but an ongoing 15 
goal is to maintain and keep the website updated.   16 
 17 
Mrs. Yerger said she will call Jeff at Lehigh Ag about the composting.  Mr. Maxfield said we have 18 
on there established working relations with regional EAC’s and other environmental organizations.  19 
Bethlehem looks like they are going to have an EAC and he thought since Ringhoffer Road has a 20 
section of it in Bethlehem, maybe that’s something we could work with them in the future. 21 
 22 
Mrs. Yerger said No. 3 on the five year goals.  We’ve been approached with some tentative plans 23 
from Saucon Creek Watershed Association about the East Branch establishing a greenway there 24 
which would bridge Bethlehem and LST.  She’d like to work with our Planner and some other local 25 
EAC’s and establish a viable green way plan.  She had a draft copy of the LVPC Greenway’s plan 26 
and we’re right in the middle of it.   If anyone is interested in looking at it, the township will print 27 
some. Mr. Tralies said it’s on line as a pfd.  Mr. Maxfield would like to ask them why we haven’t 28 
been contacted about this.  Mrs. Yerger said yes, we can.  This is something we can start looking at.  29 
We also have the LST joint recreation plan and she would like to start working on that.   30 
 31 
Mr. Johnson said that there should be a hiking trail established in our township.  They could plan 32 
an educational program in the township.  Mrs. Yerger said we’re not going to be doing a hike but 33 
what Heritage Conservancy is going to do is a property tour.  It costs $12 and they are going to be 34 
five properties on the tour, three in Springfield Township and two in Lower Saucon.  Laura Ray 35 
and Mrs. Yerger’s will be on the property tour and there will be biologists there explaining why 36 
these properties are worthy of preservation.  One of the areas we might want to consider is to start 37 
in the park and the trails we want to put there.  Start them there and bring them back out of the 38 
park, loop through the reservoir.  Mr. Maxfield said all the NRI areas should be on the plan.  They 39 
have permission for every one of those except one, so that should be checked in to again.  Mrs. 40 
Yerger said it’s a good idea, but she doesn’t think we could pull together by Spring, but could 41 
consider for the Fall.  Mr. Maxfield said they saw some great vista’s in July. 42 
 43 
Mrs. Yerger said No. 5 will be hikes and educational programs in the township.  The contacts can 44 
come through Chris with the GIS.   They will continue advising Council of issues of environmental 45 
importance.   46 
 47 
Mrs. Yerger said the fall events under No. 5 is proposed composting, workshop, and then family 48 
environmental education movie program.  There’s a movie “Over the Hedge” which is a delightful 49 
movie to watch…a kids movie.  It is animals that hibernate and they wake up in Spring and the 50 
woods are gone because a development has been put in.  It’s interaction on how the animals are 51 
adjusting and how the people are adjusting.  She thought we could make it a family night showing 52 
that with popcorn and bring some of those critters here.  Mr. Boos said Hellertown has a Friday 53 
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night movies in the park, maybe that would be a good time to show this movie.  Mrs. Yerger said 1 
that would be great and she’ll talk to him about it. 2 
 3 

MOTION BY: Mr. Aranyos moved to adopt the 2007 Goals and Objectives, as amended. 4 
SECOND BY: Mr. Johnson 5 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 6 
 Opposed:  None 7 
 8 

III. DEVELOPER ITEMS 9 
 10 

A. HILLS OF POLK VALLEY MINOR – POLK VALLEY ROAD 11 
 12 

Mr. Tralies hasn’t seen this yet.  Mr. Maxfield said it had a pre-approved subdivision plan 15 years 13 
ago for lots of lots.  That has expired and they’ve come back with new regulations.  The EAC 14 
looked over the plans.  Due to the proximity of the Hellertown Watershed area, the EAC 15 
recommendations were: 16 
 17 
1. To reduce impervious coverage by limiting driveway length 18 
2. Move the houses closer to the road 19 
3. Have less impact and disturb as little on the site   20 
4. Limit tree removal by relocation of house sites to open areas.    21 
5. Recommend reforestation in existing open area.  It is in a watershed area and extreme care 22 

should be taken. 23 
 24 

MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi moved for approval as stated above. 25 
SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 26 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 27 
 Opposed:  None 28 

