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Environmental Advisory Lower Saucon Township March 4, 2008

Council

Minutes 7:00 PM

L. OPENING

CALL TO ORDER: The Environmental Advisory Council meeting of Lower Saucon Township Council

was called to order on Tuesday, March 4, 2008 at 7:00 P.M., at Seidersville Hall, Bethlehem, PA, with
Sandra Yerger, Chairman, presiding.

ROLL CALL: Present — Chairman, Sandra Yerger; Vice Chairman, Tom Maxfield; Allan Johnson, Ted
Beardsley, Haz Hijazi, Dennis Aranyos, Glenn Clouser Tom McCormick, Laura Ray, and Glenn Kaye; and
Rick Tralies, Boucher & James. Absent: Bob Davis, Terry Boos, Hellertown Representative

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II. NEW BUSINESS

A.

MOTION BY:
SECOND BY:
ROLL CALL:

C.

E HOUSE — BLAIR HOUSE

Presentation was given by Philip Jones, a representative from the Alliance for Sustainable
Communities. Presentation is attached.

Some comments from the EAC were did they consider a composting bathroom. The answer was
yes. Mr. Hijazi said this is very interesting, but the big picture, what is the plan? Do people
outside of the EAC know about this? Mrs. Yerger said they’ve been before Council and they are
trying to reach out and have workshops. Mr. Hijazi said he would like to see it as a headquarters
for the EAC. Mr. Maxfield said the pathway would be a minimal disturbance that they propose.
Mr. Reimann said at the back at the greenhouse, they should cut down the trees back there for the
benefit of the greenhouse. Mr. Jones said they did thin them out. Mr. Johnson said they should
consider wind power. Mr. Jones said there is not a good wind there, but maybe farther up the hill.

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

Mrs. Yerger said an Eagle Scout has come forward to do a project up behind the E House. Bill
Sweeney from DCNR went up and helped the scout go over the species and gave advise on the
signage and some of the invasive species. She gave the report to the EAC. They are going to use
the Spice Bush as an understory.

Mr. Tralies said the project is to take out the invasive non natives up there and replace them with
Spice Bush. He recommended since the township is going to be replacing the plants, not only do
Spice Bush, but provide tree saplings. There is ash out there and we are supposed to be hit with the
ash borer and it might not be a bad idea to diversify. The ash borer is an insect like a larva and
bores in under the trunk and gets under the bark.

Mr. Maxfield moved for approval for replacement plants as explained by Rick Tralies.
Mr. Beardsley
10-0 (Mr. Davis — Absent)

NERUDA RUN

Mrs. Yerger said you have a copy of an application to the U.S. Department of Graphic Names
They are the governing bodies to name and un-name tributaries. There are two residents from
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MOTION BY:
SECOND BY:
ROLL CALL:

D.

Springfield Township who are interested in preserving part of their properties who has their
unnamed tributary which start on Dave’s property. One of the stipulations was they wanted to
name the tributary before they placed conservation easements on their property. They wanted to
name it after Pablo Neruda who was a Chilean poet who wrote a lot of poetry about the streams and
the sounds they create for the area. It’s a petition. There’s no doubt the tributary is not named at
this point. They are asking if we have any objections. It’s a significant natural resource.

Mr. McCormick said this is not an environmental issue. It’s not an issue for the EAC. It’s not
going to be developed or not developed. Council can decide, but the EAC should have no
comment on it.

Mr. McCormick moved for no comment.
Mr. Hijazi
9-1 (Mr. Maxfield — No; Mr. Davis — Absent)

2008 COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM APPLICATION
CYCLE

Mrs. Yerger said we have the 2008 Conservation Application which would involve conservation
easement, and funding. This is more pertinent to the Open Space Committee, it’s an FY. The EAC
does not have to take any action on this tonight.

1. DEVELOPER ITEMS

A.

ESTATES AT STONEHURST AT SAUCON VALLEY MAJOR SUBDIVISION

Mrs. Yerger said it’s back mainly because of the open space of 14.7 acres. They are looking for
recommendations from the EAC on how this wants to be treated. What is the future of the open
space connected with the Stonehurst subdivision.

