
 
Environmental Advisory                                Lower Saucon Township                                         January 8, 2008  
Council                                                                        Minutes                                                                    7:00 PM 
 
 
I. OPENING 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Environmental Advisory Council meeting of Lower Saucon Township Council 
was called to order on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 7:00 P.M., at Seidersville Hall, Bethlehem, PA, with 
Sandra Yerger, Chairman, presiding.    

   
 ROLL CALL:  Present – Chairman, Sandra Yerger; Vice Chairman, Tom Maxfield; Allan Johnson, Ted 

Beardsley, Tom McCormick, Laura Ray; Bob Davis, Haz Hijazi, Dennis Aranyos, Terry Boos, Hellertown 
Representative; and Rick Tralies, Boucher & James.    Absent:  Glenn Clouser and Glenn Kaye 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

II. NEW BUSINESS 

REORGANIZATION 
 
CHAIRMAN 
     

MOTION TO NOMINATE BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to nominate Sandra Yerger as Chairman, EAC. 
SECOND BY:    Mr. Beardsley 
     Mrs. Yerger asked if there were any other nominations? 
ROLL CALL:    All in Favor:  Yes 
    Opposed:  None 
 

 VICE CHAIRMAN 
 

MOTION TO NOMINATE BY: Mr. Beardsley moved to nominate Tom Maxfield as Vice Chair EAC. 
SECOND BY:    Mr. Johnson 
     Mrs. Yerger asked if there were any other nominations? 
ROLL CALL:    All in Favor:  Yes 
     Opposed:  None 
 
 SECRETARY 
 
MOTION TO NOMINATE BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to nominate Laura Ray as Secretary, EAC. 
SECOND BY:     Mr. Aranyos 
     Mrs. Yerger asked if there were any other nominations? 
ROLL CALL:    All in Favor:  Yes 
     Opposed:  None 
 
 HELLERTOWN REPRESENTATIVE 
 

EAC asked Terry Boos to continue as Hellertown Representative.  He accepted. 
 

OPEN SPACE SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved to keep the same members, Ted Beardsley, Tom McCormick and Allan 

Johnson 
SECOND BY:  Mrs. Yerger 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 

 Opposed:  None 
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PLANNER 
 

EAC asked Rick Tralies from Boucher & James to continue as the Planner for the EAC.  He accepted. 
 
B. OFFICIAL MAP DISCUSSION BY JASON SMITH 

 
See attached. 
 

C. LEHIGH WATERSHED CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP 
 

Mrs. Yerger said the brochure did not come out yet for this conference.  It is on March 28 at the Holiday 
Inn in Fogelsville.  It was successful in 2007.  They had a request to be a sponsor and she is asking for a 
recommendation if Lower Saucon Township wants to be a sponsor, and if so, at what level?   

 
MOTION BY: Mr. Johnson moved to propose we sponsor for $1,000 
SECOND BY:  
ROLL CALL:  
 Motion failed, no second. 
 

 Mrs. Yerger said she’d like to see some money go to the Saucon Creek Watershed Association. 
 

MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi moved to ask the Township to be a member of the Saucon Creek Watershed 
Association and also be a $250 sponsor for the Lehigh Watershed Conference. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Johnson 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 
 Opposed:  None 

 
III. DEVELOPER ITEMS 
 

A. REPYNECK MINOR SUBDIVISION 
 

Mrs. Yerger said this came up before and they had no recommendations or comments. 
 
Mr. Tralies said this subdivision is two existing lots.  One is an “L” shaped lot and another has 
frontage on Leithsville Road.  He had a site plan and explained the plan with all the roads, cul-de-
sac’s and existing lots.  He said the one lot is not buildable, it’s not large enough for septic.  They 
are subdividing the hatched sliver off of the “L” shape to the other lot to make it buildable and to 
make it two acres.  They would remove some existing evergreens to do the driveway and the house, 
and that would be the extent of the disturbance.  He said no action really should be taken, 
environmentally, as it meets all the regs. 
 

IV. OLD/MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

A. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – DECEMBER 4, 2007 
 

Mr. Hijazi said page 1, line 46, it should be “leak in liner”, not “leak in line”.  Page 5, line 12, it 
should say “plans for the E House”. 
 