 29 
B. ATIEYH – 2200 WASSERGASS ROAD LAND DEVELOPMENT – PRELIMINARY PLAN 30 

RESUBMISSION 31 
 32 

Mrs. Yerger said this is the old Lower Saucon School on Wassergass Road. We’ve seen this one 33 
before and they’ve been fooling around with it.  EAC looked at the plans.  They added a detention 34 
basin.  In Council packet, they are talking with DEP about treating the storm water in a specific 35 
way and we need to ask the Engineers about it.  This is their way to handle storm water.  The 36 
underground fuel tank will have to come out.  Mr. Tralies said they had an issue with DEP that for 37 
the number of units that they are proposing to put in the building, they have to show they can 38 
provide enough water to that building without drawing down the water table surrounding it.  They 39 
came in saying that they believe the units they are putting in are lesser impact than what DEP is 40 
requiring them to test for.  They are going to say they have water somewhere in the middle.  That’s 41 
what he expects that they have the monitoring wells for.  Environmentally, we are worried about 42 
the draw down well site capacity and make sure they take the tanks out.  Mr. Tralies would like to 43 
look at their utility plan as he hasn’t seen their plans yet.   44 
 45 
The recommendations from the EAC were: 46 
 47 
1. To naturalize the detention basin and swales 48 
2. Locate underground pipes to limit potential tree removal 49 
3. Removal of fuel underground tanks and remediate any environmental issues 50 
4. Insure integrity of drinking water quantity and quality for the neighbors. 51 

 52 
 53 
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MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved for recommendation as stated above. 1 
SECOND BY: Mr. McCormick 2 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 3 
 Opposed:  None 4 
 5 

C.  DRAVITZ – 2845 COUNTY LINE ROAD – MAJOR SUBDIVISON FINAL 6 
 7 

Mrs. Yerger said this is final plan approval.  We’ve seen this and she thought this was pending the 8 
open space issues being resolved.  Looking at the plan, she said this was the open space that was 9 
proposed.  This has a lot of slope on it.  Mr. Johnson asked if this would be a good property to 10 
follow to see what’s involved with the open space dedication.  Mrs. Yerger said that would be a 11 
great thing as you would see the process as it moves forward.   12 
 13 
After discussion, the EAC recommendations were: 14 
 15 
1. Recommend the developer pay monitoring fees/endowment fee 16 
2. Attach open space to Lot 4 with easements owned by Township and conservation 17 

organization 18 
3. Infiltration pits should be located entirely in open space and should maintenance be 19 

responsibility of owner of Lot 4. 20 
4. Two small lots may be used in open space calculations only if the developer pays for 21 

monitoring easement cost for the larger open space lot. 22 
 23 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved for approval of recommendations as stated above. 24 
SECOND BY: Mr. McCormick 25 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 26 
 Opposed:  None 27 

 28 
IV. OLD/MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 29 

 30 
A. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MARCH 6, 2007 MINUTES 31 
 32 

 33 
 

Mr. Hijazi left the meeting. The time was 9:20 PM. 
 

 34 
MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved for approval of March 6, 2007 minutes, with correction. 35 
SECOND BY: Mr. Maxfield 36 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 37 
 Opposed:  None 38 

 39 
V. UPDATES/REPORTS 40 
 41 

A. HELLERTOWN REPORT 42 
 43 

 Mike McKenna announced that Terry Boos will be taking his place for the Hellertown 44 
report.  Terry has a very good environmental mind.  Mr. McKenna talked to Charlie Luthar 45 
and they will be participating in Earth Day on April 21, 2007.  They will have a group 46 
that’s going to be cleaning up some of the Water Street Park and Thomas Iron Works site 47 
as they have done in the past.  An agreement was made between Public Works that if we 48 
bring out the material, and centralize it in one place, they will cart it away. 49 
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 The Borough is not allowed to take their tree branches or whatever else to the farm 1 
property, at this point.  They are in the process of permitting or whatever else needs to be 2 
done to get squared away.  Mr. McKenna said DEP asked them not to accept any material 3 
until the final permits have gone through, the LST side and the Hellertown side, which they 4 
will comply with.  LST was very generous in offering materials and manpower to get this 5 
site running.  They have a trailer up there and will be able to have a volunteer up there to 6 
accept the material.  They hope to achieve some grants to purchase some equipment which 7 
will allow them to compost.  The DEP received a complaint from a resident that they felt 8 
they were moving earth w/o the proper permits.  DEP did send someone out to investigate 9 
and that was the person that found out they are under the guidelines of what they wanted 10 
developing the site, but also the same person suggested we not accept any material until the 11 
permits come through. 12 