Mr. Tralies said third plan should look familiar. Last month we discussed width of the cul-de-sac
road and removal of impervious surface. This subdivision looks like a lot of the cluster subdivision
we are seeing...short cul-de-sac with a cluster of four or five units around it with open space
lopped off at the back of the property. Many of the other subdivision, the open space is heavily
wooded or has very steep slopes or very pronounced environmental features. Portions of the space
is covered in woodlands, but the major is a fallow field. Right now, the majority of the open space
is a mowed field which does not really have any ecological value whatsoever. It would seem that
one course of action to put some sort of environmental value on this piece of property would be to
let it grow back into meadow and put conservation easements on it to protect the meadow. It hasn’t
been thoroughly studied to see what is growing out there. There’s some pretty typical growth out
there that he has from two years ago. It may be possible that this property wouldn’t need a
complete overhaul and the existing vegetation may not need to be reseeded. That is where the
discussion begins.

Mrs. Yerger said she passed out a paper on meadow restoration and putting environmental value
back into these fallow fields and providing habitat. Mr. Maxfield said why was it cut? Mr. Tralies
said he doesn’t know for sure, maybe just hay, not anything that had been propagated for a long
time. Right now it was cut because a single developer owns the property and it was his prerogative
to get rid of the messy nature. That’s speculation on his part. The developer is proposing a series
of paths through the open space. The spoke with the landscape architect and he talked about down
the line doing further improvements of gazebos for the owners in the subdivision. Art Swallow is
the design engineer and Chris Brown is working with Art. Mrs. Yerger said she knows they have
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talked to Wildlands, but as an EAC, is this something we want to recommend, is it going to be
adequate to accept it as an open space, no matter what it looks like or looks like in terms of
environmental value that is added to the township. Mrs. Yerger said this would be a Homeowners
Association. The matter before is it’s been understood there’s some environmental value to it, but
mowed lawn has no environmental value to it. Do we, as an EAC, want to see an increased
environmental value? Mrs. Yerger said she doesn’t think it’s even worth the township to put an
easement on it for mowed lawn. The developer would be the grantor through the homeowner’s and
we would be co-holders. Mr. McCormick said we should only act if there is some conservation
value. We shouldn’t even act as grantee. Mr. Maxfield said the open space with the cluster must
be offered to the Township and the township has the option to take it or not. That opens up some
possibilities. The Developer wants this property and has value to him, so there’s a bargaining tool
there. There’s also if we run into areas like this, maybe they have more of an active recreation
value than passive recreation. There’s different ways to treat this and we should talk about all the
options. Rick said let it go back to meadow and not spend a lot of time and money on it. What
does it cost for the township to be a co-holder? Mrs. Yerger said it would cost us our attorney
reviewing it, that would be the main cost. Any review process if Rick would have to review it, she
doesn’t know if that would be applicable. Mr. Maxfield said we should bargain with this guy to get
a more environmental valuable section of ground back there. Right now, you have to keep in mind,
the way it’s set up, if the township were to acquire it, there would be a lot of redesign, like the 35
foot access. This is open space set up for people to leave their yard to go into it. Mrs. Yerger said
we don’t have a whole lot of faith in HOA’s, that’s why we ask for a co-holder. Usually the policy
has been, should it go from the homeowners and then the township joins in as well as a third
governing body so it stays open space and doesn’t get turned into something else. Mr. Maxfield
said he would be willing to make a motion to recommend mitigation for this property for a
meadow, whether it be by the township or by the developer, if the developer is not going to do it,
we could recommend as an EAC, that the Council consider doing it itself. Mr. Johnson said one
possible downside is this thing is all sloped, so in the future if there is any kind of water runoff,
then we are responsible. Mrs. Yerger said we’ll never own it. It’s just the enforcement of the
easement and you’re not liable. If you keep it into native grasses and vegetation, it will help the
situation and control the storm water. Mr. Maxfield said we should recommend to Council how we
would like to see it. The ultimate goal would be for the developer to do what we’d like him to do.
Mr. Beardsley said the idea of the cluster ordinance was to make the lot smaller and preserve open
space. We didn’t say it had to be environmentally sensitive and is there a benefit to have just open
space where it’s just a field that’s mowed twice a year. Mr. Maxfield said the most valuable stuff
in a cluster option should be saved. It’s built into the process. Mrs. Yerger said if we don’t request
or require some of the stipulations as far as the one year mowing, there is nothing to stop the
homeowners turning it back into 15 acres of lawn and we know how environmentally sensitive golf
courses are. They could make the situation a lot worse. That’s one way we can make sure ten
years from now there are no problems. If you putitin a HOA, it’s very difficult to deal with them
in some situations. We’ve had some problems in the past with common open space. Mr. Maxfield
said even though it’s not an environmental wonderful place, it’s a vista, and it’s something good to
look out there and it will be good for the homeowners. Right now, up front, there’s a barn, a house,
and everything is going except for the garage.