MOTION BY: Motion by Laura Ray for approval of the December 4, 2007 minutes, with corrections. 
SECOND BY: Mr. Hijazi 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 
 Opposed:  None 
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B. IESI PROPOSAL 
 

Mr. Hijazi said the quarterly meeting for IESI is next week.  They have a draft letter for the 
Engineer on the response of the initial comments made.  Next Tuesday, they will sit down and go 
over it.  The big issue on this is the pipe under the landfill. 
 
Mr. Hijazi said his recommendation would be to table this until after the meeting next week. 
 

V. UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. OPEN SPACE SUB-COMMITTEE  
 

Mr. Beardsley said he met with Mr. Dravecz and went with Allan Johnson and Laura Baird to see 
the property today.  On the map he had, the yellow is the six lots he wants to sell to the Township.  
The pink is the remaining property.   There are a lot of outstanding issues yet. 
 
Recommendation by the EAC is if it is purchased, they want to purchase some of the trails and the 
pink on the map would be the conservation easements, and Mr. Dravecz could possibly sell two or 
three lots across the street.  The property is 38 acres, with the combined lots, there will be 
additional acreage.  Chris Garges will know what the additional acreage would be.  There are three 
ponds on the property.    There were no appraisals done on the property yet.  Laura Ray wanted to 
know who the title company was.  Sandra Yerger said they will ask Linc Treadwell.   
 
Mr. McCormick said we should wait until Mr. Dravecz is clear of all violations.  Mr. Maxfield said 
last night, Mr. Dravecz was at a council meeting and they said it was Columbia Gas that did the 
macadam roadway.  Mr. McCormick said we should table this. 
 
Mr. Johnson said let’s get our asking price, then Mr. Dravecz pays for all the fines.  Mrs. Yerger 
said we have to make sure there is a clean title to this property.  Chris Garges is going to the 
Zoning Hearing Board on the third Monday with Attorney Linc Treadwell about this matter. 

 
VI. NON-AGENDA 

 
Ø 2008 Goals – Mrs. Yerger said to look over the sheet she handed out of the 2007 goals and come 

back for recommendations for 2008. 
 
Ø Mrs. Yerger said she has a brochure that goes out to all the landowners.  If anyone wants a copy, 

please ask her. 
 
Ø The EAC Network Conference in the Northeast is on Saturday, February 16, 2008.  If you want to 

go, contact Leslie or Jack at the Township.  This year it’s at the Northampton Community College 
in Bethlehem.   

 
Ø Mrs. Yerger had a sheet of all the EAC Members with phone numbers and addresses.  She said to 

please go over it and give her any corrections or additions. 
 
Ø Mrs. Yerger said the Keystone Coldwater Conference on Eco Systems is at Penn State on February 

22 and February 23.  If you want to go, let Sandy Yerger know. 
 
Ø Mrs. Yerger said she has membership applications for the Cook’s Creek Watershed Association.  If 

you are interested in being an individual member, it’s $15.00.  Last year Lower Saucon gave $100 
to the Cook’s Creek Watershed Association. 

 



Environmental Advisory Council Meeting 
January 8, 2008 
 

Page 4 of 4 

MOTION BY: Mr. Maxfield moved that we recommend to Council we give $100 for the annual membership 
on behalf of the EAC to the Cook’s Creek Watershed Association. 

SECOND BY: Mr. Beardsley 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 
 Opposed:  None 
 

Ø Laura Ray talked about the community garden that was brought up at the last meeting.  She was 
going to go to the Parks and Rec board, but Mr. Cahalan told her to bring it to Council.  She said 
she will bring it to Council and see if they have any interest in letting residents do this, and if they 
do, they will send out a survey and see how many people would be interested in a community 
garden. 

 
Ø Laura Ray said we need to pick out a date in Spring for our electronic recycling as we need to get it 

in the newsletter, and the deadline for that is February 1, 2008. 
 

Ø Mr. McCormick said if people are interested in gardening, why don’t you put something in the 
newsletter about the native plant garden at the Township.  If they want to garden, they could help 
out by doing that. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION BY: Mr. Hijazi moved to adjourn.  The time was 9:10 PM. 
SECOND BY: Mr. Aranyos 
ROLL CALL: All in Favor:  Yes 
 Opposed:  None 
 
 
 
 