 13 
B. OPEN SPACE SUB COMMITTEE 14 

 15 
 Mr. McCormick drafted a letter in favor of tax benefits for open space to Robert Casey, 16 

Arlen Specter, Charles Dent, Phil English, Allyson Schwartz for critical environmental 17 
issues for PA voters to solicit their endorsement of the bill.  The letter is being written to 18 
tell them one of the most important tools we use is the conservation easement for open 19 
space and recreation space.  It lets local landowners protect their land from development, 20 
and landowners can donate a conservation easement to the township and one of the local 21 
land trusts.  The tax benefits received for these generous donations are critical to our ability 22 
to conserve land.  Several private properties within our township have been protected with 23 
conservation easements.  These parcels may serve as a basis for future greenways, wildlife 24 
corridors or natural systems.  This says we support the expanded tax incentive permanent 25 
and we hope they will become a co-sponsor of the legislation introduce by Representative 26 
Mike Thompson and Dave Camp or Chairman Max Baucus and Senator Charles Grassley.  27 
They would like to learn more about the work they are doing.  Mrs. Yerger said she will 28 
present this tomorrow to Council as a recommendation from the EAC.  Ms. Ray said you 29 
can show this to your landowners saying we are supporting to keep legislation in place.   30 

 31 
MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved for approval of the letter written by Tom McCormick to send to our 32 

Senators and Representatives in favor of the tax benefits for open space. . 33 
SECOND BY: Mr. Aranyos 34 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 35 
 Opposed:  None 36 

 37 
VI. NON-AGENDA ITEMS 38 
 39 

 Mrs. Yerger said there is going to be a Suburban Round table in Doylestown and it has all kinds of 40 
issues.  If you want to attend, please let them know.  They’ll be some real experts down there.    41 

 42 
 Mr. Beardsley said electronic recycling date is April 14, 2007 from 9 to 12.  We need volunteers.  43 

He will tell them to bring 20 pallets along.  Please post flyers that Laura Ray sent out. 44 
 45 

 Mr. Maxfield said there is paper recycling free, at the high school (four at the School), the 46 
Township building and it benefits the Historical Society.  You can take any paper, magazines, no 47 
phones books or cardboard.  It’s a big yellow bin.  One is going to Dewey Fire Company and one 48 
going out to Bergey’s. 49 

 50 
 Mrs. Yerger said if you are around and don’t want to do recycling, there is the Cooks Creek 51 

Cleanup on April 14, 2007. 52 
 53 
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 Mrs. Yerger said the EAC meeting in November will be November 13, instead of November 6 as 1 
that is Election Day. 2 

 3 
 Mrs. Yerger said backyard habitat – get friends who are interested. 4 

 5 
 Mr. Beardsley said the Open Space Committee wants to have a meeting here at the Municipal 6 

building, how do we make that arrangement?  Mrs. Yerger said to call Leslie Huhn and let them 7 
know. 8 

 9 
 Mr. McCormick would like to get on the Council list for emailing agendas.  Mrs. Yerger said to 10 

call Leslie Huhn. 11 
 12 

 Mr. Beardsley asked if anyone heard what was going on at the Meadows?  There was something 13 
going on there the other day and he called.  He saw dump trucks going in and out of the Meadow’s.  14 
Going in with gravel and coming out empty.  There was a long berm in front of the building in the 15 
grass. From what he could see, it looked like they were expanding their parking lot.  They are in the 16 
flood zone.  He called Jack as Chris was out, and found out a permit was not issued.  Jack said if he 17 
would get someone from Jim Birdsall’s office to go out there.  It looks like they stopped. He 18 
doesn’t know what the penalties are for doing that or if there are any penalties.  It’s in the flood 19 
zone, and water comes close to his house already.  He ought to know he’s in the flood zone.  He 20 
should not be permitted to expand his parking lot.  It should be removed and restored.  This can be 21 
brought up at Council tomorrow night under EAC reports that it was talked about at the EAC 22 
meeting.   23 

 24 
 Mr. Johnson asked if they noticed Columbia Gas Company is digging up their pipeline where it 25 

crosses Silver Creek Road?  Mrs. Yerger said they are digging it up everywhere.  She’s not sure 26 
why they are doing that.  They have the easements and can do it.   27 

 28 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 29 
 30 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to adjourn.  The time was 9:45 PM. 31 
SECOND BY: Mr. Johnson 32 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 33 
 Opposed:  None 34 

 35 
Next EAC meeting is Tuesday, May 1, 2007.   36 

 37 