Mrs. Yerger said we should do more than a non touch policy. We don’t want 14 acres of multi
floral rose. Mr. Johnson said someone might turn it into a pasture with horses. Mrs. Yerger said
we need to put some requirements in it or they will do with it what they want. Rick said he saw a
lot of natives up there already. Until we see what’s up there, maybe we need to recommend an
evaluation of the meadow and if it’s an invasive problem, we need to recommend a meadow
restoration or remediation process with the maintenance plan to keep it as a wildflower meadow as
we can, no structures. The EAC has to make the recommendation. She would like to see minimal
mowed trails, no paving and not fancy. If they put that slope into winter wheat, you may have a
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water problem. A meadow can be re-established at a minimal cost, maybe $6,000 to get it restored
and minimal maintenance. Mr. Tralies said when you are dealing with meadows, there are
different details. You can use custom mixes, so there are different levels of details, but Chris could
go as far as recommending pre-mixed mixes.

MOTION BY: Mrs. Yerger moved to recommend the open space, which is currently a mowed area, be
restored to meadow, have a baseline study and plants be inventoried, minimal trails proposed,
maintenance plans prepared, all be subject by review by Boucher & James and Solicitor Linc
Treadwell, and have no structures be built in the open space. It would be public and it’s an
enhancement to the development.

SECOND BY: Mr. McCormick

ROLL CALL: 10-1 (Mr. Davis — Absent)

Iv. OLD/MISCELILANEOUS BUSINESS

A. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 5, 2008 MEETING MINUTES

Mr. McCormick had a correction, but could not be heard.

Mr. Johnson said page 2 of 8, there are two different motions. Page 6, line 48, the man’s name was
Marsen.

Mr. Hijazi said:
Page 1, line 42, add after EAC “perspective”
Page 1, line 44, after comments, add “and expect”, take out “except
Page 2, line 14, Roll call 7-1 (Hazem Hijazi — No)
Page 4, line 34, take out “with basin” and add “from basin”
Page 4, line 35, after 7, put a period, take out “and where are they going to go with the water.
Page 4, line 35, after 7. add “Three options are available” to go over
Page 4, line 36, take out “outside” and put in “west side” or underneath.
Page 4, line 36, after going put “underneath the landfill” straight
Page 4, line 37, take out “that would go under the landfill itself”
Page 4, line 41, in front of “Landfill” put “The”
Page 4, line 41, take out “engineers” provided
Page 4, line 42, take out second “landfill” and put in “their” engineers
Page 4, line 43 & 44, take out “and Hanover Engineering Associates (HEA) raises the
township engineers concern”.
Page 4, line 44, after township landfill engineer is, take out “concern of”
Page 4, line 44, last word in sentence change to “in”
Page 4, line 47 & 48, take out the sentence where it starts “The pipe is supposed to be”
Page 4, Line 47, take out “that will go underneath.”
Page 4, line 51, take out first word “things” and put “leaks”
Page 4, line 52, second last word, after “go”, put a period. Capitalize “The”
Page 5, line 2, fourth last word, take out “and it” and replace it with “as ground water”
Page 5, line 3, take out “less” and put in “more”
Page 5, line 3, take out “that you put” and replace it with “placed”
Page 5, line 3, it should read “pipeline could affect the pipeline”
Page 5, line 4, sentence should read “in the future and if you don’t account for it.”
Page 5, line 6, line should read “Mr. Hijazi said that if this occurs, the bedding for the pipeline’
Page 5, line 11 & 12, after people, put a period, and take out the rest of the sentence.
Page 5, line 16, take out last word “that”
Page 5, line 17, first two words take out “is rising”

B
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Page 5, line 18, second sentence should read “If the pipe was installed along the west side”
Page 5, line 22, 23 and 24, take out the sentence that starts “The comments that are raised” and
take out the next sentence “If they have in their submittal”. Change “They are looking at
putting in” to “The landfill is proposing”

Page 5, line 25, second last word “things”, change to “questions”.

Page 5, lines 35 to 38 — take out that entire paragraph.

Page 5, line 42, after “approve It’ insert “reject it” or

Page 5, line 43, after “council”, add “a memo”

Page 5, line 44 & 45, take out sentence beginning with “Our concerns are that we are”

Page 5, line 46 & 47, take out sentence, “It is very not common”

Page 5, line 48 & 49 should read “DEP indicated they do not look favorably at this alternative
but they have the exact details and all the engineering designs to make a decision”.

Page 5, line 50, 51, 52, take out those three sentences.

MOTION BY: Mr. McCormick moved for approval of the February 5, 2008 minutes, with corrections.
SECOND BY: Mr. Johnson
ROLL CALL: 10-0 (Mr. Davis — Absent)

V.

UPDATES/REPORTS

A.

OPEN SPACE SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mr. Beardsley said they have a map and the pink are all the people who have contacted us and
they’ve made some kind of response. The yellow are people we have heard about that we don’t
know what the status is and we need to follow up with them. Mrs. Yerger said talk to Chris and get
the properties that have already been preserved. Give this to Chris and see what he has in his
system. Mr. Beardsley said he wanted to know if we know anything more about the title search on
the Joe Dravecz property? Mrs. Yerger said they’ve been asking Linc Treadwell, but she’ll ask him
again. She’s been asking him on a weekly basis. Tell him we need to know. Mr. Beardsley said he
can call him also or he’ll call Leslie.

REISS PROPERTY

Diane Gehringer wanted to move forward on this because she’s thinking we want to apply for
funding and we have to get the applications in by the end of March. Mrs. Yerger said we have to
establish with Mr. Reiss is if you go for public funding, they are going to insist on public access and
that’s got to be understood by Mr. Reiss. They’ll throw it right back at us. She doesn’t want to see
anyone waste their time. He’s got to decide what kind of public access he’s going to allow and will
that fall into the parameters of what DCNR and the County will feel is acceptable. DCNR has
parameters and Diane knows them. Get them from her. It’s becoming a problem for a lot of
municipalities. We need to do the timbering ordinance. Mr. Beardsley said even if there’s a
conservation ordinance on there, we should allow timbering as long as it meets our ordinance. Mr.
Maxfield said this property is on the NRI because of the conditions of the wood, the creek running
through it, and he’s got to realize if we come to an agreement where he is going to timber his
property, the value of the property is going to go down as well as DCNR and depending on how the
wording is, if those are the main natural features, the timbering, depending on the extent of it, will
reduce the value of it. He has to be very clear on this and do it upfront. Why would we want to pay
for it if it’s less of a natural resource. He’s got to weigh these things out. Mrs. Yerger said she’s
pretty sure he got a copy of the timbering ordinance. It wouldn’t hurt to check and she sent it to
Diane also. The timbering ordinance says it can be done as long as it’s done per our ordinance. He
needs to decide on the parameters what kind of public access is he going to allow. If he makes his
decision in a week or two, the applications don’t have to be in until the end of March. We’ll even
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have the EAC meeting before that. As long as it meets the April 25 deadline, we’re okay. Mr.
Hijazi said with respect to the timbering issue, is this what we want to see? Mr. Maxfield said the
township was interested in requiring sites and this was one of them. To remove that value from that
spot, makes it a less desirable property. Mr. Hijazi said if he insists, then what? Mr. Maxfield said
then it gets removed from that list. Mrs. Yerger said if he doesn’t give up his rights to timber, then
he actually does the timbering, the conservation easement numbers aren’t going to be that great. Mr.
McCormick said if he is unwilling to give up that right, he’s depreciating his land. Mr. Maxfield
said there are a whole bunch of gray areas. At one point, they were talking bout timbering a certain
area. He has been talking about lumbering the horse drawn system we’ve heard about, and that guy
said he would never lumber in LST, as the timbering ordinance is too strict. Our ordinance requires
site plans, identification of trees, all things that are designed to mitigate down slopes, impacts, and
he’s got to realize there are going to be impacts. He needs to weigh all these things out and let us
know. There are consequences. Mr. McCormick said we should get together and talk to Diane
Gehringer. In his defense, it’s difficult to say to him do you want to lumber and make less on the
conservation easement or the opposite. It’s very hard for him to weigh, and its not going to get any
easier. Mrs. Yerger said we can do a DCNR application that doesn’t obligate anyone to accept the
money, but it is what it is. He can decide when he sees x number of dollars, this is what DCNR is
willing to give him and the township can decide if they want to augment that and if he decides, that’s
not enough and he needs to expand his lumbering operation, then he doesn’t put easements on it and
the DCNR money goes back into the kitty and never gets cashed. You can do that right up until the
day you go to the lawyers. What is going to happen is Diane and you, and with help from the
township, they’ll do an application and will do an appraisal on what it’s worth. DCNR might not
give you that. They do their own evaluation. It will be a numbers game for a while. The big issue is
the public access and it doesn’t meet the minimum requirements. If he agrees to that, work with
Diane and fill out the application. We have to get an appraisal done then. There’s no way how they
will know what DCNR is going to allocate. They are going to take all the properties and sort
through them and see how much money they’ve got. Mrs. Yerger said we should see how this
recommended body feels about this and she doesn’t have a problem with it going to Council
tomorrow night. Mr. Maxfield said if he wanted to limit his lumbering to a certain portion of his
property. He would then get less money. Mrs. Yerger said the extent of his timbering might affect
the monetary compensation that the township would be interested in.  Mr. Johnson said the
timbering ordinance allows timbering, but it’s very strict. Mrs. Yerger said do you want to make this
a formal recommendation for the Reiss property? Mr. Beardsley said we need to get the three of us,
Mr. Reiss and Diane and talk about it and come forward.

Mr. Maxfield said Bruce Petrie called Laura Baird. Mr. Beardsley said Laura called him and there is
a tentative appointment to see his property on March 22 at 11:00 AM.

Mr. Beardsley said are we going to apply for DCNR money for the Dravecz property? Mrs. Yerger
said yes we can do that and it has public access, but we have to find out about the title. This is the
perfect property to do this.

VL NON-AGENDA

>

Mrs. Yerger said Keri Maxfield is here from the Saucon Creek Watershed Association. Ms.
Maxfield said it goes through 8 municipalities and is 60 square miles and they have been working
on grants, two of which are larger grants. There are two $50,000 grants going on and doing full
assessment of the creek. The problem apparently when she first spoke to the County Conservation
District, when the plan comes through, it sits on the shelf, so they are anxious to work with the
EAC’s because at that level, they can review the plan and make recommendations to Council. That
will come in the future. She’s here tonight to ask the EAC to be a project partner on a small project
they are doing. Terry Boos who is the VP, isn’t here tonight, but Erin Frederick, member of Upper
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MOTION BY:
SECOND BY:
ROLL CALL:

>

Saucon’s EAC came up with a project of creating inexpensive rain barrels for the public to use.
It’s becoming increasingly popular because of high water costs. We are asking five or six project
partners if they would be willing to sign a League of Woman Voters grant and all she’s asking the
EAC to do is sign off on this. There’s a commitment, half of what you have done already. Two
Sunday’s ago, they had the test of the rain barrel kits. They normally go from $85 to $250, but
through Coca Cola they are able to get the 55 gallon drums and make them available to the public
for about $25 to $30. There are three different EAC’s that helped them. She read the commitment
that she is asking for: The EAC will participate by reviewing instructional materials and workshop
content for ease of public understanding. They will test build several rain barrels to determine the
appropriateness of kit materials. The EAC will be instrumental in advising other project partners
of useful formats, for example, you put an educational article in the newsletter, and the EAC have
order forms for the barrels and education materials at the municipal building. Mr. Hijazi said can
we use this with the E House? Ms. Maxfield said absolutely.

Mr. Hijazi moved for approval to become a partner of the REN Grant.
Mr. Aranyos
10-0 (Mr. Davis — Absent)

Mr. Johnson said he went to the Northeastern Regional EAC session and he sat next to a PA
Forester. He works for the state. He told him we were trying to come up with some kind of
foresting philosophy and we aren’t getting anywhere. He said he’d like to see what it looks like
after a beautiful job of foresting. The Forester said get a hold of him and he’ll be happy to show
the EAC. They can work on coordinating their schedules and take a look at what these forester’s
are talking about with regards to a good timbering job. He will try to make arrangements and get
some dates.

Mr. Johnson said at the Northeastern Regional EAC session, he got a great booklet on ground water
systems and how the water recycles through the ground. He’ll try to get copies for everyone in the
EAC, and if not, the township could make copies.

Mr. Hans Reimann, resident, said he’s here at a Vice Chair of Schuylkill Township. There is land
in the township that is a farmland project. It was called the Saylor Farm. The family owns about
65 acres, most of which is in Springfield. The amount of land is Lower Saucon is in dispute right
now. The farm part in Bucks County, they’ve steered them to the Bucks County Ag Program, and
they’ve had a soil analysis done and it’s come up big. No one knows what the number are but it
looks like it will rank in the top three or four. The Mease farm harvested five crops of alfalfa on
that property last year even with the mini drought and it’s very productive. The part that we would
like Lower Saucon to play is to help with the part that is in your township which he’s not sure if
Bucks County will fund. Mrs. Yerger said they will not fund it. Mr. Reimann said the issue when
we representatives talked to the lady from the Northampton County Ag Board, Maria Bentzoni,
they did a quick check and she discovered that the numbers didn’t match up on the total acreage. It
turns out when Mr. Saylor died, the land went into the family’s ownership, the deed was rewritten
and there were about 9 acres that disappeared, so there’s a tax issue. They haven’t paid taxes on
this for about 20 years. It’s a tax dispute and that has to be resolved. We’re hoping that when
Bucks County ranks the farm, that they will do the appraisal and we’ll get a dollar value per acre
and we can come back to you and talk to you about how you can help us with this. The preliminary
view from Northampton County is it’s a small ting and they don’t have much money to work with.
Mrs. Yerger said she’s talked to Maria about this, they are not interested in it, so there’s no point in
going through the Northampton County Ag program. They are not interested in the property, but if
we want to see the entire property preserved it’s going to be up to the township. Mr. Maxfield said
is there access through the parcel? Mr. Reimann said there’s a long stretch of road frontage on
Springtown Hill Road. The ag program works a little different and Bucks County’s cap is $12,000
for ag. If they are willing to accept the same cap from Lower Saucon, that might be appropriate.
Mr. Beardsley said did we say anything to the voters about farmland? Mrs. Yerger said yes, it’s
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part of it. Mr. Reimann said the actual particular’s are 65 acres total, 50 acres of farm fields,
separated by three acres of forest, and another twelve acres. There’s talk about other folks in that
area who have been looking to get their land preserved and he knows the Bechtold’s have been
approached by Heritage, and we’re hoping that if this project goes through, then maybe they’ll
move off their little high horse and deal with you folks. Mrs. Yerger said this could be a good
thing.

Mr. Beardsley said if we are going to preserve this farm, what do we tell Mr. Reiss with making a
profit with his trees? Mr. Maxfield said the ag land would stay the same usage as it has been as
opposed to trees.

Ms. Laura Ray — I had noticed that the millage rate was increased for the Township tax bill on my
preserved property. Under Act 4 the millage rates should be frozen. The Township needs to track
the preserved properties so that the tax bills are calculated correctly for them. I have contacted the
Township Dir. of Finance, Cathy Gorman and am waiting to hear back from her on this. Mr.
Johnson said we should ask Terry Clemons to research this. There’s two ways your taxes can go
down. Millage can go down. Mrs. Yerger said it can’t go down, it can be frozen. Mr. Maxfield
said we should ask Linc Treadwell about the process and how to approach Act 4. We will look
into the Act 4 for Laura Ray.

V. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION BY:
SECOND BY:
ROLL CALL:

Mr. Hijazi moved to adjourn. The time was 10:00 PM.
Mr. Aranyos
10-0 (Mr. Davis — Absent)
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